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og-For a number of highly interesting articles 
see page 285. ' ‘ 

zaMr. Cuthbert of Georgia has not resigned his 
seat in the senate of the United States. 

Our pages contain all the details of the if me 
ization of both houses of congress on Monday last, 
the message of the president, &e. In our next we 
will give the report of the secretary of the treasury, 
and will complete, as speedily as possible, the pub- 
lication of the reports trom the other departments. 

The members of both houses, with few excep- 
tions, appear to be in excellent health and goo 
spirits, and resolutely bent upon the business of the 
session. It will doubtless cause some scenes of 
exciting interest, in the present state of the two 
great parties; but, as an * honest chronicler,”” the 


> “ ReotsteR ” can do no more than notice the pro- 


ress of events, and faithfully record results, leaving 
it to our readers to form their own conclusions, un- 


> biassed by our opinions or prejudices. To enable 


them to do so, no pains shall be spared or labor 


withheld; and, unless we deceive ourselves, we 


NE RRO ER IR Cea 


think the measures already adopted and in progress 
will give us additional claims upon those who have 
so long relied upon this work for a fair and honest 
exposition of all that transpires in the poli tical 
world. 





ig By reference to page 237 and the postscript on 


the last page, it will be seen that great excitement 
prevails at Harrisburg, Pa, occasioned by the vio- | 
Jlent proceedings of the respective parties, relative | 
‘to the election returns of Philadelphia county. The ' 


* scenes enacted are disgraceful to the state and na- 


‘tion, and a bitter satire upon our institutions and 


+ the public intelligence; for it strikes us, from what 
» we have seen and read, that less than half a dozen 
calm and dispassionate citizens could have compro- 


mised the difficulty in less than an hour. 


But, in 


‘our present state of political degradation,passion and 


’ brute force too often usurp the seats of reason and 


common sense. 





SoutH CAROLINA. The legislature of South 


Carolina assembled at Columbia on the 26th ult. 


‘ 


+ 


> The officers of last year were unanimously re-elect- 
sed. We have received a copy of the governor’s 
‘message, which we will publish when we are not 


+30 much pressed for room as at present. 


Missourr. The legislature of Missouri met at 


‘Jefferson city on the 19th ultimo. Lieutenant go- 


»vernor Cannon took the chair in the senate, and 


Thomas H. Harvey was elected speaker of the 


~ house. 


district of New York, as will be seen by the follow- 
ing letter, resigned his office on the 6th inst. for the 
_Teasons stated. 


a 


Liverpool in the steam-ship Liverpool. This latter 


-j 


On the 21st ultimo, Mr. Benton was re-elected a 


; senator in congress from the state, for six years 
“from the 4th of March next, when his present term 
expires. The vote of the legislature stood—Benton 


Me 


- 
b 


'(Ad.) 75, Leonard (W.) 48. 


Mr. Price, the U. S. attorney for the southern 


On the same day he departed for 


movement appears to have been unexpected, and 


* has given rise to rumors that he is a defaulter to a 
lirge amount. 


The New York Commercial says the collector of 


New York “who spent Wednesday evening with 
Mr. P., had no intimation of his intention, and was 
_hot aware of it until after the Liverpool had de- 


‘ 


parted. Conjecture is already busy upon the cir- 
cumstance. Our own opinion, however, very de- 


_ cidedly, is. that the visit of Mr. Price to Europe is 


] connected with the affairs of his friend, Mr. Swart- 
wout.”’ 


U. S. Dislrict Attorney’s Office, 
New York, Dec. 6, 1838. 
Str: In the course of my public and personal re- 
lations with Samuel Swartwout, esq. former collec- 
‘or of this district, I have had no occasion to ques- 
tion either his intention or ability to absolve him- 


| Self from all obligations to government or indivi- 


uals, 


The solicitor of the treasury has officially re- 
tested me to superintend and control the proceed- 
| (28s against him and his sureties, for the collection 

Vor. 5—Sie, 15. 


The captain, pilot, one of the engineers, and thirty 
other persons on board the Gen. Brown, lost their 
lives by the calamity. 

The following comprises the list of killed, as far 
as was ascertained when the Tiber passed. 


Killed—The captain and several of the crew, and 
the following passengers: Messrs, C. Libley, D. L. 
Davis, N. A. Miiler,—George, Dr. Price, H. M. 
Blanchard, E. Hubbard,—Johnson, J. K. Garth- 
waithe, I’. D. Lewis,—Keane, T. D. Levey, and 
one other, name unknown. 

The Tiber also reports the steamer Camanche to 
be sunk below Salt river, and the Ozark hard, 
aground at Cumberland Island. 

We learn from the Baltimore American that a 
serious rail road accident occurred on Weduesday 
evening last, on the Philadelphia rail road. In 
consequence of employing an extra locomotive for 
the conveyance of the president’s message, on Tues- 
day, it became necessary to send an engine to Ha- 
vre de Grace Wednesday morning, and one (to which 
were attached a few burden cars, containing, how- 
ever, but very little freight,) was ordered to start 
from Canton immediately after the arrival of a train 
of freight cars from Philadelphia. The engineer, 
either misutiderstanding the order, or hoping to be 
able with his very light load to reach the first turn- 
out before the arvival of the coming train, started 
his engine before the time appointed, and had pro- 
ceeded to within half a mile of Stemmer’s run, (the 
first stopping point,) when the train froin Phila- 


by distress warrant against his person, and the 
goods and chattels, hinds and tenements of both 
principal and sureties. 

Inasmuch as I doubt both that the claim agains 
him (Swartwout,) has been truly stated, and that 
the summary process to obtain it has been constitu- 
tionaliy issued by the solicitor of the treasury, I 
beg leave to decline any official connexion with it. 
Under these circumstances, I cannot conseut to be- 
come the instrument of their destruction. My of- 
fice of district attorney of the United States is 
therefore hereby surrendered to you, with the hope 
that you will speedily direct an account to be stated 
between the treasury department and myself, in 
order that I may be absolved from any personal lia- 
bility in the premises. 

The amount of cost due to me for the unfinished 
business of the office I hold, will far exceed that 
which I have recently received from debtors of the 
government, and will, upon a final adjustment, en- 
tirely acquit me of any indebtedness to it. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your 
obedient servant, WM. M. PRICE. 
Dist. attorney for the southern district of New York. 








TREASURY NOTES—OFFICIAL. 
Treasury department, Dec. 1, 1838. 


The whole amount of treasury notes authorized 
by the act of Oct. 12, 1837, has been issned, viz. 
$10,000,000 00 
There has been redeemed of them 





about 7,610,090 00 
The new emissions made in place 
of those, under the act of May 


12, 1838, l:ave been only 


delphia approached, and owing to the prevalence 
of a dense fog neither engineer discovered his dan- 
ger until too late to apply the impeding power. 
The consequence was that the two locomotives 
There have been returned of these came together with great violence, and in an in- 
last into the treasury about 345,250 00 | stant both engines, with all the cars attached to 
This leaves a balance of all out- them, were thrown into a confused heap of ruins, 
standing equal to only about 7,753,560 01) Mr. Edward Ford, the engineer of the train from 
Levi Woopszvry, Philadelphia, and a fireman on the train going out, 
Secretary of the treasury. | were instantly killed. The engineer of the other 
omee : locomotive and several firemen leaped from the 
ProGRESS OF THE MESSAGE. The president of cars previous to the collision, and although they 
the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-road Coinpany had | saved their lives, we learn that they are all mgre or- 
directed one of the best locomotives to be used tn! Jess injured. 
bringing the message from Washington to Baltimore. | 


The «Williain Cooke” was accordingly detached | : f Fd 
RO Bes so pag | AccripENT. The stage containing Messrs. Clay 
for the service and placed under the charge of Mr. | anid: Chidleniien: of ths state, and Mesers\ Pope: of 


Wilde, the oldest conductor in the employ of the | Ky. and Beirne, of Va. of the house of representa- 


company, and an officer of great experience and | ,. . meh 
cinieas The locomotive started from Washing- ‘pon vill Sa Fg oer the 30th ult. near 
ton precisely at eighteen minutes after 1 P. M.| >ToWESNI © Eas SE. ‘lay was considerably bruised, 


and arrived at the outer depot in Baltimore at thirty but was able to pursue his journey, and visited 


five minutes after two o’clock—being only one hour Philadelphia previous to coming to this city. Mr. 


and seventeen minules on the road between the two) Crittenden suffered but slightly. Mr. Pope was 


¥e ie ! ; also much bruised and had his head slightly cat. 
cities. A delay of four minutes was made at the | 7. Beirne of Va. was the greatest i his 


3 hat the actual time of | ; ; 
Relay house for water, so t n ‘collar bone was broken and one of his arfhs and side 


running was but one Aour and thirteen minules—ma. | wit - 
king the rate of travel about fiirty one miles per hour! | greatly bruised. He is, however, rapidly recovering, 


' |and was in his seat on the opening of the seszion. 
The message reached Philadelphia on Tuesday | M 8 : 
: : i, essrs. Crittenden and Pope e 
evening at seven minutes after six o’clock, having | aie aeate pe were also present and 


been conveyed on the rail road, in the short space | 
of three hours and eighteen minutes from Balti- 
more. 

It reached New York soon after 1! o’clock on 
Tuesday evening, in ten hours from Washington—a 
distance of about 240 miles! 

The steamboat. John W. Richmond was in wait- 
ing at New York for the message, being hired for 
that purpose by the Boston Atlas, and soon after its 
arrival there, was on her way to Providence. It 
reached Harrisburg at 7} o’clock on Tuesday eve- 
ning, having been forwarded from Baltimore to 
York, by the Baltimore and Susquehanna rail-road, 
in two hours and twenty-eight minutes, and thence 
to Harrisburg by horse express, by Messrs. Stock- 
ton, Falls & Co. the enterprising mail contractors. 

The Great Western mail, containing the message, 
was carried from Hagerstown to Cumberland, a dis- 
tance of sixty-four miles, over the mosf mountain- 
ous section of the route, in siz hours and forty-two 
minutes, and arrived in Uniontown, Pa., on Wed- 
nesday at a quarter past 3 o’clock p. m.—two han- 
dred miles from Baltimore. We have not heard 
from the southwest. 


5,709,810 01 











Money MARKET. From the New York Express. 
The regulation of the United States Bank, requir- 
ing fifteen per cent. to be paid, on all loans on stock, 
every sixty days, will have some considerable ef- 
fect on stocks here and in Philadelphia. At the 
latter place the local banks are in debt to the 
United States Bank, and consequently cannot much 
increase their line of discounts at thistime. There- 
sult of this is, that money in that city continues 
scarce. The case here, however, is different, inas- 
much as our merchants do not owe the banks a 
comparatively large sum. 

In May last, when the banks resumed, their 
line of discounts was lower than it had been for 
years; and since that period but about six months 
have elapsed, during which time the banks have 
loaned with great care, and extreme caution. The 
New York banks are, therefore, in a very healihy 
and sound condition. The merchants are easy, 
and there is no comparative pressure among the 
great mercantile interest. It is remarkable that at 
this time there are fewer merchants’ notes in Wall 
street than is common. Many of our merchants 
are discounting their own notes at 7 per cent. per 
annum. The operation of the money arrangements 
has the effect, however, to pinch the stock brokers 
and speculators, and hence the constant pressure on 


TERRIBLE DISASTERS. From the New Orleans 
Bee of the 28th ult. The steamer Tiber, which ar- 
rived this morning from Louisville, reports that she 








passed the wreck of the steamboat Genl. Brown at 


St. Helena, where the latter had collapsed a flue. the stock market. 
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CW ONTY- FIFI H CONGRESS. thing at home impaired the strengthof those frater-; Full information of the state of o a —— 
BLL SESSION—SENATE. es pri 8 lies which constitute the only | fairs having been recently, on two differnt” - order to ¢ 
December 3, ‘Ve hon. William R. King, of Ala- guaranty to the success and permanency of our|sions, submitted to congress, I deem it occa. der any | 
bama, president pro. fem. of the senate, having taken happy union, ‘and: witch, formed ‘im: the hoar'ol |now to bring te your notice onl even cy, fim menceine 
the chair, the following’ sénators wate’ tn altona. pp bannaliecseas ge honorably sustained | bave subsequently saP hares aes oor “tied criminal 
ance: a € cissitude in our national affairs. | portance as to requi ic a oaks as much | 
From Maine, Mr. Ruggles and Mr. Williams. binee en which evince the care and benefi- . The most pe aaron, } distarban 
pee New Hampshire, Mr. Hubbard and Mr, necet sah t ti call for nto omstt and fer- ee the — with whom lle i 
s . citizens O , ; 
From Vermont, Mr. Prentiss and Mr. Swift. some, og hot less reason to be grateful for other | habitual intercourse. At ye _ an rinciples 
From Massachuselts, Mr. Davis. a nai poled by the same munificent haud,| nual message, Mexico was the only haga strict 008 
From Rhode Island, Mr. Knight and Mr. Rob- OE SRCIPSV OLY ORE OW could not be included in so gratifying a referee ae tne Prese! 
bins. P ’ . The present year closes the first half century of | to our foreign relations. " pe more earl 
From Connecticut, Mr. Niles and Mr. Smith. our federal institutions; and our system—differing I am happy to be now able’to inform you, th, by ees 
From New York, Mr. Wright. from all others in the acknowledged, practical, and | 2? advance has been made towards the adjust; ™ Band finall 
From New Jersey, Mr. Wall. unlimited operation which it has for so long a period of our difficulties with that republic, and ‘ye : copes) 
From Pennsylvania, Mr. Buchanan and Mr. |3!ven to the sovereignty of the people—has now storation of the customary good feeling bet re; gatan. Ae 
McKean. been fully tested by experience. the two nations. This important change has ‘ai were es 
, _ pe te fi Mr. Bayard and Mr. Clayton. The constitution, devised by our forefathers as effected by conciliatory negotiations, that Derken monn: | 
te ee ere ep the framework and bond of that system, then un- sulted in the conclusion ol a treaty between th, rb yg 
Fron :Mosth Oatoline fee, ae r. Roane. tried, has become a settled form of government; two governments, which, when fatified, will rej, F inseparab 
Fem South Carcl ’ Mi ‘S range. not only preserving and protecting the great prin- to the arbitrament of a friendly power all the sy. Pe national 
ot 1) arora, r. Calhoun. ciples upon which it was founded, but wonderfully jects of controversy between us growing Out of j f n j 
From Georgia, Mr. Lumpkin. promoting individual happiness and private i : juries to individuals. ‘There is, at ale States, #8 
From: Kéblucky, Mr. Crittenden. rats, Th nt we ppiness anc private inter- ect Se we e€ 18,4 present, also, . litical ins 
ey Penkioence Mr. Fost : ‘ ; “g ough subject to change and entire reyo- lis 0 believe that an equitable settlement ofall EM to be, ist 
Brom :@hiow Mr. Allene ae _— er.) cation, whenever deemed inadequate to all these yr oes points will be attained without further success 0 
Dean - sen a 70 n r. Morris. purposes, yet such is the wisdom of its construc- ifficulty or unnecessary delay, and thus authoyize faith stru 
From Iadi “ sone: tion, and so stable has been the public sentiment, the free resumption of diplomatic intercourse jj) our citize 
rea adiana, Mr. Sinith and Mr. Tipton. that it remains unaltered, except in matters of de- our sister republic. F calatl 
oo fi at pseu oak, a tail, comparatively unimportant. It has proved With respect to the northeastern boundary of {i * ey 
Bae! Mahalves + ' pret and Mr. Young. bry sufficient for the various emergencies inci- United States, no official correspondence betwee, nor, I tru 
From Missouri, none +) po to our condition ds a nation. A formidable | this government and that of Great Britain jus ther the i 
Diinin siehilidsae, Shed foreign war; agitating collisions between domestic | Passed since that communicated to congress tp. Bifrequire | 
: ATKRUNSAS, MIT. Fulton. land, in some respects, rival sovereignties; tempta- | wards the close of their last session. The offer : h st 
from Michigan, Mr. Norvell. |tions to interfere in the intesti Seta ila. - negotiate a convention for the roint oe Bee 
The oath of office was then administered by the | neighboring tries" Deere omens | Malas SOBRE ROR AY SO. SERS Reed! of 5 ethe wars 
Chai M yar naa " 2 | ghboring countries; | the dangerous influences joint commission ol survey and explotation, lan, Bo @tion whic 
air to Mr. Foster, appointed a senator to fill the | that arise in periods of excessive prosperity; and | however, assured will be met by her majesty’s B0- congress 
Sater Feacones. by the resignation of Mr. Grun- | pieedloreng te 9 8 ym tendencies of associated wealth | vernment in a conciliatory and friendly spirit, in wos A 
rs angen spin . |—these, with other trials not less formidable, have 18Structions to enable the British minister here te P= anticipat 
n motion of | Ir. Morris, the president of the. alt been encountered, and thus far successfully re- ‘conclude such an arrangement will be transinitted ‘ ti 
senate was directed to inform the house of repre- | sisted. y ito him without needless delay. It is hoped ~ . cagege 
iatrontaulnes so alben - a — was assem- “th It se reserved for the American union to test |¢*Pected that these instructions will be of a liberal JD the laws 
On sia ail of M : i apt meaperamt it Bodden a ofa government entirely dependent character, and that this negotiation, if successful, draw dow 
Resolved. ‘That aba laaheinia eH be are jon | 1e continual exercise of the popuiar will; and | weal prove to be an important step towards the sa. tiplied e' 
pointed to ‘oin : ie tie en te ae yon @ ap- broek experience has shown that it is as beneficent in tisfactory and final adjustment of the controversy, FT rious im] 
é 1 on the part of the house | practice as itis just in thecry. Each successive I hac-hoped that the respect for the laws and re. Fe country. 


) with pro: 


|gard for the peace and bonor of their own country, 
S taken, I 


to wait upon the president of the United States, and icbange made in our local institutions has contribu- 


























rs ated ane Aahed arre sma pe | te . meee: the right of suflrage, has increased OTe bave ever characterized the citizens of tle FF 

proper to submit. si hihi jertadect alanine of the mass of the community, | hm States, would have preverded any portion Ppand gene 
Mr. Wright and Mr. Allen were accordingly | restri a seh our ns eerie exertion, and | alan Se age gr oo: Sad ae ek pee ying 
veiled: g » ALL rdingly ap- | Se ve more. and more, the powers of govern- | Fection in the territory of a power with which we FF I have fe 
Ort anotion of Mt. McKean, the usual resolution | ism i a the intelligence, prudence, and patriot- riehes peace, and with which the United States are i nicaied, 
stun Ghosaik in velation to the supply. of tard tntsy' ianked reac ople have kept pace with this aug- | [°° 10)* 6” maintaining themost friendly relations, gg patriotis 
newspapers. ed saeco 87!” ~ ¥ pe wnat? _ In no country has educa | ae deoply. meme verito ip sbiegra-torinion Bae’ Mer 
On motion of Mr. Morris, it was | nowh vhs tag I vy tae’ Abpea Domestic peace has jon tah tn ag —_ bes Gaetan elaatprmation: BERS eY. bas 
Bem Me Merino coo. | Net imarebuat’ buve: ie we:ihstancerpreediind taprsbeen vgiven: to. mes derived Feeitvaifiels! ant Bifrernnen 
Roa Feo s adjourn, it adjourn berets het So have ir. no instance prevailed oe tp ani many citizens of the United of our p 
The senate then adjourned forts. of ceimartit i le emseqathn~ vast. All sn Mp er gt associated together torméke: hostile in. pune, 
December 4. Notices, By BUG Ba forms of religion have united, for the first time, cursions from our territory into Canada, and to aid Py engaged 
cember 4. Novices, By Mr. Knight, for leave | to diffuse charity and piety, because, for the first | and abet insurrection there, in violation of the ob. Bg desperat 

to bring in a bill to allow a drawback on imported |time in the history of nations, all have been totall ligations and laws of the United States, and in open fp isting la 
hemp, when manufactured into cordage and ex-|Untrammelled, and absolutely free. The deepest | (istegard of their-own duties as citizens. This in. J faithlull 
ported.’ recesses of the wilderness have been penetrated; formation has been in part confirmed by a hostile @ to carry 
By wir, Clay, of Alabama, for leave to bring in a | yet, instead of the rudeness in the social condition |iNVasion actually made by citizens of the United @ they are 
aly reduce and graduate the price of the public | consequent upon such adventures elsewhere, nu- | States in conjunction with Canadians and others, Je of things 
ands. |inerous communities have spung up, already un- ,and accompanied by a forcible seizure of the pro- gy {0 decid 
Mr. Bayard suggested that the appointment of rivalled in prosperity, general intelligence, inter- | perty of our citizens, and an application thereo!to Jy Tt will 
the standing committees for the present session be nal tranquillity, and the wisdom of their political | the prosecution of military operations against the sulinittan 
made by the cbair, as at the last; but Mr. Hubbard institutions. Internal improvement, the fruit of | authorities and people of Canada. : Peeing 
objecting” to the motion at this time, on account of individual enterprise, fostered by the protection of | The results of these criminal assaults upon the April, 18 
the absence of several of the body, Mr. B. did not | the states, hes added new links to the confedera- | peace and order of a neighboring country have perial M 
press it. F tion, and fresh rewards to provident industry i been, as was to be expected, fatally destructive agreed th 
Mr. Wright, from the committee appointed to Doubtiul questions of domestic policy have been |to the misguided or deluded persons engaged i the citiz 
wait on the president and inform hii of the organ- quietly settled by mutuai forbearance; and agricul- ‘them, and highly injurious to these in whose be J thority o 
ization of the two houses, reported that they had} ture, Commerce, and manutactures, minister to | balf they are professed to have been undertakes. the. nerth 
Ned ep that duty, and that the president would | ech other. Taxation and public debt, the burdens | Phe authorities in Canada, fiom intelligence r- J sslands a 
minediately make a communication to congress, which bear so heavily upon alkother countries, | Ceived of such intended movements among our citi J latitudes 
Soon alter the following message was received; and have pressed with comparative lightness upon us | Zens, have felt themselves obliged to take precais i none fort 
having been read by the secretary of the senate, on Without one entangling alliance, our friendship jg | tionary measures against them; have actually em- JB thority o 
one the ei i ‘ right, 6009 additional copies with- praned uy every natioty and the rights of our citj- | bodied the militia, and assumed an attitude to repel by. tha. # 
‘ mpanying documents, and 1,500 copies | Zens are every where respected, because they are ihe invasion to which they believed the colonies J Yeas, @ 
of the message and documents, were ordered to be known to be guarded by a united, sensitive, and | Were exposed from the United States. A state of J rouventi 
printed; and then the senate adjourned, watchful people. feeling on both sides of the frentier has thus been long tot 
‘ MESSAGE To this, practical operation of our institutions, perpen oF. ate — wr i io pa Pash ag” 

} ;, rs , so evident and successful, we owe that increased ste se ot Deekiaaic tesa whom nwt mth 

Of the president of the United Slates, transmitted to | attachment to them which is among the tche ode ap arse gh ger biigwagemcrye-yrrr Heenan i the y 
both houses of congress, December 4, 1838, ing exhibitions of popular sentiment and will iver- | wards Great Britain, as well as their duty to them: tor the p 
Fellow-citizens of the senate their best security, in time to come pore fh teeter selves, would lead them to maintain a strict neu- tives of | 
and house of representatives: or domestic assault. Fr 8” | trality, and to restrain. their citizens from all viola- J Clining | 

I congratulate you on the favorable circumstan- Thisreview of the results of shen as ; tions of the laws which have been passed for 1'8 briefly, t 
ces inthe condition of our country, under which | half a century without phic Pisa institutions, for |enforcersent. But this government recognizes @ J the priv 
von réduséemble-for the performentadf your stetenlideainitk ataaiesere. re ing a spirit of vain | still higher obligation to repress all attempts on the = Indi 
duties. Though the anticipations of an abundant | great principles from which tart Reeeray Rot; perk bh: Sevens pee RN ee oe the Ras 
harvest have not every where been realized, yet, on | stant and direct supervisi the NRTA Nt Con: | Cre wehere senaes Sr ee UEHOF has been re-establish: f a suih 
the whole, the labors of the husbandman are re- {every public ~eandiien! st jet rode ue people over | ed, Depredations by our citizens upon nations at rom the 
warded with a bountiful return; industry prospers | part of the zovernment ae “a petra ne the | peace witb the:United States,:or combinations w re 
in its various channels of business and enterprise; | ful or disputed powers; and a nautiéns any doubt- | committing them, have at all times been regarded © prod 
general health again prevails through our vast di- | from all interference nditemoncerns a abstinence | by the American government and people with the of bail, 
a ef aincte atthe thrcstane: Sremisheegh] kaiser end atobenk-ich an: ng which properly greatest abhorrence. Military incursions by our both 
Er teiliianuce cl etRl wetec har has akg 1 velivitagl-enterpels e state regulations and| citizens into countries so siluated, and the commis made by 
’ lerprise sion of acts of violence on the members thereof, 1" Of the a 
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“anticipate that decision, by unauthorized military 
ter, in addition to their criminality as violations of 
+ the laws of our country, have a direct tendency to 
“draw down upon our own citizens at large the mul- 
“Ftiplied evils of a foreign war, and expose to inju- 


country. As such they deserve to be put down 


: this sentiment. 


“Gof their country, the respect for the laws which 


engaged in them fro: a further prosecution of such | 
4 desperate enterprises. In the meantime, the ex- 


reyes 


Sa 


| I willappear froin the correspondence herewith | 
) subinitted that thé government of Rassia declines a} 
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| order to effect a change inits government, or un- 
© der any pretext whatever, have, from the coim-_ 
) mencement of our government, been held equally 
© criminal on the part of those engaged in them, and 
§ as much deserving of punishment as would be the 


Sop Talay ithe 


> 


» of similar acts within our own territory. ' 
; By no country or persons have these invaluable 
rinciples of international law—principles, the 
strict observance of which is so indispeusable to 
the preservation of social order in the world—been 
more earnestly cherished or sacredly respected than 
those great and good men who first declared, 
and finally established the independence of our own 
country. They promulgated and maintained them 
at an early and critical period in our kistory; they 
were subsequently embodied in legislative enact- 
ments of a highly penal character, the faithful en- 
forcement of which has hitherto been, and will, I 
trust, always, continue to be, regarded as a duty 
inseparably associated with the maintenance of our 
national honor, That the people of the United | 
States should feel an interestin the spread of po- 
litical institutions as free as they regard their owa 
to be, isnatural; nor cana sincere solicitude for the , 
success of all those who are, at any time, in good 
faith struggling fur their acquisition, be imputed to 
our citizens as a crime. With the entire freedom 
of opinion, and an undisguised expression thereof, 
on their part, the government has neither the right, 
nor, I trust, the disposition to interfere. But whe- 
ther the interest or the honor of the United States 
require that they should be made a party to any 
such struggle, and by inevitable consequence, to 
Pthe war which is waged in its support, is a ques- 
Ftion which, by our constitution, is wisely left to 





congresf alone to decide. It is, by the laws, al- 
ready nade criminal in our citizens to embarrass or 


operations on their part. Offences of this charac- 


Prious imputations the good faith and honor of the 





}with promptitude and decision. [ cannot be mis- 
taken, [ am confident, in counting on the cordial 
Sand general concurrence of our fellow-citizens in 
A copy of the proclamation which | 
TI have felt it my duty to issue, is herewith commu- | 
Fnicated. I cannot but hope that the good sense and | 
# patriotism, the regard for the honor and reputation 


Pthey. have themselves enacted for their own go- 
» vernment, and the leve of order for which the mass 
) of our people have been so long and justly distin- | 
+ guished, will deter the comparatively few who are 


Pisting laws have been, and will continue to be, 
7 faithiully executed; and every effort will be made 
> to carry them out in their full extent. Whether 
) they are sufficient or not, to meet the actual state 


of things on the Canadian frontier, it is for congress 
' to decide, 





»Tenewal of the fourth article of the convention of 
» April, 1824, between the United States and his Im- 
perial Majesty, by the third article of which it is! 


F agreed thal ‘thereafter there shall not be formed by | 


the citizens of the United States, or under the au- | 


thority of the said states, any establishment upon | 
| the northwest coast of America, nor in any of the, 


islands adjacent, to the north of 54° 49° of north 
latitude; and that in the same manner there shall be 
none formed by Russian subjects, or under the au- 
thorify of Russia, south of the same parallel;” and 
by the fourth article, “that, during a term of ten 
years, counting from the signature-of the present 
convention, the ships of both powers, or which be- 
long to their citizens or subjects respectively, may 
reciprocally frequent, without any hindrance what- 
ever, the interior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks 
upon the coast mentioned in the preceding article, 
for the purpose of fishing and trading with the na 
tives of the country.” The reasons assigned for de- 
clining lo renew the provisions of this aiticle, are, 


briefly, that the only use made by our citizens of | 


the privilege it secures to them, has been to supply 
the Indians with spirituous liquors, ammunition, and 
fire-arms; that this traffic has been excluded from 
the Russian trade; and as the supplies furnished 
from the United States are injurious to the Russian 
establishments on the northwest coast, and calculated 
to produce complaints between the two govern- 
ments, his Imperial Majesty thinks it for the interest 
of both countries not to accede to the proposition 
made by the American government for the renewal 
of the article last referred to. 


ar 


tives to reside within their respective territories. I 


- since the close of your last session, these relations 





whole expenditure for the year on their account, in- 
cluding the redemption of more than eight millions 
of treasury notes, constitutes an aggregate of about 
forty millions of dollars, and will still leave in the 
treasury the balance before stated. 

Nearly eight millions of dollars of treasury notes 
are to be paid during the coming year, in addition to 
the ordinary appropriations for the support of go- 
vernment. For both these purposes, the resources 
of the treasury will undoubtedly be sufficient, if the 
charges upon it are not increased beyond the annual 
estimates. No excess, however, is likely to exist; 
nor can the postponed instalment of the surplus re- 
venue be deposited with the states, nor any con- 
siderable appropriations beyond the estimates be 
by our citizens in their trade with the northwest coast | made, without causing a deficiency in the treasury. 
of America, will, perhaps, on averting to the offi- | The great caution, advisable at all times, of limiting 
cial statements of the commerce and navigation of , appropriations to the wants of the public service, is 
the United States for the last few years, be deemed rendered necessary at present by the prospective 
too inconsiderable in amount to attract much at- and rapid reduction of the tariff} while the vigilant 
tention; yet the subject may, in other respects, de- | jealousy evidently excited among the people by the 
serve the careful consideratidn of congress. | occurrences of the last few years assures us that 

[ regret to state that the blockade of the principal | they expect from their representatives, and will sus- 
ports on the eastern coast of Mexico, which, in con- | tain them in the exercise of, the most rigid economy. 
sequence of differences between the republic and | Much can be effected by postponing appropriations 
France, was instituted in May last, unfortunately | not immediately required for the ordinary public 
still continues, enforced by a competent French na- | service, or for any pressing emergency; and much 
val force, and is necessarily embarrassing to our | by reducing the expenditures where the entire and 
own trade in the gulf, in common with that of other | immediate accomplishment of the objects in view is 
nations. Every disposition, however, is believed | not indispensable. 
to exist on the part of the French government, to| When we call to mind the recent and extreme em- 
render this measure as little onerous as practicable | barrassments produced by excessive issues of bank 
to the interests of the citizens of the United States, | paper, aggravated by the unforseen withdrawal of 
and to those of neutral commerce; and it is to be | much foreign capital, and the inevitable derange- 
hoped that an early settlement of the difficulties be- | ment arising from the distribution of the surplus 
tween France and Mexico, will soon re-establish the | revenue among the states as required by congress; 
harmonious relations formerly subsisting between }and consider the heavy expenses incurred by the 
them, and again open the ports of that republic to | removal of Indian tribes; by the military operations 
the vessels of all friendly nations. ‘in Florida; and on account ofthe unusually large ap- 

A convention for marking that part of the bonn- | propriations made at the last two annnal sessions of 
dary between the United States aud the republic of | congress for other objects, we have striking evi- 
Texas. which extends fromthe mouth of the Sabine | dence, in the present efficient state of our finances, 
to the Red river, was concluded and signed at this | of the abundant resources of the country to fulfil all 
city on the 25th of April last. It has sinee been {its obligations. Nor is it less gratifying to find that 
ratified by both governments; and seasonable imea- | the general business of the community, deeply af- 
sures will be taken to carry it into effect on the part | fected as it has been, is reviving with additional vi- 
of the United States. gor, chastened by the lessons of the past, and ani- 

The application of that republic for admission | mated by the hopes of the future. By the curtail- 
into this union, made in Augnst, 1837, and which | ment of paper issues; by curbing the sanguine and 
was declined for reasons already made known to | adventurous spirit of speculation; and by the honora- 
you, has been formally withdrawn, as will appear | ble application of all available means to the fulfil- 
from the accompanying copy of the note of the | ment of obligations, confidence has been restored 
minister plenipotentiary of Texas, which was pre- | both at home and abroad, and ease and facility se- 
sented to the secretary of state on the occasion of | cured fo all the operations of trade. 
the exchange of the ratifications of the convention | The agency of the government in producing these 
above mentioned. | resulls has been as efficient as its powers and means 

Copies of the convention with Texas, of a com-| permitted. By withholding from the states the de- 
mercial treaty concluded with the king of Greece, | posite of the fourth instalment, and leaving several 
and of a similar treaty with the Peru- Bolivian con- | millions at long credits with the banks, principally in 
federation, the ratifications of which have been re- | one section of the country, and more immediately 
cently exchanged, accompany this anessage for the | benefical to it; and, at the same time, aiding the 
information-of congress, and for such legislative en- | banks and commercial communities in other sec- 
aetments as may be foul necessary or expedicnt, in | tions, by postponing the payment of bonds for du- 
relation to either of them. ‘ties to the amount of between four and five millions 

To watch over and foster the interests of a gra- | of dollars, by an issue of treasury notes as a means 
dually increasing and widely extended commerce; | to enable the government to meet the consequences 
to guard the rights of American citizens, whom busi- | of their indulgences; but affording, at the same time, 
ness, or pleasure, or other motives, may tempt into | facilities for remittance and exchange; and by steadi- 
distant climes, and at the same time to cultivate |ly declining to employ as general depositories of 
those sentiments of mutual respect and good will | the public revenues, or receive the notes of all banks 
which experience has proved so beneficial in inter- | which refused to redeem them with specie: by these 
national intercourse, the government of the United | measures, aided by the favorabfe action of some of 
States has deemed it expedient, fiom time to time, | the banks, and by the stypport and co-operation of a 
to establish diplomatic connections with different | large portion of the community, we have witnessed 
foreign states, by the appointment of representa: | an early resumption of specie pay ments in our great 
* commercial capital, promptly followed in almost 
every part of the United States. This result has 
been alike salutary to the true interest of agricul- 
ture, commerce, and manufactures; to public morals, 
respect for the laws, and that confidence between 
man and man which is so essential in ali our social 
relations. 

The contrast between the suspension of 1814 and 
that of 1837 is most striking. The short duration of 
the latter; the prompt restoration of business; the 
evident benefits resulting from an adherence by the 
government to the constitutional standard of value, 
instead of sanctioning the suspension by the receipt 
of irredeemable paper; and the advantages derived 
irom the large amount of specie introduced into the 

country previous fo 1837, afford a valuable illustra- 
tion of the government In such a crisis; nor can the 
comparison fail to remove the impression that a na- 
tional batik is necessary in such emergencies. Not 
only were specie payments resumed without its aid, 
but exchanges have also been more rapidly restored 
than when it existed; thereby showing that private 
capital, enterprise, and ceamgear are fully adequate 
to these ends. On all these points experience seems 


The correspondence herewith communicated will 
show the grounds upon which we contend that the 
citizens of the United States have, independent of 
the provisions of the convention of 1824, a right to 
trade with the natives upon the coast in question, 
at unoccupied places, liable, however, it is admitted, 
to be at any time extinguished by the creation of 
Russian establishments at such puints. This right is 
denied by the Russian government, which asserts 
that, by the operation of the treaty of 1824, each 
party agreed to waive the general right to land on 
the vacant coasts on the respective sides of the de- 
gree of latitude referred to, and accepted, in lieu 
thereof, the mutual privileges mentioned in the 


fourth article. The capital and tonnage employed 








am gratified to be enabled to announce to you that, 


have been opened under the happiest auspices with 
Austria and the Two Sicilies; that new nominations | 
have been made in the respective missions of Rus- 
sia, Brazil, Belgium, and Sweden and Norway, in 
this country; and that a minister extraordinary has 
been received, accredited to this government from 
the Argentine confederation. 

An exposition of the fiscal affairs of the govern- 
ment, and of their condition for the past year,, will 
be made to you by the secretary of the treasury. 

The available balance in the treasury, on the Ist 
of January next, is estimated at $2,765,342. The 
receipts of the year, from customs and lands, will 
probably amount to $20,615,598. These usual sour- 
ces of revenue have been increased by the issue of 
treasury notes—of which less than eight millions of 
dollars, including interest and principal, will be 
ou'standing at the end of the year—and by the sale 
of one of the bonds of the Bank of the United 
States, for $2,254,871. The aggregate of means 
from these and other sources, with the balance on 











to have confirmed the views heretofare submitted to 


*n applied to rare: 
RAG. On.tDe Sat o6. damnary inst, bap ech apple congress, We have been saved the mortification of 


the payment of appropriations by congress. The 
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seeing thie distresses of the community for the third 


tizne seized on to fasten upon the country so danger- ; 


ous an institution; and we may also hope that the 
business of individuals will hereafter f 





. transgressions of this character that is consistent 
with reason and humanity. Congress car.not be 
too jealous of the conduct of those who are en- 


e relieved | trusted with the public money; and I shall at all 


from the injurious effects of a continued agitation of! times be disposed to encourage a wateliful dis- 


thatdisturbing subject. The limited influence of a 
national bank in averting derangement in the ex- 
changes of the country, or in compelling the re- 
sumption of specie payments, is now not less appa- 
reatthan tts tendency to increase inordinate specula- 
tion by sudden expansion and contractions; its dis- 
position to create panic and embarrassment for the 
promotion of its own designs; its interference with 
politics; and its far greater power for evil than for 
good, either in regard to the local institutions or the 
operations of government itself. What was, in these 
respects, but apprehension or opinion when a na- 


tional bank was first established, now stands con- | 


firined by humiliating experience. The scenes 
through which we have passed conclusively prove 
how little our commerce, agriculture, manufactures, 
or finances, require such an institution, and what 
dangers are attendant on its power—a power, | 
trust, never to be conferred by the American people 
upon their government, and still less upon indi- 
viduals not responsible to them for its unavoidable 
abuses. 


My conviction of the necessity of further legis- | 


lative provisions for the safekeeping and disburse- 
ment of the public moneys, and my opinion in re- 
gard to the measures best adapted to the accoin- 
plisliiment of those objects, have been already sub- 
mitted to you. These have been strengthened by 
recent events; and, in the full conviction that time 
and experience must still further demonstrate their 
propriety, I feel it my duty, with respectful defe- 
rence to the conflicting views of others, again to 
invite your attention to them. , 
With the exception of limited sums deposited in 
the few banks still employed under the act of 1836, 
the amounts received for duties, and, with very 
inconsilerable exceptions, those accruing from 
lands also have, ; 
specie payments by the deposite banks, been kept 
aud disbursed by the treasurer, under his general 
legal powers, subject to the superintendence of the 
secretary of the treasury. ‘The propriety of defin- 
_ing more specifically, and of regulating by law 
the exercise of this wide scope of executive discre- 
tion, has been already submitted to congress. 
A change in the office of collector at one of our 
principal ports has brought to light a defaleation 
of the gravest characier, the particulars of which 


will be laid before you in a special report from the | 


4 


secretary Cf the treasury. By his report and the 


accoinpanying doeniments, it will be seen that the | 


Weekly returns of the defaulting oflicer apparently 
exhibited throughout a faithful administration of 
the alfairs entrusted to his management. 
ever, now appears that he commenced abstracting 
the public moneys shortly after his appointment, 
and continued to do so, progressively increasing 
the amount, for the term of more than seven years, 
embracing a poytion of the period during which 
the pudlic moneys‘were deposited in the Bank of 
the United States, the whole of that of the state bank 
deposite system, and cyuncluding only on his re- 
tirement from office, aftr that system had substan- 


tially failed, in consequence of the suspension of 


specie payinents. 

The way in which this defaleation was so Jong 
concealed, and the steps taken to indemnify the 
United States, as far as practicable, against loss, 
wiil also be presented to you. The case is one 


Which imperatively claims the attention of con. | 


gress, and furnishes the strongest motive for the 
establishment of a more severe and secure system 
for the safekeeping and disbursement of the public 
moneys than any that has heretofore existed. 


It seems proper, at all events, that, by an early | 


enactinent, similar to that of other countries, the 
application of public money by an officer of govern- 


meut to private uses, should be made a felony, and: 


Visited with seveye and ignominious punishment, 


This is already, in effect, the law in respect to the | 
mint, and bas been productive of the most salutary 
Whatever system js adopted, such an en- | 
actment would be wise as as independent measure, | 


results, 


since inuch of the public meneys tnust, in their 
coliection and ulfimate disbursement, pass twice 
through the hands of public officers, in whatever 
manner they are interinediately kept, The gov- 


erninent, it must be admitted, has been from its | 


coumenceinent comparatively fortunate in this re- 
But the appointing power cannot always 
be well advised in its selections, and the experience 
of every country has shown that publie officers are 
not af ail times proof against temptation. Itisa 
duty, therefore, which the government owes, as 
well to the interests committed to its care as to the 
officers themselves, to provide every guard agajnst 


spect 
spect. 


since the general suspension of 


It, how- | 





| charge of this duty. If a more direct co-operation 
on the part of congress, in the supervision of the 
conduct of the officers entrusted with the custody 
and application of the public money, is deemed de- 
sirable, it will give me pleasure to assist in the es- 
tablishinent of any judicious and constitutional 
plan by which that object may be accomplished. 
You will, in your wisdom, determine upon the pro- 
priety of adopting such a plan, and upon the mea- 
sure necessary to its effectual execution. When 
the late Bank of the United States was incorpora- 
ted, and made the depository of the public moneys, 
a right was reserved to congress to inspect, at its 
pleasure, by a committee of that body, the books 
and the proceedings of the bank. 

In one of the states whose banking institutions 


Stability, they are subjected to constant examina- 
tion by commissioners appointed for that purpose, 
and inuch of the success of its banking system is 
a tributed to this watchful supervision. The same 
course has also, in view of its beneficial operation, 
been adopted by an adjoining state, favorably 
known for the care it has always bestowed upon 


whatever relates to its financial concerns I sub- 


—_-—-—-———— 


congress night not be profitably employed in in- 
specting, at such intervals as might be deemed pro- 
per, the ailairs and accounts of officers entrusted 
| with the custody of the public moneys. The fre- 
quent performance of this duty might be made 
obligatory on the committee in respect to those of- 
ficers who have large sums in their possession, and 
le{t diseretionary in respect to others. They might 





report to the executive such defaleations as were | 


found to exist, with a view to a prompt removal 
from office unless the default was satisfactorily ac- 
counted for; and report, also, to congress at the 
commencement of each session the result of their 
examinations and proceedings. It does appear to 
me that, with a subjection of this class of public 
oflicers to the generat supervision of the executive, 
to examinations by a committee uf congress, at pe- 
| riods of which they should have no previous notice, 
}and to prosecution and punishment as for felony 
for every breach of trust, the safe-keeping of the 
_public inoneys, under the system proposed, might 
be placed on a surer foundation than it has ever 
occupied since the establishment of the govern- 
, ment. 

The secretary of the treasury will lay before 
you additional information containing new details 
on this interesting subject. 





early attention. ‘That it should have given rise to 
surprise. 


ed with, and made subsidiary to, the advancement 
of private interests, a return to the simple and self- 
denying ordinances of the constitution could not 
but be difficult. But time and free discussion elicit- 


-couciliatory spirit which has ever characterized 
| their course on great emergencies, were relied upon 
for a satisfactory settlement of the question. A\l- 
ready has this anticipation on one important point 
_at least—the impropriety of diverting public money 
| to private purposes—been fully realized. There is 
“no reason to suppose that legislation upon that 
branch of the subject would now be embarrassed by 
‘a difference of opinion, or fail to receive the cor- 
dial support of a large majority of our constituents. 
The connection which formerly existed between 
the government and banks, was in reality injurious 
to both, as well as to the general interests of the 


a 


community at large. It agvravated the disasters of 


'teade and the derangements of commercial inter- 
course, and administered new excitement and addi- 
tional means to wild and reckless speculations, the 
disappointments of which threw the country into 
eonvalsions of panic, and all but produced violence 
and bloodshed. The imprudent expansion of bank 
credits, which was the natural result of the com- 
|} mand of the revenues of the state, furnished the re- 
sources for unbounded license in every species of 
adveature, seduced industry from its regular and 
/Salutary occupations by the hope of abunance 
without laber, and deranged the social state by 
/ tempting all trades and professions into the vortex 
; of speculation on remote contingencies. 

| The same wide-spreading influence impeded also 
; the resources of the government, curtailed its use- 
ful operations, embarrassed the fulfilment of its ob- 
ligations, and seriously interfered with the execution 
of the Jaws. Large appropriations and oppressive 
taxes are the natural consequences of such a con- 


are supposed to rank among the first in point of 


mit to your consideration whether a committee of 


le hh) } 
fo these I ask your) 
| great diversity of opinion cannot be a subject of 
| § j 


After the collection and custody of the | 
| public moneys had been for so many years conaect- | 


ing the sentiments of the people, and aided by that 


nection, since they increase the profits ct those who 
are allowed to use the public funds, and make it 


eee 
Le 


and expenditures multiplied. It is thus that , 
concentrated money power is tempted to become ay, 
active agent in political affairs, and all past expe. 
rience has shown on which side that influence \ jj 
be arrayed. We deceive ourselves if we suppose 
that it will ever be found asserting and supporting 
the rights of the community at large, in oppositioy, 
to the claims of the few. 

In a government whose distinguishing charactey. 
istic should be a diffusion and equalization of jis 
benefits and burdens, the advantage of individuals 
wil! be augmented at the expense of the mass of 
the people. Nor is it the nature of combinations 
for the acquisition of legislative influence to confine 
their interference to the single object for which 
they were originally formed. The temptation to ex. 
tend it to other matters, is, on the contrary, not up. 
frequently too strong to be resisted. The influence 
in the direction of public afiairs, of the community 
at large, is therefore, in no slight danger of being 
sensibly and injuriously atlected by giving to 4 
comparatively stall, but very efficient class, a (j. 
rect and exclusive personal interest In So Important 
a portion of the legislation of congress as that which 
relates to the custody of the public moneys. jf 
laws acting upon private interests cannot always be 
avoided, they should be confined within the nar. 
nowest limits, and left, wherever possible, to the 
legislatures of the states. When not thus restricted 
they lead to combinations of powerful associations, 
foster an influence necessarily selfish, and tuin the 
fair course of legislation to sinister ends, rather 
‘than to objects that advance public liberty, ard 
promote the general good. : 

The whole subject now rests with you, and] 
‘cannot but express a hope that some definite mea. 
sure will be adopted at the present session. 

It will not, I am sure, be deemed out of place for 

me here to remark, that the declaration of my 
| views in opposition to the policy of employing 
_banks as depositories of the government funcs, 
cannot justly be construed as indicative of hostility, 
| official or personal, to those institutions, or to re- 
‘peat, in this form, and in connection with this sub- 
|ject, opinions which I have uniformly entertaines, 
_and on all proper occasions expressed. ‘Though «i- 
ways opposed to their creation in the form of exclu- 
sive privileges, and asa state magistrate aiming by 
appropriate legislation to secure the community 
against the consequences of their occasional iis- 
management, I have yet ever wished to see them 
protected in the exercise of rights conferred by law, 
‘and have never doubted their utility, when properly 
‘managed, in promoting the interests of trade, and, 
throneh that channel, the other interests of the 
community. To the general government they pre- 
'sent themselves merely as state institutions, having 
‘no necessary connection with its legislation or its ad. 
ministration. Like other state establishments, they 
inay be used or not in conducting the afiairs of the 
government, as public policy and the general inte- 
rests of the union may seem to requre. The only 
safe or proper principle upon which their inter 
course with the government can be regulated, !s 
that which regulates their intercourse with the pr- 
vate citizen—ithe conferring of mutual benefits. 
“When the government can accomplish a financial 
operation better with the aid of the banks than 
without, it should be at ijiberty to seek that aid es 
it would the services of a private banker, or other 
capitalists or agents, giving the preference to those 
‘who will serve iton the best terms. Nor can there 
lever exist an interest in the officers of the general 
‘government, as such, inducing them to embarrass 
or annoy the state banks, any more than to incur 
'the hostility of any other class of state institutions, 
‘or of private citizens. It is not in the nature o 
| things that hostility to those institutians can spring 
from this source, or any opposition to their course 
lof business, except when they themselves depatt 
from the objects of their creation, and attempt to 
usurp powers not conferred upon them, or to sub- 
vert the standard of value established by the con- 
stitution. While opposition to their regular ope- 
‘rations cannot exist in this quarter, resistance to 
‘any attempt to make the government dependent 
‘upon them for the successful administration of pud- 
lic affairs is a matter of duty, as I trust it will ever 
be of inclination, no matter from what motive oF 
consideration the attempt may originate. 
It is no more than just to the banks to say, that; 
:in the late emergency, most of them firmly resiste¢ 
the strongest temptations to extend their pape! 








specie payments by public opinion, even og OE 
some cases invited by legislative enactments. 4° 
{this honorable course, aided by the resistance © 
the general government, acting in obedience to the 





their interest that money should be accumulatey 
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ane 
constitution and laws of the United States, to the 
introduction of an irredcemable paper meulun, 
may be attributed, in a great degree, the speedy 
restoration of our currency to a sound state, and 
the business of the country to its wonted prosper- 
ity. The banks have but to continue in the same 
safe course, and be content in their appropriate 
sphere, to avoid all interference froin the general 
overnment, and to derive froin it all the protection 
and benefits which it bestows on other state esta- 
plisameuts, on the people of the states, and on the 
states themselves. In this, their true position, they 


cannot but secure the confidence and good will of 


the people and the governmeni, which they can 
i . . - es 
ouly lose when, leaping from their legitimate 


sphere, they attempt to control the legisiation of 


the country, and pervert the operations of the gov- 
ernment to their own purposes. 

Our experience under the act passed at the last 
session, to grant pre-emption rigits to settlers on 
the public lands, has as yet been too limited to ena- 
ble us to pronounce with safely upon the efficacy 
of its provisions to carry out the wise and liberal 
policy of the government In that respect. There 
is, however, the best reason to anticipate favor- 
able results from its operation. ‘The recommenda- 
tions formerly submitted to you in respect to a 

raduation of the price of the public lands, remain 
to be finally acted upon. Having found no reason 
to change the views then expressed, your attention 
to them is again respectfully requested. 

Every proper exertion has been made, and will 
be continued, to carry out the wishes of congress 
in relation to the tobacco trade, as indicated in the 
several resolutions of the house of representatives 
and the legislation of the two branches. A favor- 
able impression has, I trust, been made in the dif- 
ferent foreign countries to which particuiar attention 
has been directed; and although we cannot hope 
for an early change in their policy, as in many of 
them a convenient and large revenue is derived 
from monopolies in the fabrication and sale of this 
article, yet, as these monopolies are really injurious 
to the people where they are established, and the 
revenue derived froin them may be less injuriously 
and with equal facility obtained from another anda 
liberal system of administration, we cannot donbt 
that our efforts will be eventually crowned with 
success, if persisted in with temperate ‘firmness, 
and sustained by prudent legislation. 


necessary provisions at this session for taking the 
next census or enumeration of the inhabitants of 
the United States, the suggestion presents itself 
whether the scope of the measure might not be 
usefully extended, by causing it to embrace authen- 
tic statistical returns of the great interests specially 


entrusted to, or necessarily aifected by, the legisla- | 


tion of congress. 


The accompanying report of the secretary of war | 
presents a satisfactory account of the state of the. 


army, aud of the several branches of the public 
Service confided to the superintendence of that 
officer, 

The law increasing and organizing the military 
establishment of the United States has been nearly 
carried into effect, aud the army has been exten- 
sively and usefully employed during the past season. 

I would again call to your notice the subjects 
connected with, and essential to, the military de- 
fences of the country, which were submitted to 
you at the last session; but which were not acted 
upon, as is supposed, for want of time. The most 
linportant of them is the organization of the mili- 
tia on the maritime and inland frontiers. This 
measure is deemed important, as it is believed that 
it will furnish an effective volunteer force in aid of 
the regular army, and may form the basis for a 
general system of organization for the entire mili- 
tia of the United States. The erection of a national 
foundry and gunpowder manufactory, and one for 
making small arms—the latter to be situated at 
some point west of the Alleghany mountains—all 
appear to be of sufficient importance to be again 
urged upon your attention. 

I'he plan proposed by the secretary of war for 
the distribution of the forces of the United States 
in tine of peace, is well calculated to promote re- 
guarity and:economy in the fiscal administration 
of the service, to preserve the discipline of the 
troops, and to render thein available for the main- 
tenance of the peace and tranquillity of the coun- 
try. With this view, likewise, I recommend the 
adoption of the plan presented by that officer for the 
defence of the western frontier. The preservation 
of the lives and property of our fellow-citizens 
Who are settled upon that border country, as well 
as the existence of the Indian population, which 
might be tempted by our want of preparation to 
rush on their own destruction and attack the white 
settlements, all seer to require that this subject 


» 


should be acted upon without delay, and the war 
department authorized to place that country ina 
state of complete defence against any assault from 
the numerous and warlike tribes which are congre- 
gated on that border. 

It affords me sincere pleasure to be able to ap- 
prize you of the entire removal of the Cherokee 
nation of Indians to their new homes west of the 
Mississippi. The measures authorised by con- 
gress at its last session, wiih a view to the long 
standing controversy with them, hive had the hap- 
piest effects. By an agreement concluded with 
them by. the commanding general in that country, 
who has performed the duties assigned to him on 
the occasion with commendable energy and hu- 
manity, their removal has been principally under 
|the conduct of their own chiefs, and they have 
|emigrated without any apparent reluctance. 
| ‘The successful accomplishment of this important 
‘object; the removal, also, of the entire Creek 
+nation, with the exception of a small number of 








fugitives amongst the Seminoles in Florida; the | 


| progress already made towards a speedy comple- 
‘tion of the removal of the Chickasaws, the Choe- 
-taws, the Pottawatamies, the Ottawas, and the 
Chippewas, with the extensive purchases of Indian 
‘lands during the present year, have rendered the 
| speedy and successful resuit of the long established 
policy of the government upon the subject of In- 
‘dian affairs entirely certain. ‘Lhe occasion is, 
‘therefore, deemed.a proper one to place this policy 
in such a point of view as will exonerate the go- 
| vernment of the United States froin the undeserved 
reproach which has been cast upon it through seve- 
‘ral successive administrations. That a mixed oe- 
cupancy of the same territory, by the while and 
red man, is incompatible with the safety or happi- 
ness of either, is a position in respect to which there 
‘has long since ceased to be room for a diiierence 
of opinion. Reason and expericnce have alike 
‘demonstrated its impracticability. The bitter fruits 
of every attempt heretofore to overcome the-barriers 


|interposed by nature, have oniy been destruction, 


both.physical and moral, to the Indian; dangerous 


conflicts of authority between the federal and state 


governments, and detriment to the individual pros- 
perity of the citizen, as well as to the general 


‘improvement of the country. The remedial policy, 


the principles of which were settled more than 


thirty years ago, under the administraticn of Mr. 
In recommending to congress the adoption of the 


Jefferson, consists in an extinction, for a fair con- 
sideration, of the title to all the lands still occupied 
by the Indians within the states and territories of 


the United States; their removal to a country west | 


of the Mississippi much more extensive, and bet- 
ter adapted to their condition, than that ou which 
‘they then resided; the guarantee to them, by the 
United States, of their exclusive possession of that 
country forever, exempt from all intrusions by 
white men, with ample provisions forth-ir security 
against external violence and internal dissensions, 
-and the extension to thei of suitable facilities for 
‘their advancement in civilization. This has not 
| been the policy of particular administrations only, 
but of each in succession since the first attempt to 
carry it out under thatof Mr. Monro». All have 
‘labored for its accomplishment, only with different 
‘degrees of success. The manner of its execution 
has, it is true, from time to time, given rise to con- 
flicts of opinion and unjust imputaions; but in 
‘respect to the wisdom and necessity of the policy 


‘itself, there has vot, from the beginning, existed a 


_doubt in the mind of any calm, judicious, disinte- 
‘rested friend of the Indian race, accustomed to 
reflection and enlightened by experience. 


Occupying the double character of contractor on | 
‘its own account, and guardian for the parties con- 


tracted with, it was hardly to be expected that the 


dealings of the federal government with the Indian 


tribes would escape nisrepresentation. That there 
occurred in the early settlement of this country, as 
in allothers where the civilized race has succeeded 
to the possessions of the savage, instances of op- 
pression and fraud on the part of the former, there 
is too much reason to believe. No such offences 
can, however, be justly charged upon this govern- 
ment since it became free to pursue its own course. 
Its dealings with the Indian tribes have been just 


and friendly throughout; its efforts for their civili- | 
zation constant, and directed by the best feelings of 


humanity; its watchfulness in protecting them from 
individual frauds unremitting; its forbearance un- 
der the keenest provocations, the deepest injuries, 
and the most flagrant outrages, may challenge at 
least a comparison with any nation, ancient or mo- 
dern, in similar circumstances; and if in future 
times a powerful, civilized, and happy nation of 
Indians shall be found to exist within the limits of 


this northern continent, it will be owing to the con- | 


summation of that policy which has been so unjustly 





assailed. Only a very brief reference to facts in 


cS 
,confirmation of this assertion can in this form be 
given, aud you are, therefore, necessariyy relerred 
to the report of the secretary of war tor further de- 
itails. ‘To the Cherokees, whose case has peilaps 
excited the greatest share of attention and sy inpa- 
‘thy, the United States have granted in lee, witha 
perpetual guarantee of exclusive and peaceable 
possession, 13,554,135 acres of land, on the west 
side of the Mississipp, eligibly situated, in a healthy 
climate, and in all respects better suited to their 
condition than the country they have leit, in ex- 
change for only 9,492,160 acres on the east side of 
‘the same river. The United States have in addi- 
tion stipulated to pay them five millions six hundred 
thousand doilars for their interest in linprovements 
on the lands thus relinquished, and one million one 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars for subsistence 
and other beneficial purpeses; thereby putting it 
in their power to become one of the most wealthy 
and independent separate communities, of the same 
extent, in the world. 
sy the treaties made and ratified with the Mia- 
mies, the Chippewas, the Sioux, the Saecs and 
Foxes, and the Winnebagoes, during the last year, 
the Indian title to eighteen millions four hundred 
and fifty-eight thousand acres has been extinguish 
ed. These purchases have been much more ex- 
tensive than those of any previous ycar, and have, 
with other Indian expenses, borne very heavily up- 
on the treasury. They leave, however, but a siuail 
quantity of unbought Indian lands within the states 
and territories; and the legislature and executive 
were equally sensible of the propriety of a final and 
_more speedy extinction of Ludian titles within those 
limits. The treaties which were, with asingleexcep- 
tion, made in pursuance of previous appropriations 
for defraying the expenses, have subsequently been 
ratified by the senate, and received the sanction of 
congress by the appropriations necessary to carry 
theinintoeilect. Of the terms upon which these iin- 
portant negotiations were concluded, 1 can speak 
irom direct knowledge; and I feel no dfficulty in 
aflirming that the interest of the Indians in the ex- 
tensive territory embraced by them, is to be paid 
for at its fair value, and that no more favorable 
terms have been granted to the United States than 
'would have been reasonably expected ina negotia- 
(lion with civilized men, fully capable of appre- 
iciating and protecting their own rights, For the 
| Indian title to 116,349,397 acres acquired since the 
}4th of March, 1829, the United States have paid 
| $72,560,056, in permanent annuities, lands, reser- 
vations for Indians, expenses of removal and sub- 
sistence, merchandise, mechanical and agricultural 
establishments and implements. When the heavy 
‘expenses incurred by the United States, and the 
‘circumstance that so large a portion of the entire 
territory will be forever unsaleable, are considered, 
and this price is compared with that for which the 
United States sell their own lands, noone candoubt 
that justice has been done to the Indian in these 
_purchases also. Certain it is, that the transactions 
of the federal government with the Indians have 
been uniformly characterized by a sincere and para- 
mount desire to promote their welfare; and it must 
be a source of the highest gratification to every 
friend to justice and humanity to learn that. not- 
| withstanding the obstructions from time to time 
|thrown in its way, and the difficulties which have 
}arisen from the peculiar and impracticable nature 
|of the Indian character, the wise, humane, and un- 
deviating policy of the government in this, the most 
difficult of all our relations, foreign or domestic, 
has at length been justified to the world in its near 
approach to a happy and certain consummation. 
The condition of the tribes which occupy the coun- 
| try set apart for them in the west, is highly prospe- 
_rous, and encourages the hope of their early civiliza- 
ition. They have, for the most part, abandoned the 
| hunter state, and turned their attention to agricultural 
_pursnits. All those who have been established for 
jany length of time in that fertile region, maintain 
themselves by their own industry. There are among 
them traders of io inconsiderabie capital, and planters 
|exporting cotton to some extent; but the greater 
jnumber are sinall agriculturists, living in comfort 
upon the produce of their farms. The recent emi- 
igrants, although they have in some instanees re- 
moved reluctantly, have readily acquiesced in their 
unavoidable destiny. ‘They have found at once a 
‘recompense for past suficrings, and an incentive to 
industrious babits, in the abundance and comforts 
around them. There is 1eason to believe that all 
| these tribes are friendly in their teelings towards the 
United States; and it is to be hoped that the acquisi- 
| tion of individual wealth, the pursuits of egriculture, 
and habits of industry, will subdue their warlike pro- 
| pensities, and incline them to maintain peace among 
themselves. Toeffect thisdesirab!e objett, the atten- 
tion of congress is soliciled te the measures recom 
mended by the secretary of war for their future go- 
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vernment and protection, as well from each other as 
from the hostility of the warlike tribes around them, 
and the intrusions of the whites. The policy of the 


guarantied to thein its peaceful and undisturbed pos- 
session. It only remains to give them a government 
and laws which will encourage industry, and secure 
to them the rewards of their exertions. T’be impor- 
tance ef some form of government cannot be too 
much insisted upon. The earliest effects will be to 
diminish the causes and occasions for hostilities 
among the tribes, to inspire an interest In the obser- 
vance of laws to which they will have themselves 
assented, and to multiply the securities of property, 
and the motives for self-improvement. Intimately 
connected with the subject, is the establishment of 
the military defences recommended by the secretary 
of war, which have been already referred to. With- 
out them, the government will be powerless to re- 
deem its pledges of protection to the emigrating In- 
dians against the numerous warlike tribes that sur- 
round them, ahd to provide for the safety of the 
frontier settlers of the bordering states. 

The case of the Seminoles constitutes at present 
the only exception to the successful efforts of the 
government to remove the Indians to the homes as- 
signed them west of the Mississippi. Four hundred 
of this tribe emigrated in 1836, and filteen hundred 
in 1837 and 1838, leaving in the country, it is sup- 
posed, about 2,000 Indians. The continued treach- 
erous conduct of these people; the savage and un- 

rovoked murders they have lately been committed, 
balehering whole families of the settlers of the ter- 
ritory, without distinction of age or sex, and making 
their way into the very centre and heart of the coun- 
try, so that no part of it is free frown their ravages; 
their frequent attacks on the light-houses along that 
dangerous coast; and the barbarity with which they 
have murdered the passengers and crews of such 
vessels as have been wrecked upon thie reefs and keys 
which border the Gulf,leave the government no aiter- 
native but to continue the military operations against 
them until they are totally expelled from Florida, 

There are other inotives which would urge the go- 
vernment to pursue this course towards the Semi- 
noles. The United States have fulfilled in good 
faith all their treaty stipulations with the Tndian 
tribes, and have in every other instance, insisted upon 
a like performance of their obligations. To relax 
from this salutary rule because the Seminoles have 
maintained themselves so long in the territory they 
had relinquished, and, in defiance of their frequent 


and solemn engagements, still continue to wage a 
ruthless war against the United States, would not 


only evince a want of constancy on our part, but be 
of evil example in our intercourse with other tribes. 
Experience has shown that but little is to be gained 
by the march of armies through a country so inter- 
sected with inaccessible swamps and marshes, and 
which, from the fatal character of the climate, must 
be abandoned at the end of the winter. I recom- 
mend, therefore, to your attention, the’plan submitted 
by the secretary of war in the accompanying report, 
for the permanent occupation of the portion of the 
territory freed from the Indians, and the more effi- 
cient protection of the people of Fiorida from their 
inhuman warilare. 

From the report of the secretary of the navy, here- 
with transmitted, it will appear that a large portion 
of the disposable naval force is neither aclively em- 
ployed, or in a state of preparation for the purposés 


of experience and discipline, and the protection of 


our commerce. So effectual has been this protec- 
tion, that, so far as the information of government 
extends, not a single outrage has been attempted on 
a vessel carrying the flag of the United States, within 


the present year, in any quarter, however distant or 


exposed. 
he Exploring Expedition sailed from Norfolk on 
the 19th of August last; and information has been re- 
eeived of its safe arrival at the island of Madeira. The 
best spirit animates tlie officers and crews,and there 
is every reason to anticipate, from its efforts, results 
beneficial to commerce and honorable to the nation. 
It will also be seen that no reduction of the force 
now in commission is contemplated. The unsettled 
state of a portion of South America renders it indis- 
pensable that our commerce should receive protec- 
tion in that quarter; the vast and increasing interests 
embarked in the trade of the Indian and China seas, 
in the whale fisheries of the Pacific ocean, and in 
the gulf of Mexico, require equal attention to their 
safety; and a small squadron may be employed to 
great advantage on our Atlantic coast, in meeting 
sudden demands for the reinforcement of other sta- 
tions, in aiding merchant vessels in distress, in af- 
fording active service to an additional number of 
officers, and in visiting the different ports of the 
United States, an accurate knowledge of which is 
obviously of the highest importance. 
The attention of congress is respectfully called to 





that portion of the report recommending an increase 
in the number of smaller vessels, and to other sug- 


gestions contained in that document. The rapid in- 
government has given them a permanent home, and | 


crease and wide expansion of our commerce, which 
isevery day seeking new avenues of profitable ad- 
venture; the absolute necessity of a naval force for 
its protection precisely in the degree of its extension; 
a due regard to the national rights and honor; the re- 
collection of its former exploits, and the anticipation 
of its future triumphs whenever opportunity presents 
itself, which we may rightfully indulge from the ex- 
perience of the past, ali seem to point to the navy as 
a most efficient arm of our national defence, and a 
proper object of legislative encouragement. 

The progress ail condition of the post office de- 
partment will be seen by reference to the report of 
the postmaster general. The extent of post roads, 
covered by mail contracts, is stated to be 134,818 
iniles, and annual transportation upon them 34,580,- 





202. The number of post offices in the United 

| States is 12,553, and rapidly increasing. The gross 
revenue for the year ending on the 30th day of June 
last, was $4,262,145. The accruing expenditures, 
$4,680,068; excess of expenditures, $417,923. This 
‘has been made up out of the surplus previously on 
hand. ‘The cash on hand on the first instant, was 
$314,068. The revenue for the year ending June 
30, 1838, was $161,540 more than that for the year 
ending June 30, 1837. The expenditures of the de- 
partment had been graduated upon the anticipation 
of a largely increased revenue. A moderate curtail- 
ment of mail service consequently became necessary, 
and has been eflected, to shield the department against 
the danger of embarrassment. Its revenue is now 
improving, and it will soon resume its onward course 
in the march of improvement. 

Your particular attention is requested to so much 
of the postmaster general’s report as relates to the 
transportation of the mails upon rail-roads. The laws 
on that subject do not seem adequate to secure that 
service, now become alinost essential to the public 
|interests, and at the same time protect the depart- 
iment from combinations and unreasonable demands. 
Nor can I too earnestly request your attention to 
‘the necessily of providing a mere secure building for 
this department. The danger of destruction to which 
its important books and papers are continually ex- 
| posed, as well from the highly combustible character 
‘of the building occupied, as from that of others in the 
vicinity, calls loudly for prompt action. 

Your attention is again earnestly invited to the 
suggestions and recommendations submitted at the 
last session in respect to the District of Columbia. 

I feel it my duty, also, to bring to your notice cer- 
‘tain proceedings at law which have recenily been 
| prosecuted in this district, in the name of the United 











‘States, on the relation of Messrs. Stockton and | 


| Stokes, of the state of Maryland, against the post- 
‘inaster general; and which have resulted in tie pay- 
|ment of money out of the rational treasury, for the 
first time since the establishment of the government, 
by judicial compulsion exercised by the common law 
writ of mandamus, issued by the cireuit court of this 
District. 

The facts of the case, and the grounds of the pro- 


the decision; and any additional information which 
you may desire will be supplied by the proper depart- 
ment. No interference in the particular case is con- 
templated. The money has been paid; the claims 
of the prosecutors have been satisfied; and the whole 
subject, so far as they are concerned, is finally dis- 
posed of; but it is on the supposition that the case 
may be regarded as an authoritative exposition of the 
law as it now stands, that I have thought it necessary 
to present it to your consideration. 

The object of the application to the circuit court 
was to compel the postinaster general to carry into 
effect an award made by the solicitor of the treasury, 


certain claims of the relators on the post office de- 
partmenf, which award the postmaster general de- 
clined to execute in full, until he should receive 
further legislative direction on the subject. If the 
| duty imposed on the pestmaster general, by that law, 
‘was to be regarded as one of an official nature, be- 
longing to his office as a branch of the executive, 
then it is obvious that the constitutional competency 
of the judiciary to direct and control him in its dis- 
‘charge, was necessarily drawn in question. And if 
the duty so imposed on the postmaster general was 
to be considered as merely ministerial, and not ex- 
ecutive, it yet remained to be shown that the circuit 
court of this district had authority to interfere by 
mandamus—such a power having never before been 
asserteé or claimed by that court. With a view to 
_ the settlement of these important questions, the judg- 
ment of the circuit court was carried, by a writ of 
error, to the supreme court of the United States. In 








the opinion of that tribunal, the duty imposed on the 
postmaster ceneral was notan official executive duty, 


ceedings, will be found fully stated in the report of 


under a special act of congress for the settlement of 


—- 
but one of a merely ministerial nature. The 5, 
constitutional questions which had been Micnuse 
were, theiefore, excluded from the decisjon of th 
case; the court, indeed, expressly admitting ty 
with powers and duties properly belonging to the 
executive, no other department'can interfere by the 
writ of mandamus; and the questions, therefo,. 
solved itself into this: has congress conferred 
the circuit court of this district the power to 
such a writ to an officer of the general govern 


Upon 
1SSue 


commanding him to perform a ministerial act 
majority of the court have decided that it has but 
have founded their decision upon a process of Te 
soning which, in my judgment, renders further legis. 
lative provision indispensable to the public inte 
and the equal administration of justice. 

It has tong since been decided by the suprem, 
court, that neither that tribunal nor the cireyj 
courts of the United States held within the respec. 
tive states, possess the power in question; but it j, 
now held that this power, denied to both of thes 
high tribunals, (to the former by the constitutjo, 
and to the latter by congress,) has been, by its le. 
gislation, vested in the circuit court of this distyjot 
No such direct grant of power to the circuit coyy 
of this district is claimed; but it has been held tp 
result, by necessary implication, from several see. 
tions of the law establishing the court. One of 
these sections declares, that the laws of Maryland 
as they existed at the time of the cession, shoy\ 
be in force in that part of the district ceded by tha 
state; and, by this provision, the common lay, jp 
civil and criminal cases, as it prevailed in Marylang 
in 1801, was established in that part of the district, 

In England, the court of king’s bench—because 
the sovereign, who, according to the theory of the 
constitution, is the fountain of justice, originally 
sat there in person, and is still deemed to be pre. 
sent,’ in construction of law—alone possesses the 
high power of issuing the writ of mandamus, not 
only to inferior jurisdictions and corporations, but 
also to magistrates and others, commanding 1. en, 
in the king’s name, to do what their duty requires, 
in cases where there is a vested right, and no other 
specific remedy. It has been held, in the case re. 
ferred to, that, as the supreme court of the United 


restg 


to exercise this power, and as the circuit court of 


cases at common law, and the highest court of ori- 
ginal jurisdiction in the district, the right to issue 
the writ of mandamus is incident to its common 
law powers. Another ground relied upon to main 
tain the power in question is, that it was included, 
by fair construction, in the power it granted to the 


the courts of the United States,” passed 13th of 


judges thereof the same powers as were by /aw 


district of the authority in dispute; but left it stil 
clothed with the powers over the subject which, 
is conceded, were taken away from the circult 
courts of the United States by the repeal of the 
act of 13th February, 1801. 

Admitting that the adoption of the laws of Me 
ryland for a portion of this district confers on te 
circuit court thereof, in that portion, the transcel: 
dant extra-judicial prerogative powers of the cout 
of king’s bench, in England, or that either of the 
acts of congress, by necessary implication, autho 
rize the former court to issue a writ of mandamls 
to an officer of the United States, to eompel him t 
perform a ministerial duty, the consequences 4 
in one respect, the same. The sresult in either 
case is, that the officers of the United States, sta 
tioned in different parts of the United States, ar, 
in respect to the performance of their official 
ties, subject to different laws and a different supe” 
vision; those in the states to one rule, and those!" 
the District of Columbia to another and a very dif 
ferent one. In the district their official conducts 
subject to a judicial control, from which in the 
states they are exempt. 

Whatever difference of opinion may exist as {0 
the expediency of vesting suck a power in the)" 
diciary, in a system of government constituted like 
that of the United States, all must agree that a 
disparaging discrepancies in the law and in the 
ministration of justice ought not to be permitted ® 
continue; and as congress alone can provide 
remedy, the subject is unavoidably presented © 


your cousideration. oe 
M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, December 3, 1855 
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‘circuit courts of the United States, by the act “oF - 
provide for the more convenient organizationd > © 


vested in the cirenit courts of the United States F 
and in the judges of the said courts; that the repel F 
of the first mentioned act, which took place in the & 


next year, did not divest the cireuit court of this | ton, Cla 


Ps 





States iz, by the constitution, rendered incompetent F 


this district is a court of general jurisdiction in F 


February, 1801; that the act establishing the cit- J 
cuit court of this district, passed the 27th day oF - 
February, 1801, conferred upon that court and the F 3 
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—— 
December 5. The. chats laid before the senate 


the following executive communications, Viz: . 
1. The annual report of the contingent expendi- 
tures of the state department. ae 
9, The treasury annual report of the finances. 
3. Copies of all accounts settled at the treasury 
for the past year. ieey 
Norrces. By Mr. Norvell, for leave to bring ina 
pill making certain grants of public lands, and for 
other purposes. : a 
By Mr. Clay, of Alabama, bills for the relief of 
certain individuals therein named. 


By Mr. Buchanan, for leave to bring in a bill for 
the relief of the heirs of Thomas Sumpter. 

By Mr. Prentiss, for bills for the relief of Elisha 
Towns, Henry Fairbanks, and John McLeod. 

By Mr. Criitenden, for a bill for the relief of Pierre 
Menard and others. . 

The joint resolution from the house returning the 
thanks of congress to the family of gen. Lafayette, 
for the present of a copy of the memoirs of gen. L. 
was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Clay, of Ala. 
laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, agreeably to notice, ob- 
tained leave and introduced a bill for the reduction 
and graduation of the price of public lands; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hubbard, by unanimous consent, introduced 
a resolution, which was adopted, suspending the 
34th rule so faras that the presiding officer of the 
senate shall appoint for the present session the 
standing committees, with the exception of the 
chairman of the committee on commerce, who 
should be elected by ballot. 

The senate accordingly proceeded to ballot for 
that chairman, when there appeared for Mr. King 
23 votes, scattering 3. 

A majority of the senate not having voted, a 
second ballot was had, when Mr. King, having re- 
ceived 26 votes, was declared duly elected. 

The senate concurred in the resolution of the 
house for the appointment of two chaplains for the | 
session, and then adjourned. 





,, 





December 6. The chair announced to the senate | 
the following as the standing committees of the | 
senate for the ensuing session : | 

On foreign relations—Messrs. Buchanan, (chair- 
man,) Tallmadge, Clay, of Kentucky, Rives, Niles. | 

On finance—Messrs. Wright, (chairman,) Web- | 
ster, Nicholas, Benton, Hubbard. | 

On commerce—Messrs. King, (chairman,) Davis, | 
Brown, Norvell, Ruggles. 

On manufactures—Messrs. Niles, (chairman, ) | 
Lumpkin, Preston, Strange, Ruggles, 

On agriculture—Messrs. Smith, of Conn. (chair- | 
man,) Spenee, Linn, McKean, Mouton. 

On military affuirs—Messrs. Benton, (chairman, ) | 
Preston, Tipton, Wall, Ailen. 

On militia—Messrs. Clay, of Ala., (chairman,) | 
Swift, Mouton, Smith, of Indiana, Foster. 

On naval affairs—-Mr. Rives, (chairman,) South- 
ard, Tallmadge, Cuthbert, Williams. | 

On public lands—Mr. Walker, (chairman,) Ful- | 
ton, Clay, of Alabama, Allen, Prentiss. 

On private land claims—Messrs. Linn, (chair- | 


man,) Sevier, Bayard, Mouton, Lyon. 


On Indian affairs—Messrs. White, (chairman,) | 


Sevier, Tipton, Linn, Swift. 

Of claims—Messrs. Hubbard, (chairman,) Tip- 
ton, Crittenden, Young, Merrick. 

On revolutionary claims—Messrs. Brown, (chair- 
inan,) White, Crittenden, Norvell, Smith, of Conn. 

On the judiciary—Messrs. Wall, (chairman,) 
Morris, Clayton, Strange, Pierce. 

Ona the post office and post roads—Messrs. Robin- 
son, (chairman,) Lumpkin, Wright, Brown, Mer- 
rick. 

On roads and canals—Messrs. Tipton, (chair- 
man,) McKean, Young, Lyon, Foster. 

On Pensions—Messrs. Morris,(chairman,) Pren- 
tiss, Pierce, Roane, Williams. 

For the District of Columbia—Messrs. Roane, 
(chairman,) Nicholas, Spence, Bayard, McKean. 

On patents and the patent office—Messrs. Strange, 
(chairman,) Davis, Prentiss, Robinson, Lyon. 

Committee to audit and control contingent expenses 
of the senate—Messrs. McKean, (chairman,) Ful- 
ton, Knight. 

On engrossed bills—Messrs. Norvell, (chairman, ) 
Smith, of Indiana, Merrick. 

Mr. Prentiss, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
prevention of duelling in the District of Columbia, 
and fortie punishwvent of the same. Read twice 
by unanimous consent, and referred to the commit- 
tee on the judiciary. 

Mr. Norvell, presented twelve memorials from up- 
wards of one thousand citizens of different parts of 
Michigan, praying an appropriation for making a 


| an appropriation sufficient to compiete the constru 


¢ state +1 . tn ¢ nant « anniv th nev 
| the state will agree to accept and apply the money to 


| nitions 


harbor at Brest, and for the erection af « light-house 
at Stony Point, in said state. 

Numerous petitions were, on imotion of several 
senators, ordered to be taken from the files, and re- 
ferred to their appropriate committees. 

Mr. Wall gave notice that on to-morrow he would 
ask leave to bring in a bill to prevent the counter- 
feiting of foreign coins, and-{or the punishment 
thereof. 

Also, a bill tp amend an act entitled “an act more 
effectually to provide for the ptinishment of-certain 
crimes against the United States.” 

Mr. Norvell, agreeably to notice, introduced -a 
bill making certain grants of land, and for other pur- 
poses; Which was twice read, and referred to the 
committee on public lands. 

The Chair communicated to the senate a report 
from the treasury department, containing a state- 
ment from Mr. Hassler in relation to the coast sur- 
vey, and of the standard of weights and measures, 
showing the progress in the saine during Lue present | 


Mr. Elisha Haley 
Orrin Hoit 
Samuel Ingham 


Mr. Heman Alien 
Horace Everett 
Isaac Fletcher 








Mr. John T. Andrews 
Cyrus Beers 
Bennet Bicknell 
Samuel Birdsall 
John C. Brodhead 
Isaac H. Bronson 
C. C. Cambreleng 
Timothy Childs 
John C. Clark 
Edward Curtis 





year. John 1. De Graif 
Mr. Prentiss, on leave, introduced a bill to estab- John Edwards 
lish a board of commissioners to hear and exainine | Millard Fillmore 
claims againstthe United States. Read twice, and | Henry A. Foster 
referred. Albert Gallup 
} 


Abraham P. Grant 
Hiram Gray 

Ogden Holfman 
Thomas B. Jackson 
Nathaniel Jones 


Also, a bill to establish a pension agency at Mont- 
pelier in the state of Vermont. Twice read, and 
referred. 

Mr. Knight, pursuant to notice, introduced a bill 
allowing a drawback on hemp when manufactured 
into cordage and exported; which was twice read, 
aad referred. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Suinpter, of 
South Carolina, was twice read, and, after having 
been considered in committee of the whole, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Several private bills were also introduced. 

On motion of Mir. Rives, the memorial of com- 
modore James Barron was referred to the commit- | 
tee on naval afiairs. 

Mr. Tipton introduced the following: 

Resolved, 'That the committee on roads and canals | 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making} 
t10Nn | 
of the Cumberland road to the Mississippi river, or to | 
Jefferson city, Missouri; the appropriation, when made, | 
to be paid over to the several states within whose limits | 
the road is situated in annual instalments: Proveded, | 


Mr. John B. Aycrigg 
William Halsted 
John P. B. Maxwell! 


Mr. William Beatty 
Richard Biddle 
Andrew Buchanan 
Edward Darlington 
Edward Davies 
Jacob Fry, jr. 

R. H. Hammond 
Thomas Henry 
Edward B. Hubley 
George M. Keim 

J. Klingensmith, jr. 
Henry Logan 
T.M.T.McKennan 





the objects intended, and discharge the general govern- 
ment from any furtheir appropriations: and provided | 
also, that the states have authority to collect tolls on the | 
said road sufficient to keep the same ‘n good repair af | Mr. John Dennis 
ter its completion; and shall allow the arms and mu-| Benj. C. Howard 
Daniel Jenifer 


William C. Johnson 


of war of the general government to pass the | 

same toll free. 
Mr. Yipion also introduced the following: 
Resolved, That the committee on roads and canals! yy Linn Banks 

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of making | I Audra Reline 

an appropriation for the construction of the Cumber- Th W. Bouldi 

land road in the states of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois. | ames .< oe in 
The bill for the reduction and graduation of the | Robert Craig 

price of the public lands was taken up, read twice, | G. C. Dromgoole | 

George W. Hopkins 


From Rhode Island. 

Mr. Robert B. Cranston Mr. J. L. Tillinghast 
From Connecticut. 

Mr. Launcelot Phelps 


isaac Toucey 


T. T. Whittlesey 


Irom Vermont. 
Mr. Hiland Hall 


aT. 


from New Yori. 
Mr. Gouverneur Kemble 


Arphaxed Loomis 
Richard P. Marvin 
Robert McClellan 
Charles F. Mitchell 
Ely Moore 
Willliam H. Noble 
John Palmer 
Amasa J. Parker 
Harvey Putnam 
Luther C. Peck 
Zadock Pratt 
John H. Prentiss 
David Russell 
Mark H. Sibley 
James B. Spencer 
William Taylor 
Obadiah Titus 

A. Vanderveer 
Henry Vail 


From New Jersey. 
Mr. Joseph F. Randolph 


Charles C. Stratton 
Thomas J. Yorke 


From Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Mathias Morris 


Samuel W. Morris 
Charles Navlor 
Lemuel Paynter 
David Petrikin 
Arnold Plumer 
David Potts, jr. 
Luther Reily 
John Sergeant 
Daniel Shetier 
George W. Toland 
David D. Wagener 


From Delaware. 
Mr. John J. Miligan. 
From Maryland. 
Mr. John P, Kennedy 


James A Pearce: 
Francis Thomas 
J.T.H. Worthington 


From Virginia. 
Mr. James M. Mason 


Charles F. Mercer 
William S. Morgan 
Francis E. Rives 
John Robertson 
Archibald Stuart 


and referred to the committee on the public lands. 
Mr. Hubbard introduced the following: 
Resolved, 'That the committee on pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending | 


the acts of congress granting pensions for disabilities | 


incurred during the late war, so as to have the pensions 
of such invalids commence at the time their disability 
was received. 

Mr. Norvvell submitted the following: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of increasing 


the district of Michigan. 

The various parts of the president’s message 
were, on motion of the severa! senators, referred to 
their appropriate committees. 

After a short executive session the senate ad- 
journed over till Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monday, Dec.3. At 12 o’clock the house was 
called to order by the speaker, 

And the roll of members having been then call- 
ed, the following members appeared to be present: 
From Maine. 

Mr. Hugh J. Anderson Mr. Joseph C. Noyes 
Thomas Davee Virgil D. Parris 
George Evans Edward Robinson 
John Fairfield 

From New Hampshire. 

Mr. C. G. Atherton Mr. Joseph Weeks 
Samuel Cushman Jared W. Williams 
James Farrington 

From Massachusetts. 

Mr. John Q. Adams Mr. Richard Fletcher 

Nathaniel B. Borden George Grennell, jr. 





the salary of the district judge of the United States for | 


Joseph Johnson John Taliaferro 
John W. Jones Henry A. Wise 
From North Carolina, 

Mr. Jesse A. Bynum Mr. Abraham Rencher 
Henry W. Connor Samuel T. Sawyer 
Edmund Deberry A. H. Shepperd 
Micajah T. Hawkins Charles Shepard | * 
James J. McKay Edward Stanly ; 
W. Montgomery Lewis Williams 

From South Carolina. 

Mr. John Campbell Mr. John K. Griffin 
William K. Clowney R. Barnwell Rhett 
Franklin H. Elmore 

From Georgia. 

Mr. W. C. Dawson Mr. Charles E. Haynes 
Thomas Glascock Jabez Jackson 
Seaton Grantland George W. Towns 

From Kentucky. 

Mr. John Calhoon Mr. John Pope 
William J. Graves Edward Rumsey 
James Harlan W. W. Southgate 
Richard H. Hawes J. R. Underwood 

Richard Menefee John White 
John L. Murray Sherrod Wiiliams 
From Tennessee. 

Mr. James K, Polk 
Ebenezer J. Shields 
William Stone 
Hopkins L. Turney 
Joseph L. Williams 
C. H. Williams | 


Mr. Jobn Bell 
Williain B. Campbell 
William B. Carter 
Richard Cheatham 
John W. Crockett 
Abraham P. Maury 
"Abraham McClellan 
From Ohio. 
Mr. James Alexander, jr, Mr. Alexander Harper 
John W. Ailen D. P. Leadbetter 


George N. Briggs 
W. B. Calhour® 
Caleb Cushifig 





William 8S. Hastings 
Levi Lincoln 
William Parmenter 








William Kay Bond Samson Mason 
John*Chaney Calvary Morris... % 
| Charles D. Coffin Joseph Ridgway 
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| ee Fi : 
Matthias Sheplor Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Parker, | Clellan, Montgomery, Morgan, Murra 
Joshua R. Giddings, koe Swearingen Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, P} Rh ; 
Patrick G, Goode T 
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Y; Parris, Phe, & 
‘ ott, Reve! | Rhett, Rives, Sawyer, Snyder, Stuari, Thomas Td 
aylor Webster Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Rariden, Reily, Rhett, Rives, cey, Towns, Turney, Jj. Ww. Wiiliams, Worth.” F 

From Louisiana obertson, Saw er, Shefler, puaustine H. Sheppard, ton—48, Lig. 

H Johoe. Charles Shepar » Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, 
“ar. Hen y © Ohnson Stuart, Swearingen, Taliaferr 
From Indiana. 2s tus, ‘Toucey, Towns T 
Mr. ange H. Dann Mr. William Herod 


Ws, Beers, Pick nell, Birdsaly, Brog 
urney, Underwood, Vail, Van- head, Bronson, Cambreleng, DeGraff, Foster, Gallyy 
, ‘ gener, Websier, Weeks, Sherrod Wij. Grant, Gray, Holt, T. RB. Jackson, N: Jon 
John Wing James Rariden liams, Jared W. Will; aA 
: William Graham’ Albert S. White 


For Mr. Living ston, i 
0, Taylor, Thomas, 7: Messrs. Andre f 
erveer, Wag ; 



































: Ke nb) 
ams, Jos, J, illiams, and Loomis, R. McClellan Sore, Noble, Paln . 
orthing on—1]19, Parmenter, Pratt, J. H. rentiss, Spencer, Tayi 
From Mississippi. a essrs. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, Titus, Vail, Vanderveer, Whittlesey—3]_ af 
Mr. Thomas J. Word John “W. Allen, YGise. Beil, Biddle, Bond, Borden, For Mr. Shock: gt 
(From Mlinois. Briggs, William §. Ca! 10un, John Calhoun, William Messrs, Alexander, Biddle, Borden, Cranston, Dar. | mS 
Mr. Zadok Casey Mr. Adam W. Snyder! B. ampbell, Carter, Childs, Clowney, Coffin, Corwin, lington, Davies, Fillmore Henry Marvin, McKeny,, . 
William L May ranston, Crockett, Curtis, Darlington, Davies, De- Mitchell, M. Morris, Naylor, Peck, Potts, Putnam’ Ba: 
From Alabama 3 berry, Dennis, Dunn, vans, Everett, Richard Fletcher, Ridgway, Russell, Sergeant, Slade, Toland—g)_ ') a cl 
Mr. Reub Ch . Mr Francis a Ewce ilmore, Giddings Goode William Graham, Grant, or Mr. Naudain. mot 
Fr. Ateuben Cha abb J hon £. M. tin | Graves, Grennel, all, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, Hast: Messrs. Briggs, Coffin, Dann, Everett, Grenney P 
corge W. Cral oshua L. Mar ings, Hawes, Henry, Herrod, Hoffinan, Jenifer, Hen- | Hall, Harper, Jenifer, ¢. Mason, sary, May, Max’ 
ixon H. git aa m Michigan Marvin ania 2 Cost Johnson, Sn o% bincoln Se Mill ny emia Rariden, Randolph, Renche, § 
. arvin, 0 ason, Maury, Ma Tom ax well, | Stratton, auaterro, L. Williams-— ' 
r. Isaac EB, Crary. McKennon, Mercer, Milligan, Mathias Mortis, Cal. For Mr. Buehler, 
From Florida Territory, _ | Vary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Pearce, Peck, Pope, Potts, Messrs. Beaity, Buchanan, Fry, Hammond, Hubley . 
'. Charles Downing, Delegate, Putnam, Randolph, Rencher, Ridg-wa , Robinson, Keim, Klingensinith, Logan, §, - Morris, ay nter. 
rom Iowa Territory. umsey, Russel, Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, South ate, | Petrikin, Piumer, Reily, Sheffer, Wagener, Weeks— 1 
r.W. W. Chapman, delegate. only. Stone, Wie wilt, Toland, = vert ¥a 3 or Mr. Bigler, 
The following gentlemen appeared Were qualified, | * Waite, John YY Rite, itt esey, Lewis ullams, ‘“essrs. Chane 
: , Christopher H. Will; W 
and took their Seats, 


Y, Cushman, Farrington, Tsaac Fler. 
eher, Lead better, lor, S 


ams, Wise, Word, and Yorke.—9], Sheplor, Swearingen, W ebster—s 
essrs. Beérs and Putnam of New York, Gig.| The ainendment to the 


, amendment —- + ki 
dings and Swearingen of Ohio, and Crabs of Ala- | ', the question r curred e 


or Mr. Birch, 
baina. 





On agreeing to 1 alter! Messrs. Crockett, Halsted, Herod, Menefee, Run. 
as thus amended. sey, Southvate, Underwood, White, C. Wil. B@ sta: 
: '. Thomas said he had voted for the amend. | liams—9, ae ° | to « 
Mr. Crary, of Michigan, presented the certificate | ment, and although the Proposition pending had For Mr. Whitney, Go othe 
of election of Mr, J. D. Doty, as delegate elect trom een thereby made More acceptable to him, still he} Messrs Clark and tad ree hol > ther 
e territory of Wisconsin, and moved that he be | Was not at that time Prepared to vote for it His r. Bronson Feported that the who © Dumber of FF 
qualified and take his seat, — " | reasons were that more time wa 
r. Jones, Wisconsin, contested the right. He 


Votes given had been 210, that 106 Were necessary 
to a choice, and that . 







: of s > Vass the 9nalifications of the several] candidates, 
Said that he did not ask to be again qualified, as >} t he election could not be closed to q 
had hiunself been already heretofore qualified as the 
















r. Clarke had received - 55 Votes, 
ay, but r. Garland, - - - 8 ee 
: Would run through to-morrow, and thereby dela Ir. Liv; 31 view 
elegate trom Wisconsin. He claimed to have been ‘the Publication of the President?s message. “In the ” thous a ee [C 
uly elected, and, having served but one term; he | eantime all diffiey 'y could be obviated by the Sean, a ee al Th 
clalined to retain his “eat under the act of Congress | ad, tion of Mr. Pet iken’s motio Mr. Navdain, . ‘ , <0 altere 
of March 3d, 1817, w ich declared that al territ Mr earce, of Md. had voted against the amend. ty mee P ’ ? 7 the v 
rial delegates should be elected for the same ters, iheot but, as the house had decided in its favor. he Mr Bieler erie 3 - in ov 
as mMeinbers from the States, thought it better to Proceed to the ¢ ection at Mr. Whitney : a ‘ PF od 
A motion was made by Mr. Keim to lay the sub. once: f ; | 0 choice havine bee it Was sucess f . 
ject on the table, but, baide Subsequently with-| | believe, ‘Continued Mr, P., that, if you now | 4p hi em oameat'e he jon resolute yh 
drawn, on Motion of Mr. Mercer, the Subject was | Postpone the election, you will do the very thin | senate should be taken UP, and acted on, - elect | 
ordered to lie over till Thursday next. which you have recently determined should not oe lr. Thomas Proposed that the assistant ele; Le I be swe 
The following fommanication was received from | done—that 1s to say, you will elect the clerk b permitted to act until this should be done and stioud Py, 
ainuel Burch, °Sq-> principal clerk in the office ballot—there will be balloting elsewhere, If not then carry the message of the house to the Seniale: was th 
of the clerk of the house of representatives; here. Now, I want nothing of this kind. i Wish ut the house manifesting decided dissent— ) The 
Office of the House of Representatives to see the question decided here, and at this time, r. Cushman moved to adjourn, but the moti dhinia 
| by the unbiassed and Independent Judgment of the | Was lost. Ayes 8] noes not counted ive] 
Washington, Dec, 3, 1838, members of this house. This can be done if we go | he hou ieee -. voted again, when {| ere sah g | 
_ tr: The painfal duty is devolved Upon me of} ints the election at once; it cannot be done if the) | it ath reported Heyy “ee — om 
presentations the Unie States, ofthe deathg|cletion is porting, enouneed Heke, dhe ballot. | Sult was re Por Mr. Clarke Bie 
Wa ter S. Franklin, €sq-, Clerk of this house. He tie clewere, be a see lg jMessrs. cre Baexander, Heman rans ae @ cessary 
died on the 20th September last at Lancaster. called in this house. ' ada i: in Calica” Willigm Petia Care: Fm land rec 
pn making this Soiminunication, T cannot omit to ‘he amendment as amended was then agreed Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, ' Corwin @ 14, asi 
t embrace this oppor tunity Publicly to express the to, ayes 102, noes 101; and the Original resolution | Crab » Cranstron, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dawsiy, Mess 
eep ae Of every office; of the house at the loss thus amended, adopted—ayes 104, nays 96. eberry, Dennis, Dunn, ‘Evans Everett, Ewin, | ieee 
a the public aud themselves have sustained In the The following gentlemen were then put in nomi-| Richard Fletcher, Fillmore Giddings, Goode, W. F W BC 
Hip eath of Mr. Franklin. nation. raham, aan sienell, Griftin, ow mage Her 3 tor Che 
‘. ith much respect, sir, your obedient Servant, By Mr. Bronson, Edw. Livingston, of N. Y. /2an, Harper, astines, Hawes, oflmaan, me ransto 
Vg Aa S. BURCH, By Mr. Corwin, MM. St. Clay® Clarke, of D. ©, | Henry Johnson, ht ain aes ee Marcil BM son be 
‘fh Hi Chief clk of the office and act’ cl’k Ho, Reps, By Mr, Droimgoole, Hugh A, Garland, of Va. Meneh M, id Ra M he ny M cere ¢ rich ‘ Morre r verett, 
f 0 the hon. Jas, K. Pork, B r. Sergeant Samuel Shoch fp enelee, Mercer, Mathias prris, Calvary Morris, = Wm. G; 
Speaker of 1) Ho. of Rey ¥Y Mr. Serge it, n Och, of Penn, aylor, No es, Pearce Peck, Py e, Putnam; Rariden, Jan H 
e Peake) of t€ £10. 28. j By Mr. agener, Henry Buehler, of Penn, andolph, Ro ertson, Robinson, umsey, A. H. Shep FF Jenif ae 
if Hat. Petriken offered ine following resolution : By Mr. Chaney,” John Bigler, of Ohio, erd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, Staniy, Stone coln, Mf 
# ii Resolved, That the Principal assistant clerk act | By Mr. Clark, Reuben M Whitney, of D.C. Biration Tilhnghast, Toland, Underwood, A. 8. White Kenna 
a as clerk of this house, untij a clerk be chosen by | By Mr. Milligan, Arnold Naudain, of Del, John White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod — Willians, me 
i ft ryt pe - vi Bawa 4 Caused by the death | By Mr. Pope James H. Birch, of Missourl. Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Word, Yo 
|, ae Of the late Wa er S. Frauklin. , 
4 ! He 


; Te Chair observed that as this 
r. Milligan moved tuamend the Said resolution | stance in which an elec 
by Striking out all after the word . ] 


and | vivg voce, it might be d 
inserting in liey thereof the follow i 


ne eS 
rke—88, ’ 
Was the first jn- For Mr. Garland, rn ae 
tion for clerk had been held| . Messrs, Anderson, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Boul: 

irable ¢ int tellers. to | din, vnum, Cambreleng, Casey, Chapman, Connor 
iP Pe n should “he reg toler t0| raiz, Crary, Cushman, Davee, Dromgoole, —_ 

i * 1 Bare’ “airfe ‘ ¢, Grant 
“That the 10use do forthwith proceed to the | corded, and nominated Messrs, Bronson, Corwin, ae: ag ale’, eee ‘layin, a eiggeeeks How: 
election of a clerk,” romzoole, Sergeant, and Wagener to act as such, ard, Ingham, J. Jackson, Josep} 
t. Dromgoole Moved to amend the amendment | an Superintend the election, 

by adding to the end thereof the words ¢ i 





eph Juhnson, J. W. Jones, 
ewis, Lyon, J. M. ason, Martin, McKay, Abraham 
rds following 1€se gentlemen thereupon took their seats at the | McClellen, Montgomery, Morgan Murray, Parker, 
“And that the election be made vive voce,” clerk’s table, | Parmenter, Parris, Petrikin 
A question Was raised by Mr. Adams whether he members Were then ¢ 5 
the amendment to th j 


; » Phelps Rhett, Rives, 
alled upon individually, | Sawyer, Snyder, Stuart, Tho T 

© amendment was IN order, | jn alphabetical] 

but the Chai; decided 


mas, oucey, Towns 
order; and voted as follows: Turney, Weeks, Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Wor: 
it to be so, pa Mr. Clary, thington—60, 

r. Dromgoole asked for the yeas and nays on Messrs eal Clarke, 

the adoption of the amendment to t 


gms, Heman Alien, John W. An ‘ Scone he = etion. It, Brod 
Adams, Heman “1, John W. Allen, Ay. @ ‘ews, » Bic » Bi i, Broa 
he amendment, crigg, Bell, Bond Wm. . Colona’ John Calhoon, Pa a ff Edwantls Birdsal 
Which were Ordered; and being taken, Were—yeas | Ww 
119, nays 91, as follows; 


il. ain 





orris, Payntel, 


Bronson, DeGraff, Edwards, Gally , Grail 
m. B, Campbe !, Wm. B. Carter, Cheatham, Childs, ray, T. RB. Jackson, Nathanie| Jones, Pemble 
Clowney, Cor win, Crabb, Curtis, Cus ing, Dawson, Loomis, Robert McClellan, Moore, -Noble, Palmer, & 
: YEAS—Messrs, Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Deberry, Dennis, Evans, Ewing, R. Fletcher, Gid? ratt, John H. rentiss, Spencer, Taylor, Titus, Vail 
ti Banks, arety Beers, Beirne Bicknell, Birdsall, Boul. dings, Goode, W: Graham, Graves, Griffin, Harlan, anderveer—96, 

if din, Brodhea . Bronson, Buchanan, ynurn, Cambre. Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Henry Johnson, Wm. For Mr. Shoch. 

A eng, Casey, haney, Chapman, Cheatham, Clark, | Cost ohnson, Kennedy, Lincoln, Mercer, (. Morris, Messrs. Biddle, Borden, Darlington, Davies, Henry, 
—_ Connor, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Cushman, Dawson, Da- Noyes, Pope, Robertson, Robinson, A. H. Shep erd, arvin, McKennan, Mitchell, Potts, Ridgway, Rus 
+: vee, De Gra DVromgoole, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, C. Shepard, Shields, Sibley, Stanley, Stone, Tilling. sel] Sergeant, C. H. Wiliiams—}3. 

} Farrington Fairfield, Isaac Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Jt, | hast, John White, Sherrod Williams, J. I, illiams, ‘ For Mr. Buehler. 

a UPs Glascock, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, ise, Word, Yorke—55, Messrs. Beatty, Buchanan, Hammond, Hubley, 
( ammond, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Ho kins, Howard, For Mr. Garland Keim, Klingensmith, Logan, S. w. 

i ubley, In ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Messrs. Anderson, Ath 

Joseph Johnson’ Nathanie] Jones, John W J i 

‘ 


erton, Banks, Beirne, Boul- Plumer, Reily, W 
F ( - ones, | din, Bynum, Casey, Ch 
eim, Kemble, Klingensmith, jr, Leadbetter, Le 


agener, Sheffer—13. 
iy 2Pian, Connor, 


, Craig, Crary, For Mr. Bi ler, 
n Lyon, Jame2 Me = avee, Prowgvole, ore, Fairfield, laseue ty Grant. Messrs. Chane Isaac Fle: er, Leadbetter, Shep 
zJ J ason, ar 17, an ’ ale , aw Sy ; : , 
McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Ingham Jaber } son, Jones Hopkins 
Menefee, Mitchell, Mon ; 


i j folk Tw oward, lor, Swearingen, fag ag TG ‘a pres 
ickson, Josep oOfnson, J, W, ’ or dr. Naudain, . 
Bomery, Moore, Morgan’ Lewis, Lyon, J. M. Mason, Martin, McKay, A. Me-]_ Meesrs, Herod, M esoluti 


iligan, Rencher, Taliaferro—4. 
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No election having been made— 
) Mr. Thomas proposed that, by general consent, 
P the bouse should declare the speaker entitled to 
yote. The existing rule was somewhat ambiguous ; 
+t forbade the speaker’s voting except in elections 
b ballot, but the spirit of the rule would not apply 
yh prohibition to the present case. To relieve 
the speaker from all embarrassment, he was de- 
sirous the house should perinit or direct the speaker 
to vote. Mr. T was going on to enforce this sug- 
estion, When 

Mr. Wise called him to order, on the ground that, 
as the house were acting under an order to elect a 
clerk, till that order was fulfilled all motions were 
out of order. 

The Speaker read the rule, as follows: “In all 
cases of ballot by the house, the speaker shall vote ; 
in other cases he shall not vote, unless the house 
be equally divided, or unless his vote, if given to 
the minority, will make the division equal; and, 
in case of such equal division, the question shall 
be lost ;” and stated that, having examined it with 


a view to his action in the present case, he had | 


been convinced he could not vote under the rule as 
it stood. He had no unwillingness to vote, but was 
oh to do so if such were the pleasure of the 
ouse,. 
standing highest should have so many votes as just 
to equal the whole nuinber of votes given to all 
other candidates, so that if the speaker did not vote 
there would be no election, and if be did vote there 
would, in that case he should consider himself au- 
thorized and bound to vote. 
Mr. Thomus asked if he would be in order to 


move an amendment of the standing rule, with a_ 


view to enable the speaker to vote? 

[Cries of No! no!—Go on!] 

The Chair stated that the rule could only be 
altered by a vote of ‘wo thirds of the house, and 
the vote to amend would not, at present, be strictly 
in order, 

He then directed the clerk to proceed to call the 
house for a third vote. 

Mr. Toucey moved an adjournment. Lost. 

Mr. Johnson, of Virzinia, stated that the delegate 
elect from [owa territory was present and ready to 
be sworn. 

Mr. W. W. Chapman, the delegate froin Iowa, 
was thereupon sworn, and took his seat. 

The nominations: of all the candidates, except 
those of Messrs. Clarke and Garland, were respec- 
tively withdrawn. 

The house then proceeded to a third vote, which 
resulted as follows: 

The whole number of votes given was 210: ne- 


cessary to a choice, 106: of which, Hugh A. Gar- | 


land received 106, and Matthew St. Clair Clarke, 
104, as follows: 
For Mr. Clarke. 

Messrs. Adams, Alexander, Heiman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Ayerigg, Beil, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, | 
W. B Calhoun, John Calhoon, W. B. Campbell, Gar- | 
ter, Cheatham, Childs, Clark, Coffin, Corwin, Crabb, | 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Daw- | 
son, Davies, Deberry, Dennis, Dunn, Edwards, Evans, | 
Everett, Ewing, R. Fietcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, 
Win. Graham, Graves, Grenne!!, Hall, Hals:ead, Har- 
lan, Harper, Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, 
Jenifer, H. Johnson, W. C. Johnson, Kennedy, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, S. Mason, Maury, Mav, Maxwell, Me- 
Kennan, Menefee, Mercer, Milligan, Mitchell, M. Mor- 
ris, C. Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Pearce, Peck, Pope, 
Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, Reucher, Ridgway, 
J. Robertson, E. Rubinson, Rumsey, Russell, Sergeant, 
A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Sibley, Slade, Southgate, 
Stanly, Stone, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tilinghast, Toland, 
Underwood, A. S. White, J. White, L Williams, S. 
Williams, J. L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Word, 


Yorke—104. 
For Mr. Garlaid. 

Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beat- 
ty, Beers, Beirne, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bouldin. Brod- 
head, Bronsou, Buchanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Clowney, Connor, Craig, Crary, 
Cushman, Davee, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Elmore, Far- 
rington, Fairfield, 1. Fletcher, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Glas- 
cock, Grantland, Grant, Gray, Griffin, Haley Ham- 


| 
| 


He further stated that, if the candidate | 


ganized, and ready to receive the presidefit’s mes- 
sage, 

Mr. Thomas suggested that the assistant clerk go 
with the message. 

Mr. Bell objected to this. The house could not 
say that it was duly organized until it had a clerk as 
well as a speaker; but as the clerk elect had not 
been qualified, this was not as yet the fact. He 
moved an adjournment. 

It was stated to the house by Mr. Rives, of Vir- 
ginia, that Mr. Garland was within the walls of the 
capitol, and would be in the house in a few minutes; 
but, as he did not appear— 

Mr. Wise moved to adjourn. 

And the house, having fixed upon twelve as the 
hour for its daily meeting, until further order, ad- 
journed., 

Tuesday, Dec.4. Hugh A Garland, esq. clerk 
elect of the house of representatives, presented him- 
self at the speaker’s table, and took the oath of 
office. 

The house then took up and concurred in the re- 
solution of the senate for the appointment ofa select 
joint committee to wait upon the president of the 
United States, and notify bim of the organization of 
the two bodies, and Messrs. Cumbreleng, Lincoln, 
and Connor, were appointed said comuinittee on the 
part of the house. 

The speaker laid before the house the following 
comuiunication from the hon. J. Q. 4dams. 


representatives of the United States, in congress a@sscim- 

bled: 

In compliance with the request of Mr. George Wash- 
ington Lafayette, and of the respected family of our 
late illustrious and ever-venerated friend, gen. Lafa- 
yette, I have the honor of presenting to congress, 10 





their name, a copy of the memoirs and writings of their 
| honored parent, recenily published by them, to be ce- 
| posited in the library of congress. __ 

| Joun Quincy ADAMS. 
House of reps, U. S. Monday, Dec. 3, 1883. 

The communication having been read, 

Mr. Adams, premising that it seemed to him that, 


something more was due from congress than the or- 
dinary mode of accepting a present of th 
therefore submitted the following resolution, which 
| was agreed to unanimously. 

Resolved by the senute and house of representatives of 
the United States, That the thanks of is congress be 
presented to George Washington Lafayette, tlie son, 
aud to the surviving eareg of the late illustrious and 


To the president of the senate and speaker of the house of | 


| considering the distinguished individual referred to, | 


is kind, he | 


Graves,- Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, Harlan, 
Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, Thomas B. Jacksen, 
Jabez Jackson, Henry Johnson, Joseph Johnson, Wim. 
Cost Jenson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble 
Kennedy, Kiingensmith, Lewis, Logan, Loomis Lyon, 
Mallory, J. M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, Max- 
well, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham MéClellan 
Menetee, Mercer, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, &. 
W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Parker, Parris, Paynter 
Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, Piumer, Pope, Pratt, Ran. 
dolph, Reily, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, Saw- 
yer, A. H. Shepperd, C. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Stuart, Stone, 
Swearingen, Talliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, ‘Titus, Tou- 
jcey, ‘Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Weeks, 
| John White, Whitdesey, Sherred Williams, Jared W. 
| Willams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, 
| Word, Worthingion—136. 

| NAYS—Jehn Quincy Adams, Alexander, Heman 
| Allen, John W. Allen, Ayeri rs, Bond, Borden, Boul!- 
‘din, Briggs, Wm. B. Calhoun, Childe, Coffin, Cranston, 
Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, Dunn, Evans, 
Everett, Richard Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, 
Giddings, Goode, Graham, Grenneil, Hail, Halsted, 
Harper, Hastings, Henry, Herod, Hoffinan, Ingham, 
Jenifer, Marvin, Samson. Mason, McKennan, Mit- 
cheli, M. Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noyes, Par- 
/menter, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Reed, Rido- 
way, Robinson, Russell, Sergeant, Sibley, Slade, Sirat- 
‘ton, Tillinghast, T'cland, Albert S. White, Yorke—60. 

Mr. 4dams gave notice that he would, to-morrow, 
ask leave to bringin a bill to prevent the giving or 
accepting of a cliailenge in the District of Columbia. 

Our Minister in England, §c. 

Mr. Adams oliered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of meit:bers be ap- 
pointed, with leave to send for persons and papers, to 
inguire and report to this house— 

Ist. Whether Andrew Stevenson, envoy extraordi- 
nary and minister plenipotentiary from the United 
Siates at London, is er has recently been engaged in 
|a public newspaper controversy involving his personal 
integrity and the honor of this country, whose repre- 














the parliament of tie United Kingdom of Great Britain 
| and Ireland? 

| 2d. Whether the said Andrew S‘evenson, holding 
the privileged character of an ambassador, bas, in 
' concert with three other persons, citizens of the United 
| States, one of whom is an officer in their navy, engaged 
/in a conspiracy with intent to stop the wind, or, in the 
language of the laws of God and of min, to murder 
the said Daniei O’Connnell in a duel, or by a premedi- 
| tated provocation toa brawl. 
| 3d. Wuether the said Andrew Stevenson, after a 
‘written demand of explanation in the fori usual 


sentative he is, with Daniel O’Connell, a member of 


lamented gen. Lyfayetie, for the copy of his memcirs | among duellists as preliminary toa challenge, and with 
and writings, recently published by them, and pre- | the intent to follow it up by a challenge, preconcerted 
sented in their name to this congress, to be deposited in | with the suid three other citizens of the United States 
their library, and that the same be deposited in their! did not accept of an answer from the said Daniel 


| the said library accordingly. 

On notion of Mr. Harlan, the usual order for the 
supply of newspapers, not to exceed the expense 
of three daily papers for each member, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Grennell, the usual order for 
the election of two chaplains of different denomina- 
tions, was also agreed to. 

Mr. Adams oifered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all the petitions, memorials, and re- 
monstrances, against the annexation of the republic of 
Texas to the United States, presented at the first and 
second sessions of the present congress, together with 
the resolutions of the legislatures of the states of Ala- 
bama, Tennessee, Yermont, Rhode Island, Ohio, 











files, and referred to a select commnittee of 
bers to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Howard moved to lay the 
table. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Mercer, Mr. Howard 
withdrew his motion, and 

Mr. Mercer inquired if any member could inform 
the house whether the application on the pait of 
Texas for admission into the union had, or had not, 
been withdrawn? 

Mr. Howard stated, in reply, that he understood 
so irom the newspapers, but he had no official in- 
formation on the subject. The message of the pre- 
sident, momentarily expected, wou! ' doubtless con- 





mein- 





mond, Hawkins, Haynes, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, 
Hubley, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, J. W. Jones, Kein, Kemble, 
Klingensmith, Leadbetter, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, 
Lyon, James M. Mason, Martin, McKay, Robert Mc- 
Clellan, Abraham McClellan, Montgomery, Moore. 
organ, Samuel W. Morris, Murray, Noble, Palmer, 
arker, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Phelps, 
lummer, Pratt, J. H. Prentiss, Reily, Rhett, Rives, 
Sawyer, Sheffer, Shepherd, Sheplor, Snyder, Spencer, 
tuart, Swearingen, Tavlor, Thomas, ‘Titus, Toucey, 
owns, Turney, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, 
bios Whittlesey, Jared W. Williams, Worthing- 
| . 
Mr. Garland wasthereupon declared duly elected. 
r. Haynes proposed that, as the clerk elect was 
hot present, the house take up and adopt the joint 


regarded Mr, Adains’ resolution as premature, if not 
unnecessary. 

Mr. Mercer expressed himself of the same opin- 
ion, and renewed the motion to lay on the table. 

Mr. Adams asked the yeas and nays on the re- 
newe motion to lay the resolution on the table, 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—Yeas 
136. nays 61, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 


Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 


Cushman, Dawson, Davee, Deberry, DeGraff, Dennis, 
Dromgoole, Edwards, Elmore, Ewing, Fairfield, Ios- 





resolution of the senate, declaring both houses or- 


ter, Fry, Gallup, Garland, Glaseock .Grantland, Grant, 


Michigan, and Massachusetts, now on fice in the clerk’s | 
saad . . ’ ‘ed . i 
office, relating to that subject, be taken froin the said 


resolution on the | 


vey all the requisite information, and he therefore | 


Banks, Beatty, Beers, Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Brod- | 
head, Bronson, Buchanan, Bynum, Wm. B. Campbell, | 


Clark, Clowney, Coles, Crabb, Craig, Crary, Crockett, | 


O'Connell equally unsatisfactory to the codes ef gen- 
uine and of spurious honor, and thereby tacitlv admit 
the truth of the imputation upon his honor, at which 
| he had professed to take offence. ; 
| 4th. Whether the said Andrew Stevenson, in these 
| transactions, has violated the duties of his office as an 
ambassador of peace, the laws of nations, the laws of 
the land, to the government of which he was accredited, 
| the privileges of the British house of commons in the 
| person of one of its members, and tke honor and in- 
_terests of his own country. 
| Sth. Whether the said Andrew Sievenson has, in 
| these transactions, so conducted himself as to require 
the constitutional interposition of this house by im 
| peachment or otherwise. 
| Mr. Howard said that these resolutions covered a 
/a great deal of ground, and, wishing an opportunity 
to examine them, he moved their postponement till 
| Monday next. 
| Mr. .@dams would readily assent to the proposi- 
‘tion. ‘They did, as the gentlemen said, cover a 
| great deal of ground, and they embraced, too, the 


| 
' 


most important objects that could engage the atten- 
| tion of that house, involving, as they did, the honor 
and the peace of the country, and every thing that 
| was, or ought to be dear to freemen. ™ 
| Mr. Hopkins moved to lay the whole subject 
upon the table, on which motion Mr. Reed called 
for the yeas and nays, which, being ordered, were 
| yeas 140, nays 57, as follows: 
YEAS.—Messrs. John W. Allen, Anderson, Ather- 
| ton, Banks, Beatty, Beers, Beli, Bicknell, Biddie, Bird- 
sall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, William 
| B. Campbell, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chap- 
|man, Cheatham, Clark, Clowney, Coffin, Coles, Crabb, 
' Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Davee, De 
_ Graft, Dennis, Dromgoole, Dunn, Elmore, Ewing, Fair. 
‘field, Foster, James Garland, Glascock, William Gra- 
iham, Grantland, Gray, Griffin, Haley, Hammond, 
| Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Herod, Holt, Hopkins, 
| Howard, Hubley, Robert M. 'T. Hunter, Ingham, 
Thos. B. Jackson, J. Jackson, Jenifer, H. Johnson, J. 





| Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Ken- 
inedy, Klingensmith, Lewis, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, 
| Mallory, James M. Mason, Martin, Maury, May, 
| Maxwell, McKay, Robert McClellan, Abraham Me 
_Clellan, Menefee, Milligan, Montgomery, Moore, io. 
i gan, Samuel W. Mortis Murray, Noble, Parker, 
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menter, Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Petrikin, Phelps, 
Piumer, Pope, Pratt, Reily, Rencher, Rhett, Rives, 
Robertson, Rumsey, Russell, Sawyer, Sheffer, Augus- 
tine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, 
Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, Siuam, Stone, 
Swearingen, ‘Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, Titus, Tou- 
cey, Towns, Turney, Underwood, Vanderveer, Wage- 
ner, Webster, Weeks, Albert S. White, John White, 
Whittlesey, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, 
Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, Word, 
and Worthington——140. 

NAYS.—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Alexander, 
Heman Allen, Andrews, Aycrigg, Bond, Borden, 
Briggs, William B. Calhoun, Childs, Curtis, Cushing, 
Darlington, Davies, Deberry, Evans, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher, Isaac Fletcher, Fillmore, Giddings, Goode, 
Grennell, Hall, Halsted, Harlan, Harper, William 8. 
Hastings, Thomas Henry, William Cost Johnson, Lin- 
coln, Marvin, Samson Mason, McKennan, Mercer, 
Mitchell, Mathias Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes, Peck, Potts, Putnam, Rariden, Randolph, 
Reed, Ridgway, Robinson, Russell, Sergeauat, Sibley, 
Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Wise, and Yorke 
—57. 

So the resolutions were laid on the tabie. 

Mr. Cumbreleng, from the committee appointed 
to wait.on the president, reported that they had 
performed that duty, &c., and immediately the 
president’s message was received and read by the 
clerk.—[§G- See senate proceedings. ] 

Mr. Haynes moved to refer the message and ac- 
companying documents t a committee of the whole 
on the state of the unien, and that 15,000 copies of | 
the message without the documents, and 5,000 extra 
copies with the documents, be printed. 

Mr. Bell bad no objection to the latter branch 
of the motion being put, but he objected to the 
reference at this time, as the message coul:! be the 
sooner discussed if kept in the house, than by being 
sent to a cominittee of the whole. nae 

Mr. Haynes insisted that the object of his motion | 
was to afford the widest scope of discussion. Mr. 


a Rr ene 


Mr. Fillmore then rose and said: Mr. Speaker: 
The painful and melancholy duty has devolved upon 
me of announcing to the house the death of my 
lamented friend and colleague, William Patterson. 
He died at bis residence, in Warsaw, on the 14th 
day of August last. 

The last time I saw him was in this hall, at the 
close of the late session. He wasthen in the prime 
of life, and apparently in the full enjoyment of 
health. Blessed by his Creator with a constitution 
that never felt disease—environed by a temperance 
and regularity of habit that ordinarily bids defiance 
to its approach—no man ever left this house with 
fairer prospects of returning toit again. But the 
untiring assiduity with which he devoted himself to 
the discharge of his duties here during that long 
and arduous session, doubtless sowed the seeds of 
that disease whieh so soon terminated his earthly 
existence. Beneath the external glow of health 
that then mantled his cheek, was insidiously prey- 
ing the canker-wormn of death. He was barely en- 
abled to return to the bosom of his family when his 
strength gave way, his reason wandered, and, in a 
few short days, ali that was mortal of William Pat- 
terson, “slept beneath the clods*‘of the valley.” 
Would that this melancholy tale ended here. But 
it does not. The pariner of his earthly joys and 
sorrows, worn down with the watchings and anxie- 
ties of his last illness, with a constitution too feeble 
to support the accumulated distress of a sensitive 
mind, sunk beneath the weight of her sorrows, and, 
in a few days after his interment, she, too, “slept 
the sleep of death” by his side. What an appal- 
ling bereavement to his infant children! ‘They are 
now orphans tn this wide world, exhibiting in their 
changed condition an awful reality of the uncertain- 
ty of life and of all earthly enjoyments. 


name and reputation dear to them that knew him. 
Modest and unassuming in his character, kind and 





H. varied his motion so as to print 15,000 copies 
with the documents, and 5,000 copies of the mes- 
saze alone, which motion, together with that of 
reference, after some further conversation between | 
Messrs. Bell, Haynes, Wise, and J. Garland, as to | 
the disposition made of the message last year, was | 
agreed to. | 

The Speaker laid before the house the annual | 
report of the secretary of the treasury on the state | 
of the finances, of which 10,000 extra copies were | 
ordered to be printed. | 

Also, a statement of the expenditures on the 
contingent fund of the state department for the 
year ending 30th November, 1888. 

Mr. Logan submitted the following: 

Resolved, Tiat the widow of Walter S. Franklin, de- 
ceased, late clerk of the house of representatives of the 
United States, be allowed and paid, out of the contin- 
yent fund, his salary as clerk aeraaeid. up to the 3ist of 
Pucshiber. 1833. 

Mr. Underwood called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. McKennan suggested to his colleague to mo- 
dify the resolution by allowing the salary up to the 
time when the duties of the clerkship began to be 
performed by Mr. Franktin’s successor. 

Mr. Logan accepted the modification. 

Mr. Wise inquired when Mr. Franklin died? 

The Chair said on the 20th of September. 

Mr. Wise then moved to amend the resolution so 
as to allow her the salary to the 20th of September. 


generous in his disposition, honest and inflexible in 


/his purpose—to know him was to respect and es- 


teem him. His heart was without guile; and, 
though he made no professions, yet he habitually 
practised all the virtues that adora the life of a most 
exemplary Christian. 


He made no pretensions to literary acquirements | 


or statesmantike qualifications, and bis native mo- 
desty naturally induced him to seek the quiet re- 
tirement of private life. But, blessed with good 
sense and a strong and retentive memory, he found 
leisure, amid the daify toils of a laborious occupa- 
tion, to cnltivate a taste for reading, which stored 
his mind with useful facts. At the unsolicited re- 
quest of his fellow-citizens, he reluctantly yielded 
his assent to occupy a seat on this floor. How he 
discharged that important trust during the short 
time he participated in our deliberations is known 
to you all. During a protracted and uncommonly 
arduous session, when many fainted by the way- 
side, he was always at his post. 
uncommon excitement and political acrimony, he 
was firm in the support of what he deemed to be 
right, yet tolerant to the opinions of others with 
whom he differed. In one word, he was constant 
and. patient in the discharge of all his official duties, 
and untiring in the more humble but useful labors 
of his station. Naturally frank, honest, and con- 
fidine, he drew aroune him a circle of friends, and, 
by the unadulterated goodness of his heart, disarm- 
ed even political opposition of itsrancer. Finally, 





He expressed high respect for the late officer, and 
regretted that this duty would not adinit of his vo- | 
ting for the resolution as it stood. The house had | 
no right to make the gratuity proposed. ; | 

Mr. Underwood supported the amendment on si- | 
milar ground, He opposed the resolution on prin- | 
ciple. The gentleinan’s. amendment, | however, | 
would be i:hperative, because up to the time of Mr. 
Franklin’s death, bis salary belonged to the exe- 
cutors. | 

Mr. Wise withdrew his amendment, and efter a 


in all the relations of life, as a father, husband, bro- 
ther, friend, citizen, and legisiator, he was blame- 
less. That no testimony of respect for his many 
virtues should be wanting, I offer for the adoption 
of the house the resolutions which I send to the 
chair. 

Resulved, That this house has received with deep sen- 
sibility the communication of the death of the hon. Wm. 


Resolved, That the members of this house will testify 
their respect for the memory of the deceased by wear- 


few remarks in support of the resolution by Mr-| ing crape on the left arm for thirty days. 


McKennan and Mr. Gluscock, it was agreed to, yeas 
93, nays 63: 

Then the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, December 5. 
a representative from Massachusetts, vice Mr. Phil- 
lips, resigned, appeared, was qualified, and took his 
seat. . 

The Speaker laid before the house the following 
communications, viz.: 

From the treasurer of the United States, encios- 
ing, in pursuance of the law establishing the trea- 
sury department, accurate copies of the accounts 
kept in that department for the past year. ; 

From the clerk of the house of representatives, 
enclosing a report of the contingent expenditures of 
his office for the past year 

From the commissioner of the public buildings, 
containing copies of all contracts entered inte by 
that office for the past year. 





} 
| Patterson, a representative from the state of New York. 
| 


The resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
Mr. Gray then rose and addressed the house as 
follows: Mr. Speaker: I sincerely join in the expres- 


Mr. Saltonstall, elected | sion of sorrow at the decease of our late lamented 


friend and colleague, whose death we have just 
heard announced, and syinpathize with his relatives, 
and expecially his children, who have suffered a 
double bereavement; and regret, yes, sir, deeply re- 
eret, that there is still yet to be announced. another 
instance of mortality, which occurred during the re- 
cess of congress, among the delegation from the 
state, and that, too, from the district which I have 
the honor in part to represent. I allude to the late 
hon. Andrew De Witt Bruyn, who, for a considera- 
ble period prior to, and during all the time he served 
his constituents in this body, suffered under acom- 
bination of «diseases that impaired his usefulness 
here, and finally terminated his life on the 27th day 
of July last, at his residence in Ithaca. Aside from 














But, sir, though gone, he has left behind him a | 


During a time of | 





Se erraen 
the irreparable loss which his family have sysj.. 
the death of judge Bruyn is regarded as no o, ih 

calamity to the community to whom he waa"s a 
mately known, and by whom his salutary 
ence, both in public and private life, was felt ayo "> 
preciated. In all situations in life, he was amine : 
and unpretending; deliberate in forming his opinion é 
and inflexible in maintaining them. - He was ti ‘ 
respects, an honorable inan; justly, and ina very hig i 
degree, enjoying the esteem of all who kney Oe 
and those who knew him best respected hin, mil 
He was a lawyer of eminence, distinguished tne 
clear and comprehensive view he took of 4) ae t 
an presented for his consideration, possegsjyo,, | 
ents peculiarly fitting for a judicial station; aj ve 
ter a successful practice in bis profession {or atts a 
years, he received the appointment of first judy i é 
the county court in the county where he resided rs | 
duties of which he discharged for several years, ag 
until he was elected to a seat in this body, With di i 
tinguished ability; and when he resigned tc enter ; 
upon his duties here, he received the Unaninoy 
and cordial approbation of the bar of his county ang ; 
those whose peculiar province it was to joi jy ah 


ee 


infly. : 


» 












Of his course here, it is only necessary to remark 
that he acquired a reputation which he maintain f 
elsewhere, of a pure, upright, and honest ney, 
beg leave to send to the chair the following resqy. 
tion, and move its adoption. 

Resolved, That the members of this house tend; 
the relatives of the deceased its sympathy on :h 
mournful event, and will testify their respect for the py. 
mory o+ Andrew De Witt Bruyn, deceased, late icp, 
ber of this house from the state of New York, by wey. 
ing crape on the left arm for thirty days. . 

Tie resolution was unanimously adopted. 

And thereupon, on motion ef Mr. Fillmore, ii 
house adjourned. 


Thursday, December 6. The Wisconsin electix 
case, the first business in order, was again firth 
postponed till Monday. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the standing commit. 
tees were ordered to be appointed. 

Mr. Dromgoole submitted an amendment to tle 
rules of the house, providing that ‘in all cases ¢ 
election by the house the vote shall be taken viv 
voce,” which lies over for future consideration. 

Mr. Adams, pursuant to notice, brought in a bil 
prohibiting the giving or accepting, in the Distrie 


of Columbia, of a challenge to fight a duel, and ja F 
{Mr. A. explain: a thet i 


the punishment thereof. 
its provisions were identical with the bill whic 
passed the senate last session; but though he va 
himself in favor of some modifications of it, yet! 
had waived all objections so as to ensure tlie ear 
action of that house upon so importaut a subject] 
On motion of Mr. A., the bill was referred to ase 
lect committee of nine. 

Mr. Adams then introduced the following resol: 
lions as being connected with the subject of tue 
bill, which, uucer the rule, were laid over, viz: 

Resolved, "hat the president of the United States te 
requested to cause to be transinitted to this house copis 
of any report or comrbunicatien received from Andie\ 
Sievenson, envoy extraordinary and minister pleipe 
tentiary of the United States at the court of London 
relating to a controversy in the public newspapers be 
tween him and Daniel O’€onnell, a member of tle 
parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Bria 
and Ireland, in which controversy were involved te 
personal integrity of the said Stevenson and the hen! 
and interest of this couutry , whose representative hes 

Resolved, That the president of the United S:ates 
requested to inform this house whether any cail hes 
been made by him, or by his direction, upen the sal 
Andrew Stevenson io explain or account for his no 
rious violation of the laws of nations, of the laws oi ti 
land to which he was accredited as an ambassacct ! 
peace, and of the privileges uf the British house of con 
mons, in the person of one of its members; whe! 
any instructions have been given to the said Ancie\ 
Stevenson, consequent upon his condit in these tral 
actions, or any disavowal cr censure of his concut' 
communicated to the British government. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States b 
requested to inform this house whether any call bss 
been inade by him, or by his direction, upon Matthev 
Perry, a captain inthe navy of the United States, to a 
count for his violation of the laws of nations, of ® 
laws of the foreign nation under the protection cf whicl 
he was enjoying the benefits of a generous hospital); 
of the laws cf his own country, and of the rules au¢ 
regulations for the government of the navy of the Unite 
States, by his participation with other citizens of the 
United States in a conspiracy against the life of Danl€ 
O'Connell, a member of the parliament of the Unie 
Kingdom of Great Briain and Ireland. ; 

The house; then on motion of Mr. Grennell to# 
ford time for the speaker to cast the committees, ade 
journed over till Monday. ‘oe 

[The following members attended, in addition © 
those heretofore announced, viz: Mr. Graham, 0! 
C. Mr. Piekens, of S. C, and Mr. Duncan, of Obie. 
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U. S. SHIP OHIO. 
The peculiar arrangements W hich have been 
ade on board of this ship, in reference to the ac- 
‘ nmodations of the subordinate officers attached 
0 7S have formed the subject of complaint in se- 
eral of the New York papers, and have produced 
he correspondence which is published below.— 
he grievance complained of is thus briefly stated 
n the Courier: ah 
«Jt has been the custom in our service, as it is 
nade obligatory in the English, for the commodore 
nd his captain to mess together, and occupy the 
sane cabin, in a line-of-battle-ship. This arrange: 
ment throws the ward room on the gun, or second 
eck, in which the lieutenants, chaplain, surgeons, 
urser, &c., are accommodated. Inthe case of the 
hio, however, the commodore has permission to 
ake out his lady and her two sisters—an arrange- 
ment which would prove highly satisfactory to all 
the officers of that ship, if, as should have been the 
ase, they had been content with sharing the com- 
nodore’s accommodations, which were spacious and 
; le. 
bale of the upper deck is appropriated tothe com- 
modore and his family; in consequence of which, 
he captain and the commander are compelled to 
ake possession of the second deck, and all the 
rard room officers thrust into the orlop deck, where, 
after leaving port, the light of heaven never 
eaches.”’ onlediath 
These are alleged to be the facts of the case, and 
their correctness, we believe, has not been ques- 
tioned in any quarter. The arrangement here de- 
scribed, it is stated, throws out of position sixty- 
hree commissioned and warrant officers, and the 
situation of that portion of them assigned to the 
prlop deck will be understood by a perusal of the 
correspondence and comments which follow: 


LETTER No. l. 
U. 8. Ship Ohio. 


But instead of this being the case, the| 


sleeping place. ‘The Ohio was also used in the 
same manner by commodore Ridgely at this yard, | 
and subsequently approved on inspection by the | 
commissioners; but at Boston we were deprived of | 
that part of the main gun deck destined for our! 
mess room, and the gun'officers sent to mess on the 
lower gun-deck, displacing in their turn the large | 
messes of passed midshipmen, and midshipmen, 
who have now to live altogether on the orlop. 

We have delayed making this communication, | 
being desirous of giving the new arrangement a| 
fair trial. Our passage from Boston afiorded this, | 
and after mature deliberation, we feel it a duty we | 
owe to ourselves, to our brother oflicers who may | 
foliow us inthis class of ships, and to the service 
generally, to request of you to investigate the 
matter, confident that your decision will be based 
upon strict justice, and whatever nay be due to the 
true interest of the navy. 

We have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servants, 

G. L. PenpErRGRAST, lieut. 
SAMUEL MERCER, lieut. 

S. F. Du Pont, lient. 

Wan. L. Howarp, lieut. 
R. L. Brownie, lieut. 
I. S. Mrssroom, lieut. 
ALFRED TAYLOR, lieut. | 
G. GANSEvoorT, lieut. 
B. Trcexnor, fleet surgeon. | 
Wm. Srncrarr, purser. 


‘ 
i 


(Signed) 





»[cory.] | 

Navy Depariment, November 19, 1838. | 

Sir: The communication of the 4th instant from | 
captain Smith, relative to the quarters assigned to | 
the gun-room officers on board the U. 8S. ship Ohio | 


ments for the accommodation of the officers could 
be made effectual to suppress it, if one should un- 
fortunately oceur. 

The terms of the letter from the officers would 
seem to imply, that the officers of the North Caro- 
lina were allowed the use of an airy apartment, sup- 
posed to be the after part of the main deck, to re- 
concile them tothe arrangement of their separate 
rooms on the orlop; such, bowever, does not appear 
to have been the case, 

The ward room officers were allowed that part 
of the ship for their mess room, as a matter of 
course, because the commander of the squadron was 
also the coinmander of the ship, and one cabin only 
was required: such also would be the case in any 
other ship of the line, where the sare siate of com- 
mands existed, or where there was no commander of 
asquadron; but, by general usage, when a commander 
of a squadron and a proper captain of the ship are both 
in the same vessel, and they are not disposed to mess 
together, {wo cabins are required, and the captain 
of the ship then takes the apartment on the main 
deck, and the gun room officers mess upon the deck 
below. 

When the Ohio was fitted in New York, it was 
not determined how, or under what circumstances 
she should be employed. ‘The board are not aware 
of having expressly approved of the arrangements at 
that time, and certainly could not have done so with 
reference to the distribution of the gun deck ac- 
commodations, as they were unacquamted with the 


oflicers who might have to be accommodated. 


When arranged at Boston, the distribution was 
made according to universal usage, and the ward 


|room officers, as a matter of course, bad their mess 


rooms assigned on the lower gun ceck. 
To accede to the request of the officers and place 





Secretary of the navy. 

Sir: We, the gun room officers of the Ohio, beg 
leave te lay before you a statement of facts in rela- | 
tion to the quarters which have been allotted to us| 
on board this ship. | 

In so doing we are impelled by no other than | 


; 
' 


and one of the 30th ultimo fromthe officers them- 


selves, upon the same subject, were both referred to | 


the board of navy coinmissioners. 

lu answer to the reference the commissioners 
have forwarded to the department the enclosed re- 
port, in which I fully coneur. J request that the 
report roay be laid before captain Smith and the 
other officers of the Ohio. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c. 
J.K. PAULDING. 


proper motives—motives which spring from what | Comm. Isaac Hutt, com’g U.S. naval 


we conceive to be due to our rank, to the discip- | 
line of the service, the efficiency cf the ship, and to | 
our natural physical wants. | 

In the first place, rooms on the orlop deck have | 
been assigned to us, where neither light nor air 
can penetrate, and in none of which under the! 
most favorable circumstances, can candle light be | 
dispensed with. The closeness of these apart- | 
ments is such, that our experienced fleet surgeon | 
gives it the most unhesitatingly as his opinion that | 
serious ill health must ensue to the occupants dur- 
ing a three years’ cruise. This opinion is vonfirm- | 
ed by that of every medical officer who has seen | 
this new system of accommodations introduced into’ 
our line of battle ships. 

If our objections were limited to this view of the | 
subject, we should feel ourselves compelled to for- 
go them, knowing that these and greater sacrifices 
nay be claimed from us, if the efficiency of the’ 
service be thereby promoted. But we humbly sub- | 
mit that the very reverse of this is the fact. 

In the ordinary duties of the ship requiring the | 
presence of all hands, in going to quarters, in case | 
of fire, squalls, or any other sudden emergency, the | 
Sea officers instead of heading and leading the crew 
must inevitably be the last to reach their respec- 
In case of a mutiny, a dozen men 
could with perfect ease, and in a moment of time, 
completely cut off all communication between the 
cominander and the few officers of the watch, and | 
of all other officers of every grade. 

The arrangement of which we complain had its 
origin in the French navy, but was soon abandoned 
on the score of health, or the few ships in which it 
has been retained were sufficiently high to admit of 
large air ports being cut affording ample light and 
ventilation. This, however, if practicable in our | 
vessels would not remove in our opinion, the objec- 
tions connected with the discipline and police of 
the ship. Butshould you, sir, consider the reasons 
assigned by the navy commissioners valid, we most 
earnestly request that the whole plan may be car- 
ried out as ordered by these officers themselves, and 
that it may not be deprived of what we conceive 
its only palliative, the occupancy of the after part 
ofthe main gun deck as a mess room. 

The North Carolina was so fitted when she last 
sailed from the United States. Her officers were 
as strenuously opposed to the orlops as ourselves, 

ut became in a measure reconciled in consequence 
of having an airy apartment, where reading and 
Writing could be done by day light, and which, du- 
ring the summer heats, can be used as a temporary 








forces in the Mediterranean—New York. 
[cory.] 
Navy commisstoners’ office, 
November 15, 1838. 

Srr: The board have received your letter of the 
8th instant, covering a letter from comiodore Hull, 
in which he transmitted one from the gun-room 
officers of the Ohio, in relation to their accommoda- 
tions in that ship, together with one from captain 


‘Smith, upon the same subject, and in compliance | 


with your instructions, bave the honor to state— 


That in the statements made by the gun-room | 


officers. the board cannot concur in all their repre- 


_sentations of facts as they have set them forth, as 
they seem to require the addition of material cir- | 
cumstances, nor do the board entirely concur with | 
the officers in several of the opinions assigned by 


them in support of their objections to the arrange- 
ments of the officers’ apartments in the Onio, and 
other ships of the line. These arrangements were 
originally adopted by the boards upon the sugges- 
tion of officers upon foreign stations, and from the 
belief, that the efficiency of the ships would be 
materially increased, by having the lower gun deck 
kept free from the personal baggage of the officers, 
and the incumbrances which would be necessary to 
accomodate it. 

The objections made by the officers are, the want 
of light and air, the distance from their quarters, 
and other stations, and their liability to be separated 
from their commander in case of mufiny. 

The objection of a want of light is well founded; 
the want of ventilation wiil be materially diminish- 
ed by the measures already commenced. 

The objection of the distance of the sea officers 
from their quarters and other stations rests upon the 
assumption that the officers will, of necessity, be 
obliged to occupy these apartments as sleeping 
berths, which necessity need not exist, since it is 
in the power of the commander of the ship to allow 
them to sleep in cots upon the lower gun deck, if, 
in his opinion, their health, or any other cause, 
should render such acourse expedient. The after 
part of this deck, which is now appropriated to their 
use as a mess room, would be available for this pur- 
pose, and at all times for reading or writing, if they 
should prefer that apartment to their owu special 
room below, This arrangement would also obviate 
the alleged danger from mutiny, but upon this point 
the board are not willing to believe such an event 
sufficiently probable to justify any express arrange- 
ments with reference to it; nor that any arrange 


their mess room on the main deck would be to de- 
prive the captain of the ship of his proper apart- 
;ments, forthe purpose of giving better accommoda- 
tion to those under his command, a measure believed 
to be inconsistent with general usage and by no 
‘means calculated to promote some ol the essential 
interests of the service. 

| With the acknowledged authority of the com- 
'mander to allow the officers to sleep in cots upon 
the gun-deck, if be should deem it advisable, the 
board do not perceive any such reason to apprehend 
|danger to the health of the officers, nor any such 
probable injury to the efficiency, safety, or discip- 
line of the ship, as to require a change of the pre- 
isent arrangements, at least until thisshall have been 
subjected to a longer trial. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Sir, your obedient servant, 

| I. CHAUNCEY. 
|Hon. Jamps K. Pavtpine, 

Secretary of the navy. 
| Attached to the correspondence as originally pub- 
‘lished in the New York Courier, is a series of com- 
,ments by an officer of the navy, the two first para- 
grapbs of which are subjoincd: 

Comments. The board state that these arrange- 
ments were originally adopted at the suggestion of 
officers upon foreign stations; but the whole navy 
know that it would be much nearer the truth tosay, 
ithat a single ship so fitted, on a single station, met 
favor in the eyes ofa single officer—the commau- 
\der of a squadron who was cruising with a large 
family on board of his ship! And it is repeated 
upon information just received from the Mediter- 
‘ranean, that it has been wholly abandoned in the 
| French navy; and this under circumstances favor- 
\able to the success of the experiment which could 
_not be made available in our vessels. 
| The board admit the objection to a want of light 
_to be well founded, but add that the want of venti- 
| lation will be materially diminished by the measures 
| already commenced. The anxiety of the board at 
| Boston to have these ventilators cut is now under- 
Stood, and the defence made on this point excite 
‘the stnile, if not derision of all who may be conver- 
sant with the facts. A more miserable apology for 
‘supplying fresh air can searcely be imagined—a 
|copper tube some two or three inches in diameter 
is led from the main gun deci, into each state room 
over every officers berth; and as four hundred and 
fifty men sleep upon that deck, with the ports 
closed and hatchways covered, which must frequent- 
ly be the case, it will answer admirably well to 
carry down the irrespirable air and carbonic acid 
gas generated by so large a body of men. Any 
tyro in pneuematics could have informed the board 
of this. It is true; the rarified air may occasionally 
ascend, but officers are rather disposed to dispense 
with this luxury, when they receive in exchange 
water, filth and the discarded weed, to say nothing 
of leaving to the crew such an access to their rooms, 
for the exercise of many pranks with perfeet impu- 
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nity. Plugging up these ventilators has therefore; well known to the colonial authorities. The zeal; vengeance will follow the great iti. eet 
already cominenced, occupying much less time than | and firmness you have displayed from the com-| foul business. this yin a stat 


the process of cutting; for it will not be credited by 
seamen or ship builders, that in executing this 
scientific operation the dagger knees on the lower 
sun deck have been severed irom the hanging knees, 
eaving in many instances but an inch of wood at 
their juncture. 





CANADIAN AFFAIRS. 
From the Globe. 


We publish the following letters in the hope that 
they will open the eyes of our deluded countrymen 
to the enorinity of the conduct of those who have 
led thein—or we ought rather to say have counsel- 
led thein, for they were too prudent to do more—to 
invade Canada. When the victims of their wick- 
edness and folly were in the mill near Prescott, 
they hoisted the white flag, and imploringly waived 
it to our steamer as it passed by; but col. Worth 
was coinpelled by stern duty tocontinne his course 
without relieving them. An opportunity was, 
however, atiorded to their friends to rescue them 
that night, as we understand; buat instead of profit- 
ing by it, their geveral contented himself with is- 
=e such extravagant and incendiaiy orders as 

is: 

‘Dear JOHNSON: The fate of the men who are 
on the other side of the river is in your hands.— 
Nothing is expected of the British above Prescott, 
and if you can rally your men and go to Jones’ 
Miils, and kindle some fires, you will save the men. 
and save Canada. Start fires also at Gananegen, | 
and the British will think Kingston is to be attack - 
ed. Do for God’s sake rally your men and start 


immediately. 
J. WARD BIRGE.” 

We earnesily hope that the conauc: of those who 
counselled these lawless attacks upoi the territory 
of a friendly power, no less than te melancholy 
catastrophe which has attended this oven breach of 
our laws, will deter our fellow-citizens on the 
northern frontier from again engaging in such fla- 
grant violauons. 


Head Quarters, Madison Barracks, 
Noveinber 24, 1838. 
Sir: I_have the honor to forward copies of cer- | 
tain papers which, alihough not of an official cha- 


inencement of the troubles, in endeavoring to pre- 
serve our neutral obligations inviolate, to protect our 
national honor, and to enforce the laws of the union, 
are known as well to the inhabitants of Upper 
Canada as to your own fellow-citizens; and we See 
lieve your services and character are by them not 
less jusily appreciated than by ourselves. The sym- 
pathies too, which are appropiiate and common to 
military men, would give to your intercession with 
the military authorities in the province an influ- 
ence which could not be anticipated from any efiort 
of ours. : 

It is not only because the unfortunate men cap- 
tured at Prescott are for the most part American 
citizens that our sympathies are awakened for 
them. We are informed that many of thei are 
youths, under age, who have been beguiled by false 
representations to ewbark in an enterprise, the 
criminal nature of which they did not comprehend, 
and in the dangers of which their betrayers have 
not participated. We are strongly persuaded that 
these youths were deluded into the belief that the 
enterprise was honourable—that it would be sus- 
tained by responsible characters, and seconded by 
a general insurrection of the inhabitants of the pro- 
vince. It is impossible that they are not convinced 
of the grossness of the delusion. The men who 
have beguiled them into the commission otf an out- 
rage upon the laws of their own country, and in- 
stigated them to a lawless invasion of the territor 
of a friendly power, have themselves stood bae 
from the scene of danger in the moment of trial, or 
from a distance in safety have witnessed the sacri- 
fice of the miserable victims of their unscrupulous 
designs. 

The result of the attempt upon Prescott will 
prove a corrector of public opinion. We are sen- 
sible already of a great and rapid change in the 
sentiments of onr fellow-ci izens, in regard to the 
moral character of the late enterprise. The illu- 
sions in relation to it are fading from their eyes, 
and we may justly expect that in a short time the 
people of the frontier, like those of the interior, 
will regard the recent agifations with no other sen- 
timents than of sorrow and indignation. 

We would then, sir, respectiully request that you 


will interpose your own personal intercession with 


the royal authorities in the Province of Upper Can- 
aca for the extension of the royal clemency to the 





racter, enter into the history of the violent and tra- | 
gical proceedings on this frontier. With great | 
doubts of the propriety of my own conduct in 
having yielded even so far, unofficially, [ subinit 
the papers to your consideration. 

The officer charged with delivering my coinmu- 
nication was treated with every courtesy and re- 
spect, and such has reciprocally been the character 
of all our intercourse. 

I have tie honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
W. J. WORTH, 
colonel commanding. 
The hon. J. R. Potnserr, secretary of war. 


Oswego, Nov. 29, 1838. 

Stn: A large meeting of the citizens of this place 
convened last evening, after the arrival of the ‘I'ele- 
rraph, to take inte consideration some measures in 
behalf of the unfortunate young men who have for- 
feited their lives to public justice by a participation 
in the late scenes at Prescott, upon the St. Lawrence. 
The meeting, we are informed, took no ciher order 
than to refer the subject to the undersimned, as a 
committee to digest and to carry into effect such 
measures as we might deein expedient. After de- 
liberating upon the very delicate office thus assigned 
to us by our fellow-citizens, we have arrived at the 
couclusion. that a direct intervention of auy number 
of our citizens, éeitner personally or by a formal ad- 
dress to the representatives of the royal authority in 
the province, would be unadvisable. Individually, 
we have discountenanced and endeavored to re- 
strain the violent and unlawful proceedings recently 
manifested so generally upon the frontier agains: 
the tranquillity of the Canadas, and the relations o! 
peace and harmony so happily existing between ou 
country and Great Britain. It is for this reason, we 
presume, the present duty has been comiunitted to us 
But we are apprehensive the colonial authorities will 
regard with jealousy and distrust any interposition o: 
American citizens residing on the frontier, 1n an en- 
deavor to avoid the rigorous execution of the penal. 
ties of the law. Weare but too sensible that any 
such intercession may with justice be regarded wit: 
suspicion. We, therefore, address ourselves to you, 
in the hope that you will consent to undertake fo: 
us the duties of an office,.to the successful execution 
of which we feel ourselves, on many considerations, 





incompetent. Your character as a military man is] 


unfortunate youths whom we ecanuot but regard as 
the prey of insidious designers. We are sensible 
that we ask nothing to which your own feelings 
will not respond, and sincerely hope that nothing 
we suggest will be regarded by you as incompatible 
with your military position in cominand of this sec- 
tion of the frontier. 

We place this communication entirely at your 
disposal, to be applied in any manner you may 
deem advisable in relation to the object it conte:m- 
plates. 

With high respect, sir, we have the honour to be 
your obedient. servanis, 

(Signed) Geo. A. McWuirrer, 
Henry FirzyHueu, 
JAMES PLATT, 
ALVIN Bronson, 
T.S. Mussan, 
Josepu Henr. 

To Col. W. J. Wortn, Sih regiment command- 
ing, &e. 


Sackett’s Hurbor, Nov. 23, 1838. 

Sir: By the mail of this date, I received a com- 
munication, of which I have the honor to forward 
youacopy. This paper is signed by gentlemen of 
the highest inteliizence and respectability among 
our citizens, who, as they represent, have earnestly 
sought to check the headlong career of the unfor- 
tunate dupes of designing demagogues, the objects 
of their petition. 

This appeal places me ina painful and embar- 
rassing position. On the one hand, to seek, by an 
official interposition, to stay or divert the free course 
of justice, however fruitless the effort, would justly 
subject me to the censure of the government. So 
on the other, I could hardly excuse myself to my 
countrymen, nay, to my own heart, totally to dis- 
regard the humane designs and wishes of those who 
ask me to become the mediuin of communication. 

Thus circumstanced, I approach you with the 
frankness which belongs to our profession. 

I cannot better favor the object of the petition- 
ers, than by forwarding a copy of their communi- 
cation, which as clearly, as justly, and truly sets 
forth the circutnstances of the delusion and fraud 
practised upon the miserable youth who have, thus 
acted upon, forfeited their lives, and subjected 
themselves to an ignominions death. ‘The delusion 
has vanished, and not a deubt remains that speedy 




































I can only add, sir, the firm conviction that cle 


iy of Mr. T 
mency extended to the wretched victims of base 


whole ass” 


ness and duplicity will, while illustrating the p, for some furl 
mane and merciful policy of her majesty’s govern, According 
re D ie Sef 


ment, have the happiest effect in restoring. a. 
all desire, kindly relations along the entire bord 
and greatly tend to the ends of justice, by exposin,, 
and holding up to scorn, contempt, and PNHishme Ng 
the great villains in this most unparalleled stieea 
upon a friendly power. ee 
With sentiments of respect, 
I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) W. J. WORTH 
To the commander of her majesty’s military and 
naval forces, Kingston, Upper Canada. . 
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Kingston, Nov. 23, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the rece; t 
of your letter of this date, with the other rhe 
ments which accompanied it. As my authority 
does not extend in any degree to the reimissjon 6; 
infliction of any punishment to which the prisoners 
taken at Prescott have subjected themselves, by tho 
laws of the country, any appeal to me can jaye 
little eifect in producing any change in the position 
in which the prisoners are placed. Planned and 
organized as the expedition appears to have beep, 
it is scarcely possible to believe the statements of 
these persons, that they have been duped and de. 
ceived into the conduct of which they have been 
guilty. Anexamination of the prisoners is at pre. 
sent in progress, whose several statements wiil be 
submitted to the consideration of his excellency the 
lieutenant governor, to whoin alone belongs ths 
right of carrying into effect the. sentence of the 
law, or extending clemency to these prisoners, 
whose cases may appear on the trial to recom mend 
them for favorable consideration. After injuries iy 
person and property that the subjects of her Bri. 
tannic majesty have suflered from the lawless and 
savage attacks of these persons, it cannot be other. 
wise than expected that they should call for a 

rompt and just administration of the law; aad 
while the high character of the officer charged by 
her majesty with the administration of the govern. 
ment in this province is afuil guaranty that be 
willactin the present tryimg cireumstances will 
firmness and decision, so it is well known that, in 
consonance with his own feelings, his humane and 
benevolent disposition, supported by a strict sense 
of duty, he will in the fullest sense temper justice 
with mercy, and to whose consideration I shall lose 
no time in forwarding the documents you have 
transmitted to me. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, 
With the highest consideration, 
Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) H. DUNDAS, 
Li. coi. 88d regimeni, commandant 
Col. Wosth, commandant, Sacketts Harbor. 
From New York: papers. 
CANADIAN AFFAIRS. 

Two of the judges at Quebec had decided against 
the legality of the suspension of the habeas corpus 
in that district. The decision was made under the 
following circumstances, and, it will be seen, lied 
occasioned no little exciteinent:—-Mr. Jolin Teed, 
merchant tailor of that city, an Irishman of cov- 
siderable influence, confined in jail under an acci- 
sation of treason, made application for a writ o 
habeas corpus, beiore the judges of the court of 
king’s bench for that district. The two Canadian 
judges, Messrs. Panet and Bedard, alter twenty 
hours’ deliberation, granted the prayer of the pet: 
tion, and issued the writ. 

The sheriif proceeded to the common jail to exe 
cute his duty, when be found that Nr. Teed bad 
been transferred to the citadel by the militay 
authorities. It appears that the writ was then 
served upon Colonel Bowles, commanding at Que 
bec, in whose custody Teed is; the Colonel wrote 
a letier to the judges, explaining the reasons which 
induced him to decline to give up the body of the 
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prisoner; but his explanatory letter was so far from 


giving satisiaction to their honors, that they imme- en of 
diately issued a warrant for the apprehension © ‘s as 
atrow, U. 


Colonel Bowles, for a contempt. , 
In proceeding to execute this warrant, the sheriff 
found that Celonel Bowles was in the citadel bar- 
racks, the gates of which have been since closed 
day and night. The gaoler was committed for pet 
mnitting Teed to be conveyed from prison to the 


citadel; and the whole affair has occasioned very. 


great excitement at Quebec. From the tenor ol 
the Canada papers, it appears that the gates ar’ 
kept closed night and day, for fear of an attempt 
to rescue the prisoners confined in the citadel. One 


New York, 
to the escap 
Custody of | 
Veuing, 7 
Pie proce 
Was in the 
and to the j: 
teliver and | 
‘oRers, &e. 
“aong othe 


rH. 


Y¥ and 


38, 
eceipt 
docy. 
hority 
ion or 
Oners 
by the 
have 
sition 
d and 
been, 
hts of 
nd de. 
been 
it pre. 
Vill be 
cy the 
8 the 
of the 
ONETS, 
mend 
rie S ID 
ry Bri. 
s$ and 
other. 
lor a 
tr and 


| 


over: 
‘at he 
s with 
hat, in 
@ and 
L sense 
istice 


ill lose 
U have 


Ce 


lun 


rains! 
corpus 
der tue 
on, had 
Te ed, 
f cou 
» accll- 
yrit of 
yurt of 
nadian 
Lwenly 
e peu- 


lo exes 
ed had 
pijitary 
s then 
t Que- 
wrote 
which 
of the 
ir from 
jmme- 
sion of 


sheriff 
el bar- 
closed 
or per 
to the 


d very. 


nor ol 
tes are 
{tempt 
|. One 


Bas ty the security of (nat province froin external at- 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGISTER—DEC. 8, 1888—PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 


237 








voes the length of saying that they are actu- 
“, state of siege. From the known popular- 
oo of Mrs Teed among his [rish brethren, and the 
ily je mass of Canadians at Quebec, we may look 
aos further proceedings in this affair. 
jor cord to the Montreal Courier, there are 573 
bien in confinement in that city. 
The following account. is given of the treatment 
f tie prisoners captured at Prescott, on their arri- 
: | at Kingston, Upper Canada. ; 
aeThe prisoners were landed from the Brookville 
saturday night, and marched to Fort. Henry, 
* ist the cheers, laughter, taunts, and derision of 
ine hundreds of spectators. The houses in Front 
street were illuminated, and the troops were as 
much cheered as the prisoners were hissed. Among 
je latter were several young men who wept bit- 
erly, and buried their heads in their bosoms. 
Others seemed to be indifferent, and the Pole espe- 
cially, Who Was marched bareheaded in frout, matin- 
tained an erect port and unmoved countenance, 
but the etfort cost him so much that his face wore 
an unearthly appearance. His eyes glared and 
rotruded as if be were on the rack. An elderly 
nan among the prisoners coinplained bitterly of the 
deception that had been praetised on them. They 
were told that on landing at Prescott they would 
be joined by 1,500 men, and were promised great 
wages and rich rewards; but, instead of any Joining 
them, the reformers turned out and fought against | 
them, and one reformer took three prisoners.” 


aper s 
ally hl 


ami 


A letter from Upper Canada mentions that al- 
though no serious apprehensions were entertained 


tacks, yet the constant state of iarrassing excite- 
sept occasioned by the troubled condition of affairs 
had had a paralysing etfect on the business of the 
people generally. Except that which was connect- 
ed with military affairs, there was little or no busi- 





nessdoing. Besides eight full regiments of regulars, 
jt is added that there are 40,000 militia and volun- 
teers, armed and prepared for the fie!d whenever | 


occasion may require them. According to the 


wiiler, the appreiiensions of trouble arise.from no} 


say, to some of my fellow citizens, and which, should ; 
it hereafter become necessary, I shall state more | 
explicitly, I preferred having them remain at the | 
American hotel under the charge of deputies. | 

The examination of Birge was concluded day be- | 
fore yesterday, and resulted in his being required | 
0 find bail to the amount of $3000, or stand com- | 
mitted. No bail being offered, a warrant of com- 
mitment to the jail of Albany (where, if at all, he 
would be tried) was issued. Yesterday the exami- 
nation in Johnson’s case took place, and resulted in 
his discharge for want of sufficient evidence to jus- 
tify his commitment. But he had been indicted at 
the last June session of the circuit court, and I had. 
in my hands process founded upon this indictment | 
for his arrest and commitment, of which he was ap- | 
prised. 


It was stated, however, and I believed, that he | 
Would obtain bail here to appear and answer to the | 
indictment, and I expected that he would be admit- | 
ted to bail this morning, therefore leit him and, 





Birge at the American hotel in charge of three of | 


my deputies in whoin T had full confidence, and | 
’ j 


mitted; but they are threatened by an army of hired 
ruflians, who do not hesitate to insult and abuse the 
friends of law and order in every piace and on every 
opportunity. 

The locofeco battalion of bullies, now quartered 
here, collected from your eity and other places, 
amounts to more than three hundred, besides many 
more of the party who are here as lockers on. 


To-morrow will be a day of excitement and out- 
rage, I fear, but the whigs will stand by their rights, 
you may depend, through all difficulty, firmly! 


Notwithstanding all the threats, bullies, &c. up- 
pused to us, we are not in the least disheartened, 
and shall go through the work to-morrow as a dis- 
ciplined corps of freemen, resolved to stand by 
their country, the constitution, and laws. 


From the Baltimore American of Thursday. 
Extract of a@ letter from Harrisburg, dated Tues- 
day night, Dec. 4, 1883. ‘* We are in a state of re- 
volution here; bloodless as yet, but, from the exci- 
ted state of the community, Heaven only knows 
how long it may remain so. There have been two 


"upon whom I enjoined strict vigilance, with the in- | houses of representatives organized, and, when the 


tention of sending the prisoners o/f for commit- ! question of recognition of eithe 


rcomes vp in the 


. ae : ” in 1a - a + ee | 2 a . . 
ment this morning, unless they should then offer) senate, or with the executive, then will come the 


| bail. 
But to my surprise and deep mortification, they | 
both escaped last evening; and ti.ough I have taken | 


active measures and immediately oifered a reward | 
for their apprehension, they have not yet been| 


found. Whether, or, if so, to what extent, they re- 
ceived direct assistance in effecting theirsescape, I 
have not certainly ascertained. Of the deputies in 
whose immediate custody they were, it is but jus- 
tice to state, that I have no reason to entertala the 
slightest suspicion of any collusion or wilful negli- 
gence On their part. 
PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 

By the following extracts from papers of both 
parties published in Harrisburg, it wiil be seen that 
the excitement occasioned in Pennsylvania in Oc- 


souree within the province, but from attacks direct- | tober last by the decision in relation tothe returns 


eiagainst it by bancs organized within the Ameti- | 


an side of the border. The consequence is that 
intercourse between the United States and Canada 
js difficult, and at times entirely prohibited. 

The Montreal Herald of the 26th ultimo says, 
hat in pursuance of lastructions from England, sir 
olin Colborne has laid belore the special council a 

bill to dispense with trial by jury, at least for a 
tine. Also that he has ordered the political pri- 
souers {ron Quebec to Montreal, for trial by the 
court martial, and called upon judges Panet and Be- 
lard for a written statement of the reasons on which 


they decided against tae legality of the ordinance | come off to-morrow. 


suspending the hubeas corpus. 
From the Commercial Advertiser. 
he court martial at Montreal commenced busi- 
less on Wednesday of last week. The tw>lve pri- 


soners pleaded not guilly. One witness only was, 


examined on that day, the court adjourning at 4 p. 
m. An order has been issued, forbidding the pub- 
lication of the proceedings until the trials are ended. 

Duinouchelle, one of the most active of the insur- 
genis, gave himself up to the authorities on Tues- 
uly. tie had been secreted, since the faiiure of the 
tevellion, in the woods near Beauharnois, and was 


li a state of starvation, not havin, tasted food for | 


several days. 


_ From the Moatreal Herald of Thursday. 

testerday evening, about half past 9 o’ciock, a 
Most extensive conflazration was visible on the 
other side of the river, and from the direction of the 
luines aud the reflections in the heavens, it is con- 
ectured to be the village of Blairfindi#, where there 
awe extensive wooden barracks, Nothing isknown 
i how the fire originated, or whether any troops 
are stationed there. 
_ Within these few days past, there has beena plen- 
tilul fail of snow, and the streets are gay with vehi- 
tles of every variety of description. 


Escape of Johnsonand Birge. The Albany Argus 

of Monday contains a letter to the edilor, from Mr. 
arrow, U.S. marshal of the northern district of 
New York, dated Auburn, November 2%th, relative 
lo the escape of the above named prisoners irom the 
“istody of three of his deputies,-on the preceding 
‘Veulng, ‘The marshal says: 

The process under which the prisoners were held, 
¥as in the usual form, directed to me as marshal, 
ind to the jailor of this county, commanding me to 
liver and bim to receive and salely keep, tle pri- 
‘okers, &e. But for several reasons, and for one 
“uong others by no means creditable, I regret to 


of the election in the county of Philadelphia, has 
led to scens of fearful interest at the seat of govern- 
ment. 


Correspondence of the United States Gazelte. 
Harrisburg Dec. 3, 183 


every car, stage, or boat, coines heavily Jaden with 
live freight, men of every cast and character; many 
of them, doubtless, panting to play some 
guished part in the melee which it is expecigg 

It is known that theSe bra- | 
vadoes are in the employ, or, at least, in the con- | 
duct of men holding office under the government of | 


Our town is still the scene of noise and turmoil: | 


distin- | ; : 
will | hall by jumping from the windows. 


the United States. Many of the most degraded | 
and reckless among them have made open declara- | 


crisis.”” — 

A letter from the Harrisburg correspondent of 
the Philadelphia Sentinel contains the following 
version of the first day’s proceedings in the senate: 
At 3 o’clock this aiternoon, the senate met, and 
_proceeded to business. After the reading by the 
clerk of the returns from the several senatorial dis- 
| icts, humerous questions were started and motions 
‘made, in reference to the respective claimants of 
| seats from the 8th district, of which the county of 
| Huntingdon is a component part, and the senatorial 
| district formed of the county of Philadelphia. The 
senate chainber was thronged to overflowing, and 


a restless spirit manifest in the vast assembly, Mr. 
Brown of the county desired to be allowed to ad- 
dress the senate—this was denied, and a motion 
made to adjourn. At this moment a scene ensued 
which bafiles description, and is without a parallel 
in the history of Pennsylvania—apparently a thou- 
sand voices cried out for Brown—Browa, and with 
the clapping, stamping, and hallooing, exceeded in 
tumult and confusion any thing I ever witnessed. 
Finally the motion prevailed, and Mr. Brown had 
leave to speak. Of his speech I shall say nothing 
at present, but during it, and when he had con- 
cluded, the spectators rushed into the middie of the 
chamber, and had complete possession of the place. 
|Amidst the greatest disorder, the senate adjourned 
to meet to-morrow morning. Mr. Penrose and Mr. 
Stevens, with a majority of the senators, left the 





Postscript. From the Han isburg ( Pa.) Keystone 
Civil. GOVERNMENT AT AWN END! What a most 
disgraceful spectacle was presented to the people of 
| Pennsylvania to-day at the cupital! The adiainis- 





tions of their intention to prevent by force the se- | tration which crept into power by stealth, through 
cretary of the commonwealth from entering the) the division of the demoeratic party, and by a mi- 
representative hall, where he will go to place the norily of the votes of the people, which has attemp- 
returns in the hands of the clerk, to be read over) ted to retain its illgotten power by unconstitutional 
when called for. The secretary is made of better | 





\of violence, however, I believe, 


stuff, however, than to be intimidated by any such | 
vaporing. 

iolence, if any there should be, will come from | 
the locos, and so let the consequences be upon their | 
own heads. At this hour of the night, (114 o’clock,) | 
IT understand a number of persons have already en- 


isconced themselves in the lobbies of the house, so | 
,as to open at an early hour the way for thelr com- | 


rades. The lobbies are to be taken possession of, | 
and filled tosuch an extent that democratic citizens, 
if they should feel so disposed, will fina it impossi- 
ble to enter. 


From the Philadelphia Inquirer. 
Harrisburg, Dec. 3, 183 


Dear Sir: We have an awful spectacle present- 
ed to us here for the coutemplation of the friends 
of republican government, of civil liberty. It is 
that of the general government of this great con- 
federacy rallying its myrmidcons, its hired bullies 
aud legions, to resist, control, and overawe the go- 
vernment of a state, arrest the legitis.ate operation 
of the laws, and the just action of the constituted 
authorities. . 

This is the situation to which things have come 
at last. This is the situation of Pennsylvania. In 
this land of the noble Penn, where the people are 


acts, laws, aud apportionment bills, and other illegal 
devices, which has sought to corrupt the people by 
money, and subdue them by force, which has been 
signaily beaten‘at every election since 1833, and by 
a majority of fen thousand votes at the last election, 
has had the audacity to attempt to defeat the will of 
the people, and to treat the election as a nullity, by 
the most high handed frauds and villanies, People 
of Peinsylvania, arm to the defence of your violated 


| constituuion, your insulted laws, your beleaguered 


lreedom. Let us use no force; let us offer no in- 
sults; let us make no threats, but calmly, firmly, and 
fearlessly denounce wickedness and oppression— 
conciliate public feeling—call on our haughty federal 
tyrants to desist, to retract, to respect the laws, or to 


prepare for the senteace of deep, dark condemna- 


(ion from the present generation, and of contempt 
and execration froin al] generations that are to 
come! 

The day to speak out hascome. Silence is trea- 
son. We have been accused of menacing the em- 
ployment of force in the organization of the legisla- 
ture. It is false. Democrats stood by, in the bither- 
to sacred ‘hall of legislation, and saw the laws tram- 
pled on without raising a hand—not that they feared, 
not that they could not bave prevented the black 
crime—but they respected the laws; they respected 
the hail of the people; and they knew that a day 
would soon come when the abandoned federal trai- 





governed by a constitution and laws, where the peo- 
ple worship at the shrine of liberty, the represen. | 
tatives of the people are mobbed in the capitol, tn 
the streets, and in their boarding houses. No acts 
Save ye! been com- | 


tors would be consigned to infamons ublivien. We 
rejoice that the democrats assembled there were 
silent. We are glad that chey surrendered Mr. Ste- 
vens and his cringing confederates to the judgment 
of the people. : | 
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reasonable allempt to overthrow the government. 
Revolutionary and treasonable proceedings have 
taken place in the capitol of our beloved common- 
wealth this day, which, whilst they show that our 
riglits and liberties are in danger, demand, and 
inust receive, the unqualified condemnation of every 
true republican, not only in Pennsylvania, but 
throughout the union. As had been expected, 
Thaddeus Stevens, with his supple coadjutors of 
the state administration, undertaok to consummate 
the frauds and iniqnities which they have been 
practising upon our bleeding commonwealth dur- 
ing the last three years, by receiving the minority 
claimants from the county of Philadelphia into 
the house of representatives, and thus laying the 
foundation for organizing the government under 
the new constitution, so as to take all appointments 
from governor Porter, and, even to prevent his in- 
auguration, and continue the government of the 
state another term in the hands of our present cor- 
rupt federal rulers. How much longer are the 
good, the moral, the quiet citizens of Peansylvania | 
to be tormented by this arch conspirator, who has | 
for three years agitated the commonwealth without 
ceasing—who has been incessantly engaged in en- 
deavoring to overturn our institutions, and who has 
been the cause of squandering millions of the peo- 


furnishes the particulars of the proceedings in the 
senate of Pennsylvania on Tuesday, the first day 
of the session. The following synopsis embraces 
the substance of them: 

The senate was called to order at 3 P. M. by the 
late speaker, and on calling the roll 26 senators 
answered to their names. 


ryt 








the late election, and among others it appeared 
that Mr. Bell, of Chester, and Messrs. Hanna and 
Wagner, the whig members from Philadelphia 
county, were duly returned elected. 

Mr. Brown offered a return from Philadelphia 
county, which was not received by the speaker. 

Mr. Pearson said, it was impossible for hii to 
understand the returns from the eighth senatorial dis- 
trict, composed of Huntingdon, Miffln, Juniata, 
Perry and Union counties, and moved that the per- 
sons returned be not allowed to take their seats— 

eing four in number, the law only calling for two) 
—till the other senators elect were duly sworn in, 
and that they be postponed till that time. The mo- 
tion was agreed to, ayes 13, nays 8. 

vhe senate then proceeded to the election of speak- 
er, when Charles B. Penrose was duly elected, 
having reeeived 19 votes, and Samuel 8S. Carpen- 
ter 9. 





ple’s money to construct a useless railroad to his 
iron works—to buy up bullies to intimidate free- 
men at the polls, and to carry elections in Morris 


Mr. Rogers said he had heard the return from 


Philadelphia county read, as sent by the secretary of 








township, Millerstown, &c.? How much longer 
ought the people to bear with such a deadly eneiny | 
to order, law, and justice? Are they not ready to) 
define the point of forbearance? Can they quietly 
suffer their dearest rights to be trampled in the dust 
by federal monarchists? 

We refer our readers to the proceeding in ano- 
ther column. ‘They will be astonished to see how 
easy Mr. Stevens moulded every federal-whig-anti- 


the commonwealth, but he had in his possession 


another return—the legal one—which he wished to 


present to the senate. 

The speaker was of opinion that the return could 
not be received, but a petition might be presented, 
under the act of 1791, on which a coinmittee might 
be raised, in order to investigate the matter. So it 
was not received. 

The clerk then called up the newly elected 





masonic inember tohis views. How servilely they | 


inetmmbers, to be sworn, when Mr. Rogers objected 


follow their file leader, and basely execute all™his ito the senators elect from Philadelphia county tak- 


reckless commands! 


Will the people approve this 


ing their seats. He afterwards moved to postpone 


cringing conduct on the part of a portion of their | the swearing of the senators for the present. 


representatives? We think not. 
spirit of 1776 and of °93 cannot be extinct. 
Senate.—The senate met at 3 o0’clock, P. M., and 
proceeded to organize, by electing C. B. Penrose 
speaker. ‘The federal members from the county of 
Philadelphia were admitted. Thomas 8S. Bell, Esq. 
was adinitted from Chester. The question of the 
adinission of the members from the Huntingdon 
district was postponed till after the organization, 
and had not been decided when our paper went to 
press. 
Since writing the above, we learn that, after the 
democratic meinbers from the county of Philadel- 
hia were wrongfally refused their seats, Mr. 


rown, one of the ejected members, asked and ob- | county, 


tained leave of the senate to speak, and addressed 
the senate. 
turns kept back by the secretary brought forward, 
and the secretary tremblingly proimised to bring 
thein forward. Mr. Penrose then called general 
Rogers to the chair, and escaped through the win- 
dow, and was followed by the rest «f his anti- 
masonic brethren, and the senate bruxe up in con- 
fusion. 

More treason.—By the vote under which the 


federal whigs claim their members trom Philadel- 


phia county, the amendments to the constitution | 


are defeated. . Will they pervert the intention of 
the people in this matter, too? Or what can be 
their design? By their returns, Governor Porter 
must be inaugurated on the third Tuesday of De- 
cember, under the old constitution. Do they intend 
to carry out their scheme in this, too? Or will they 
take their fraudulent returns for one purpose, and 
the trne democratic returns for another? We want 
to know whether the governor of the federal major- 
ity in the senate will be consistent in all things, or 
only consistent in inconsistency. 

Governor Ritner now has the power of proclaim. 
ing whether the people of Pennsylvania shall live 
under the old or the new constitution. As he can 
thus, by proclamation, say what kind of govern- 
ment the people of Pennsylvania shall live under, 
he possesses more power than was ever before given 
to a single individual in our republic. Will he ex- 
ercise it in obedience to the will of the majority, or 
will he still continue to lend himself to the federal 
minority? On his firmness or principles we can 
place no reliance. Thaddeus Stevens is his oracle 
and conscience keeper, On this, then, as on all other 
questions, it may be expected that his course will 
be sinister and hypocritical. The will of the major- 
ily he holds in contempt! 

Affairs at Harrisburg. An extra from the Har- 
riebury Littellizencer office, under date of 5th inst., 


The independent | 
'and finally in opposition to the motion. 


Mr. Pearson addressed the senate atsome length, 
The mo- 
| tion was yeas 9, nays 12. 

The new senators were then sworn in, **when”’ 
(in the words of the Intelligencer) ‘a scene of riot 
ensued beyond all ‘description, and which finally 
obliged the senate to adjourn, when the mob took 
possession of the hall,” and after being ardressed 
by several persons, dispersed. 


a 





Pennsylvania house of representatives, Tuesday 
| December 4, 18338. The members having assem- 
bled in the house of representatives, one of the old- 
‘est — present, Mr. Hill, of Westmoreland 

noved that the clerk open and read the 
election returns from the city of Philadelphia and 


A motion was made to have the re- | several counties, which was agreed to. 


Mr. Burrowes, the secretary of the common- 
wealth, then presented the official returns of mem- 
bers elected in October last. 

| The clerk read the returns from the city of Phila- 
delphia, and was about to read the returns from 
| Philadelphia county, when 

Mr. Pray stated that it was not the legal return, 
and presented a certified copy of the return from 

_the prothonotary of the county of Philadelphia, and 
requested that it be read. 

Mr. ‘f. L. Smith said he hoped there would be no 
objection to the reading of the returns presented by 
the secretary of the commonwealth. He was in 
favor of first reading the returns presented by the 
secretary of the commonwealth, as the usual and 
proper course, before any other paper was read. 
Afterwards, if there was any proposition to read 
‘any other paper, be had no objection. He looked 
‘upon the paper presented by Mr. Pray as having no 
‘sort of force or effect, and therefore protested 
against its being received as a return. 

Mr. McElwee was opposed to the course which 
had been taken in this matter by the secretary of 
the commonweaith, and expressed his surprise that 
Mr. Smith should sustain him init. After some 
further remarks, 

The clerk put the question whether both returns 
should he read, which being agreed to, he read both 
returns. 

Mr. Stevens,after some reinarks, moved that the 
house proceed to the election of a speaker, and that 
| Messrs. Watts and Zeigler be appointed tellers, 
i whieh motion was declared to be agreed to by Mr., 
| Stevens, and these {wo gentlemen immediately took 
a stand at the speaker’s table, 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the elerk be instructed 
to put down the names of the members from the 
county of Philadelphia, whe had a majority of the 
votes, and were certified as members of the house 
by a majority of the return judges. This motion 











ne clerk then proceeded to read the returns of 


' — 
wasagreed to, and the names of the democrat; 
(V. B.) members were inserted on the roll. " 
_ The clerk then proceeded to call the roll, accord 
ing to custom,—the tellers at the speaker’s desk’ 
commencing at the same time to call over +), 
names of the members, for the purpose of electin,: 
@peaker. - 

Before the clerk had concluded, the tellers ane 


52 votes, and was duly elected. 


to the 52 members who had elected him, the yp. 
mainder of the house keeping their seats, and th, 
clerk still ealling the roll, at the conclusion of 
which he announced that 56 members had answer. 
ed to their names. 

Mr. MeElwee then moved that the house pro. 
ceed to the election of a speaker, which wa, 
agreed to, and thd clerk announced that Willian, 

opkins had received 56 votes and was duly 
elected. 

Mr. Hopkins was condueted te the chair, whey 
} Mr. Cunningham rose and gave him his seat. 

The 56 Van Buren members then took the oath. 

[in the meantime the other division of the house 
had appointed committees to wait on the governo; 
and senate to inform thein than the house was op. 
ganized, after which they adjourned and retired 
from the hall.} . 

Committees were then appointed by the sitting 
[Van Buren] division of the house to wait on the 
governorand senate to anrounce jts organization, 

After nominating officers of the house, an ad. 
journment took place until 10 o’clock on the follow. 
ing day. 

Since the above was in type, we have learned 
that during Wednesday the greatest excitement pre. 
vailed. 

i~ See Posiscript. 





FRENCH INDEMNITY. 


NOTICE TO THE CLAIMANTS UNDER THE FRENCH 
INDEMNITY. 
Treasury department, 
December 3, 1838. 

Notice is hereby given, that the arrearages of in- 
terest cue from the French government upon the 
first four instalinents of the indemnity, having been 
received by the agent of this department, the net 
proceeds will be paid by the Bank of America, New 
York, in three days after the particulars of the claim 
shall have been lodged at that bank. 

In order to protect the rights of all parties, it has 
been found necessary to regulate and restrict the 
payments on account of these arrearages as {0l: 
lows: 

1. Parties in whose favor the original certificates 


previously paid for the first, second, third, and 
fourth instalments of the indemnity, will be pail 
their proportion of the arrearages of interest on ex: 
ecuting a sufficient discharge. 

2. Payment will also be made to the attorneys of 
the above mentioned parties, constituted by a new 
and specific power for the purpose, and to the ex: 
ecutors and administrators of such parties who may 
have died since receiving the previous payment. 


D> top ‘ 
3. Such executors and administrators as received 


' the first four instalments will be paid these arredr- 
| ages of interest thereon. 


4, In cases where the individuals in whose favor 
the original certificates for the first four instalments 
were issued assigned the saine to other persons, p2y: 
ment will be made to either party, on presenting te 
written assent of the other party. 

All cases not comprehended within the foregoing 
will be suspended, should doubt or difficulty arise% 
to the person lawfully entitled to payment, urtil II 
vestigation and decision shall be made by the pr 
per officers of this department, if necessary. 

The net proceeds of the arrearages of interest now 
to be paid, amount to 2.2145-10,000 per cent. on the 
original amount of the claims awarded. 

The Bank of America bas proposed to make @ 
rangements with the several banks heretofore em- 
ployed for tne purpose, to pay the claimants in thet 
respective cities and neigh\orhood, should that 
course be desired by the claimants. 

LEVI WOODBURY, 
Secretary of the treasury. 





NAVY REGISTER. , 
Monthly report of vessels attached to the different J” 
reign stations, and the changes, as asceriaimeé : 
the depariment during the month of November, 193°, 
viz: 
MEDITERRANEAN. 
Ship of the line Ohio. 





Sloop Cyane. 


nounced that Thomas §. Cunningham had reegiy. F 


Mr. Cunningham then took the chair, and after i 
taking the oath, proceeded to administer the oath BF 
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The steam ship Fulton, captain Skinner, arrived 
at New York on the 20th November, in thirty 


Navy Department, December 3, 1838. 





MiscELLANEOUS. 

We have already announced 
the arrival of this able officer at Nashville on his 
way to assume the comimand of the northern fron- 
On the morning of the 21st inst. the general 
was waited upon at his lodgings, by a committee 
of the citizens of Nashville, with the following in- 


Nashville, Nov. 21, 1838. 


ing in common with their countrymen your distin- 
zuished zeal as a patriot, and skill as a commander, 
in the estimation which your services so eminently 
deserve, are anxious to publicly attest their respect 
for your worth, and will be pleased to meet you at 
the testive board at such time as may suit your con- 


sure in meeting your wishes. 

With grateful consideration, we have the honor 
to subscribe ourselves your obedient servants, 

To major general Winprieitp Scort, U.S. A. 


—=: <= 
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1 retired NOTICES—MEDITERRANEAN. 
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New York on her destined cruise. 


e learned 


n the 7th October. 
nent pre- 


pn a cruise, to return to Mahon by the last of De- 
ember. 
WEST INDIES. 
Sloop. Vandalia, commodore Dallas, left Pensa- 
ola 29th September, and arrived off the bar of 


FRENCH 


at, aipico on the 9th Oct. Sarled thence for Vera 
, 1888. ruz the 11th, and arrived there the 17th Oct.; 
res of in- ‘era Cruz left for Tampico 27th October, and ar- 
‘upon the rived the 2d November. Sailed thence for the 
ring been egealize on the 4th, and came to off southwest pass 


bn the 13th, and alter communicating with New 
rieans, made sail the same evening for Pensaco- 
Ja, where she arrived the 15th. : 
® Sloop Erie, lieutenant commanding Farragut, was 
Mi souiliwest pass on the 31st October, on her way 
@o Tampico, where she probably arrived a few days 
piter the departure of the Vandalia. 
Sloop Natchez, commander Page, stiil at Pensa- 
ola the jast advices, 
§ Sicop Ontario, commander McKenney, also at 
pePensacola the last advices. 

Sloop Boston, commander Babbit, was, when last 
ieard from, at Tampa Bay. 

Sloop Levant, commander Panlding, arrived at 
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‘orneys of Pensacola the 15th November, in 18 days from New 
by a new ork—all well. 

to the ex: Schooner Grampus, lieut. commanding Paine, 
who may eas at Pensacola the 15th-November. 

y ment. _ Schooner Wave, lieut. commanding McLangh- 
; received fame“, Was also at Pensacola at the last advices under- 


se arrea: EEeCNg repairs. 

; COAST OF BRIZIL. 

3 Razee Independence, coimmodore Nicolson, was 
still at Rio the Ist October. 

Sloop Fairfield, lieutenant commanding Pur- 
Viance, was also at Rio the Ist October, but to pro- 
ceed to the river in a few days. 

Brig Dolphin, lieutenant commanding Macken- 
= rae at RPA +f pe . 
le, Was at Montevideo the 15th Septeiaber. 


ose favor 
stalment3 
sons, pay: 
ating the 


foregoing 
ty arise ag 


, urtil in PACIFIC. 
y the pro- North Carolina, (74,) commodore Ballard, was 
y still at Callao the 30th July—all well. 


erest now 


No inforination from the other vessels of the 
nt. on the 


squadron since last monthly report. 
EAST INDIES. 


make a Mi No despatches from the vessels of this station 
ofore eM HM Since last report. 
ts in thelt ee a oe 
hat EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
ould tha ee aes * 
‘ ie vessels of this expedition, except the store 
- ship Relief, were all off Madeira the 20th Septem- | 
es °F, Where they arrived on the 16th, in twenty- 
yeasury. ej rht d hy fr . ; ; | 
eigat days from Hampton Roads. They were to 
sail immediately on watering and supplying the 
crews with fresh provisions. 
ferent Jo lhe Relief parted company four days ont from | 


rtained al anpton Roads, with order to proceed to Rio. 
ber, 1938; Che frigates Constitution and Macedonian are at 
Norfolk, in readiness for sea, and will very soon 
Proceed to their respective destinations. 
scone sloop Warren is also at Norfolk, and will 
© put in commission for sea seryice. 


of the line Ohio, captain Joseph Smith, 
bearing the broad pennant of commodore Hull, is 
tinder sailing orders, and about proceeding from 


Frigate United States, captain Wilkinson, ar- 
rived at Boston on the 8th November, having left 
Port Mahon on the 23d September, and Gibraltar 


Sloop Cyane, commander Percival, was at Ma- 
on on the 28d September, and about proceeding 


[This invitation was signed by gov. CANNON, 
and seventy of the citizens of Nashville.] 
The following is a copy of general Scott’s reply: 


Steam-boat Smelter, 
Nashville, Nov, 21, 1838. 
GENTLEMEN: [I arrived last night, a stranger in 
Nashville, and have already had reason to flatter 
myself that I have been in the midst of innumera- 
ble kind hearted friends. 
To that long list of highly respectable names that, 





to invite me to a public dinner, I tender my sin- 
| cere and hearty thanks. If] were master of my own 
| time, I should accept the compliment with delight 
and enthusiasin; but, gentlemen, [ am already hur- 


rying, under an imperious cail of pnblic duty, to a. 
‘| distant quarter of the ‘union, and have but time,. 


| before the boat pushes off from your beautiful and 


you as your fellow-citizeu and friend, 
WINDFIELD Scort. 
His excellency gov. Cannon, gen. Win. Carroll, 


| G.W. Camphell, H. Ewing, H. M. Rutledge, 
esqs., and other citizens of Nashville. 
Gen. Scott took his departure from Nashville on 
Wednesday night, intending to stop a day or two at 





progress of the 


Butialo, New York. 





THE COTTON CROP. 
cular in the New York American: 
Noichez, Oct. 22, 18388. 





ithe cotton crop in this and the adjoining states will 


i sire to postpone the sale of your cotton until such 
time as the manufactures and spinners can be satis- 
fied of the extent of the deficiency, in order that you 
may be able to realize a proportionate additiona! 
am now, as agent for Huinphreys & Biddle, of Liver- 
| pool, prepared to make a fair advance, either in cur- 
| rent funds or exchange, as you may desire, on any 
cotton you may be disposed 10 ship to my house, and 
will agree to have your cotton held till next summer 
if desirable, in order that you may realize the best 
| market price of the season; giving you at the time of 
i settlement the benefit of all the exchanges both fo- 
reign and domestic, and have no hesitation in giving 
}it as: my opinion, that every planter that ships his 
}cotton in: this way, will realize at least ten dollars 
| per bale additional over the present market price; as 
i freighis are at this time unusually low, (4 penny ) 
| I should recommend that cotion go forward as speedi- 
| ly as possible, in erder to take advantage of the iow 
| freights to be held for a late market, as most for the 
‘interest of the planter. 

Planters who reside inconvenient to Natchez, and 
| who desire to ship through me, under this arrange- 
ment, wl please forwaid their cotton to Morris 
Willard, New Oi:leans, for re-shipment, and send 
me duplicates of steamboat bill of lading, when the 
advance will be remitted as they may request, or 
place to their credit in any bank, and a certificate of 
deposite forwarded them. 

All cottoa thus shipped will be covered by an 
| open policy of insurance against river and sea risks, 
|and cotton will be forwarded from Mississippi di- 
rect. or via New Orleans, as requested by the plan- 


ter, when left to me. 1 will forward from the point 
I can, on the best terms 











Sir: A portion of the citizens of Nashville, hold- | 


The undersigned, on their behalf, will take plea- 


on the spur of the occasion, has done me the honor | 


hospitabie city, to salute each and every one of 


gen. R. Armstrong, R. H. McEwen, esq., hon. | 


|Golconda, Illinois, (near the Obio,) to learn the | 

| ‘herokee emigration, and from | 

thence to proceed with all possible despatch to 
* 


We find the following cir- | 


Sir: As there can no longer be any doubt but that | 


be unusually short this season, and as you may de-| 


price for your crop, | beg leave to inform yon that L| 





¢ 
As the foregoing arrangement, requiring a large 
outlay of capital, is made for the exclusive object of 
promoting the interest of the planters, I hope it may 
so for meet your approbation, as to induce your pa- 
tronage 


I am, very respectfully, 
(Signed, ) JOHN INGERsoLt, 


Agent for Humphreys & Biddle. 


Sales of 3,500 bales of cotton were made at New 
Orleaus on 27th ult. at 12 a 143 cents for middling 
fair to good fair. The Merchants’ Transcript of tha 
city, says— 

“Each succeeding mail from the interior of Mis- 
| sissippi gives us gloomy accounts of the crop—and 
the circular exhibited on change from the Union 
bank of Mississippi, will no doubt, make our factors 

hold out for higher rates for the /itile cotton they 
may get from that state for sale.” 





| 

| Mississippi Union Bank. 

; Juckson, November 16/h, 1888. 

| Sir: The directors of this institution, believing 
that the cotton crop of this state will be unusually 
short, and that the planters will desire to postpone 
the sale of their crops uniil the deficieney in known, 
|propose to advance sixty dollars for every bale of 
_good merchantable cotton, weighing 400 Ibs. deli- 
_vered to the agents of this bank, to be appointed, at 
ithe following shipping points, viz: at Natchez, 
Vicksburg, Giand Gulf, Rodney, Manchester, Te- 
chula Satartia. Marion, Greenwood, Grenada, Co- 
lumbus and Mississippi city. The owner to deliver 
to this bank the said agent’s receipt, with the mark, 
/number and weight of such bale together with a note 
payable 12 months after date, with two or more 
'good securities to be submitted to the board for said 
/advance. 


| The cotton to be shipped to Liverpool, or such 
other market as may be designated by the party de- 
‘livering the same, at his risk and expense, and sold 
/on account of this bank, The -proceeds, (ovether 
with the exchange, both foreign and domestic, to be 
credited on his note, and the rate of the domestic 
exchange to be established by the current rate at the 
time the accoudt of sales is received. 

| Respectfully, 

W. P. Grayson, cashier. 





Ture Onto River. The following unfavorable 
report of the condition of the Ohioriver,is from the 
| Wheeling Times of Saturday last. 

| We are again called upon, contrary to our hopes 
and oxpectalions, fo announce that navigation is 
suspended, and must continue so until the weather 
moderates, and we have rain. There are a great 
many boats, both above and below, aground, and 
should the river now close with ice, the loss will be 
very great. We learn from Paducah that there are 
a great many boats aground at the mouth of the 
‘Tennessee river. The river has closec at Pitts- 
burgh. There have not been any arrivals of gro- 
ceries, yet, of any importance, at this place from 
New Orleans. Cincinnati and Louisville are in the 
same way, and business therefore suffers materially 
| froin it. 

We have information of boats as follows: The 
Massillon, Pulaski, and Brownsville, arrived at 
Captina on Thursday night. The Fayette isaground 
at Captina, the Philadelphiaon Newberry bar. The 
Visitor is in sate harbor at Kate’s Reck. The Cas- 
‘ket and Avalanche are at Beaver shoals in a hazard- 
ous position. The Canton and Tremont are aground 
/at Beaversafe. ‘The Reporteris safe, 3 miles above 
ihere. This will be the position of ‘boats and boat- 
ing, until there is a change in the weather, three 
i feet four inches of water in the channel, and five 
days more of this weather will bring it to its lowest 
Stage, 





U.S. Circuit Court, Nov.30.—Judges Thompson and 
Betts presiding. 

| LawCass. The United States vs. S. L. Gouver- 

_neur. This is a suit relative to about $100,000, 

being an alleged ‘deficiency in the defendant’s ac- 

count with the United States government, in his 

capacity of postmaster. 

Mr. Price moved to put off the trial,on the ground 
that the United States has not been as yet able to 
procure suine important evidence which they ex- 
pected to produce. 

Mr. Gonverneur addressed the court in his own 
behalf, and opposed the motion, and said that the 
case was now pending two years, during which 
time he had been obliged to submit to the reproach 
of being a public defauiter, and had been obliged to 
give bail in the amount of $200,000. He therefore 
begged the court to protect him, and have the case 
brought to an issue. Ifthe government could thus 
procrastinate the case, as long as they pleased, they 
night put off the trialuntil his bail was dead, orke 
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was dead himself. But surely the government that hitherto sacred apartment has subsequently, 


couki not thas ‘put olf the jrial as long as they 


pleased, and keep his bail responsible, and himseit | filled with rioters, threatening. violent interference 


suliering under so injurious and false a charge. | 

He now publicly stated that he defied the govern- 
ment to bring the trial to an issue, and was prepared 
to show that he did not owe thein une dollar, but 
that on the contrary, they were in his debt. He 
therefore hoped that the court would not grant the 
attorney’s motion. 

Mr. Price said that the case had been put off at 
the last term of the court on the affidavit of Mr. 
Gouverneur himself. Mr. Governeur said it had 
been. put off by mutual consent. 

Judge Thompson said the court could not non- 
suit the United States, or compel thein to bring on 
the trial; but that if it was not brought on in a rea- 
sonable time, Mr. Gouverneur might make some 
specific application to the court to dispose of the 
case. But the court could, not take any action 
which would compel the United States to bring on 
the trial. [N. ¥. Jour. Com. 


POSTSCRIPT.—LATEST FROM HARRIS- 
BURG. 

By the Susquehannah rail road cars that arrived at 
Baltimore last night, the editors of that city have 
receivéd the Harrisburg Telegraph, extra, issued on 
the evening of Thursday, the 6th instant. 
lait; an address “to the people of the common- 
weaith of Pennsylvania,” signed by C. B. Penrose, 





speaker of the senate, and eighteen other senators, | 
The length of | 


whose names will be lound below. 
the address, and the lateness of the hour at which it 
reached us, prevent its publication entire. Its open- 
ing pafagraph is as follows: 

‘Tne undersigned, senators of the commonwealth 
of Penrsylvania, duly elected, returned, and quali- 
fied, according to the constitution and laws, and coin- 
posing a majority of that body, feel called upon, by 


the novel aud dangerous circumstances which have | 


attended the meeting of the legislature, to lay be- 
fore the people of the state a brief account of the 
occurrences at the seat of government, on the fourth 
day of December, 1333, in order that they may 
clearly understand the position in which their repre- 
sentatives ate now placed by an illegal and insur- 
reclionary assemblage of persons at present in the 
borough of Hariisburg. 

[Here follows a minute narration of the facts and 
proceedings connected with the opening of the ses- 
sion and the organization of the senate, including 
the election of speaker, and the swearing in of the 
newly elected senators—the substance of which has 
heretofore been published. The address then pro- 
ceeds as follows:]} 

On motion, Messrs. Barclay and Pearson were ap- 
pointed a co:muittee to wait on the house of repre- 


sen atives, and announce that the senate was now! 


organized, and ready to proceed with business. 
this tine Mr. Brown, of the county of Philadel- 
phia, uet being a member of the senate, rose and 


the mob in the galleries and lobbies commenced 
making intimidating noises and threats, crying out, 
Browi!l Brown! hear him! hear him!—reconsider 
‘our resolution —we will have our rights, &c. &e. 
Awidst this tumult, Mr. Rogers, a senator from 
Bucks county, rose and moved that Mr. Brown be 
permitted to address the senate, which, being se- 
conded by Mr. Ewing, a senator from Washington 
county, who was prompted by a fear of personal 


violence to the speaker, and threats of ‘bloodshed | 
froin the mob then pressing within the bar of the. 


senate, was agreed to. Mr. Brown having pledged 


his honor to Messrs. Miller and Fraiey, senators | 


fram Piiladelphia, not to use any inflarnmatory re- 


It cone) 


t’ jawtul assembly, who choose to prescribe the man- 
‘ner and form in which the authorities of the land 


| shall discharge their functions. 
atteuspted to address the senate, and on being in-| 


' 


jorimed that he could not be permitted to proceed, | representatives, driven from its hall. 


-and other places, have asseinbled at the seat of 
marks, made a speech which he professed to be in- | government, with the avowed object of disturbing, 
tended to subdue the excitement in the galleries| interruptin 
and to induce the mob to disperse; but the warmth | commonwealth, and of preventing its proper orzan- | 











whenever the senate attempted to assemble, been 


with the business of the senate until their demands 
were accededto. Tosuch a fearful height was the 
excitement carried, that the speaker of the senate 
and several of the members were compelled, under 
threats of personal injury, to escape by the windows 
of the capitol. 

The unlawful and riotous assemblages of the 
misguided and dangerous men, have been continu- 
ed several times, at the state capitol and court 
house of the county of Dauphin, and the senate is 
now unable to proceed with their legitimate func- 
tions, and they accordingly announce to the people 
of the state, that their representatives cannot with 
safety attend the halls of legislation, until the in- 
surrectionary and riotous assemblages, by which 
they are now threatened with violence, are quell- 
ed by the arm of the constitutional power of the 
/state, or a return to reason and duty shall induce 
them to disperse. 

[The signatures to this address ave as follows:] 

Cgarles B. Penrose, (speaker of the senate, ) 
Abraham Miller, James Dank, Frederick Fraley, 
William Wagner, Jobn Killinger, Jotin Strobm, 
Samuel M. Barclay, Jacob Cassat, Joseph M. | 
| Sterritt, Alexander Irvin, ‘Thomas Williams, Elitu 











Case, John H. wing, William Purviance, James 
| Hanna, James McConkey, P. 8S. Michler, John J. 
| Pearson. - 

Tn the same extra sheet there is also an address 
“to the people of Pennsylvania,” the opening pa- 
ragraph of which ts as follows: . 

To the people of Pennsylvunia: The most ex- 


Ss 
diness to repair to the seat of government; nny 
less mob, and in reinstating the Supremacy of 
laws. “ 
Given under my hand and the great seal of 4 

state at Harrisburg, this fourth day of Decembe, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight be’ 
dred and thirty-eight, and of the commonwealt, 
the sixty-third. : 
By the governor: 
THOS. H. BURROWEs, 


Secretary of the commonwealth. 


following order was issued at Carlisle: 


GENERAL ORDER. 
Head Quarters, 1th Div. P. My. 
Carlisle, Dec. 5, 1838. 


The governor of Pennsylvania has issued his o.. 
der to the militia to hold themselves in readiness at 
a moment’s warning, to assist the civil authorities 
in suppressing insurrection, and in eXecuting the 
laws. As there is a strong reason to apprehend , 
necessity for the use of militia foree, for such yy. 
ae I do hereby order the first baitalion of Cup. 

erland county volunteers to hold themselves jp 


readiness to assemble, in parade order, on one hour’s 


notice, with arms and accoutrements in good order 
and each man provided with a knapsack, blanket 
&e. ready*to march at six o’clock to-morrow mom, 
ing if required. As public opinion is excited, ay; 
the feelings of men are much roused, I deem it right 
to urge, most earnestly, upon officers and men, the 
propriety and necessity of refraining from express. 
Ing any political feeling, or any preference, or dis. 








traordinary and alarming condition of things now 
prevails in this commonwealth. The regular ac- 
tion of the government is overthrown by a coinbi- 
nation cf evilly disposed persons. The senate and 
house of representatives have been dispersed, and 
prevented assembling by tumultuous and riotous 
multitudes. The lives of the members have been 
threatened, and putin jeopardy; officers of the state 
'governinent have been designated as the objects of 
‘attack. Officiais of the general government are 
“now present instigating these illegal and dangerous 
proceedings. What are the objects of these out- 
‘rages? Nothing less than a treasonable attempt to 
destroy the present government, and erect another 
‘in its stead. Itis perfectly well known that a new 
constitution has been adopted by the people of this 
commonwealth, which must be established in form, 
according to the requisitions of the late convention, 
‘and the acts of the legislature. The senate and 
_bouse are prevented by force from assembling, and 
this object mnst be defeated—the people reduced to | 
the deplor:ble condition of being without a constitu. 











_tion of their own selection, and governed by an un- 


Signed in behalf of the members of the house of 


| T. 8S. CUNNINGHAM, speaker. 


| We find also inthe extra the proclamation issued 
by governor Ritner, a copy of which is annexed: 


| PENNSYLVANIA, ss. 
| pea IN the name and by the authority of 
; SEAL. 
Fa Governor of the said Commonwealth: | 
A PROCLAMATION. 


the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
by JOSEPH RITNER, 

Whereas, a lawless infuriated arined mob from 

the counties of Philadelphia, Lancaster, Adams, 





like for parties, or party men—and that they shoul 
come forward with a firm determination to maip. 
tain the character of good soldiers; and to preserve 
the honor, the integrity-and dignity of the state, and 


of her laws. 
SAM’L. ALEXANDER, 
Major general 1th division, P.M. 


The Telegraph says: «There was no meeting of 


either branch of the legislate to-day. The mob 


held undisturbed control of the capitol.” 


(G-Passengers who left Harrisburg yesterday 
morning report that there was a prospect of the 


adoption of a compromise of the existing difficulties 


between the two parties, on the basis that the legis- 
lature should not go into election of U.S. senator, 
state treasurer, or canal commissioner, until the 
question of the legality of the returns of the elec. 
tion in the case of the senators and representatives 
from Philadelphia county should be finally decided, 





From the Pennsylvanian of this morning. 
Head-quarters, 1st division, P. M. 
Philadelphia, December 7, 1838. 

The governor of the commonwealth, in his char- 
acter of commander-in-chief, having issued his or 
der, required me forthwith to call out from my con: 
mand, and immediately mirch to the seat of go- 
vernment, a force sufficient to quell an insurrection, 
which ‘*he has been informed has been raised 
by a body of men, who invaded the senate chan- 
ber on the fourth instant, during the session of that 
body, and by lawless violence and threats of person- 
alinjury and bloodshed, disturbed the senate and 
prevented it from proceeding with its deliberations, 
and compelled the members to disperse ; and further 
that the same body of men have organized then- 
selves and resolved to compel the senate to adopt 
their will as their rule of action.” 7 

Now, in compliance with the said requisition, the 
volunteers of the first division will asseinble 10 
winter uniform, with knapsacks, provided with 





g, and over-awing the legislature of this | 


of his feelings carried him into great impropriety ization and the peaceable and free discharge of its | 


both of speech and manner, declaring that we were | 


in the midst of a revolution, and that there was an 
end of. constitutional government, occasionally ai- 
dressing them in a supplicating manner; invoking 
then to be quiet, and asking whether they were 
prepared to trample the constitution and laws un- 
der foot, and shed the best blood of the ecommon- 
wealth to attain their ends. 
mob responded yes, yes, we will, we will; and ac- 
companied their assent with horrible cries of give 
us blood if we cannot have our rights. 

Mr. Brown at length concluded, and on motion 
of Mr. Bell, of Chester, the senate agreed to meet 
daily at 10 o’clock in the morning, and then ad- 


journed, the mob rushing within the bar of the se- 


nate beiore the speaker had announced the deci- 
sion. ‘The senate chainber was then taken posses- 
sion of by the mob, and most inflammatory speeches 
addressed to them by several of their leaders, and 


To these questions the | 


duties; 

And whereas, The said mob have already on this 
day entered the senate chamber, and in an out- 
razeous and violent manner, by ciamoring, shout- 
ing, and threatening violence and death to some of 
the members of that body and other officers of the 
/government; and finally by rushing within the bar 
of the senate chaiuer, in defiance of every effort 
to restrain them, co:apelled the senate to suspend 
business; 

And whereas, They still remain here in force, en- 
couraged by a person who is an officer of the gene- 
ral governinent, from Philadelphia, and are setting 





the law at open defiance, and rendering it unsafe 
for the legislative bodies to assemble in the capitol: 

Therefore, This is to call upon the civil authority 
to exert themselves to restore order to the utmost 
of their power, and upon the military force of the 
commonwealth, to hold themselves in instant rea- | 








thirteen rounds of buckshot cartridges, and seven 


‘rounds otf ball cartridges, in Broad street, south of 


Market street this afternoon, at three o’clock. 

The major general need make no other appeal 
to the patriotism of the volunteers of this division, 
than to remind them that itis the bighest privilege, 
as it is one of the most important duties, of the 
citizen soldier to sustain the civil authority when- 
ever the emergeney occurs which renders necessa° 
ry a resort to armed force. 

The spirit of order and a sacred regard for the re- 
gular action of the laws, uncer which alone ean our 
liberties be preserved, demand that the spirit of mis 
rule, when dictating to a mob the subversion of v4 
government, must 7 instantly, energetically, and e 
fectually suppressed. 

Brigadier generals Goodwin and Provost will take 
immediate measures wiihin et respective brigades 

carry this order into full effect. ; 

"° The officers of the railroad have been required t0 


aid with the means of transportation. 
R. PATTERSON, major generat. 


In consequence of the above proclamation, the ; 


upon all good citizens to aid in curbing this law. 
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